
July 2018 

 

  

THE EXTINCTION 
BUSINESS 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ Ȭ,ÉÏÎȭ "ÏÎÅ 4ÒÁÄÅ 

 



THE EXTINCTION BUSINESS | EMS Foundation & Ban Animal Trading 
 

P a g e 1 | 121 

 

Table of Contents 

PREAMBLE ............................................................................................................................. 3 

RECOMMENDATIONS ............................................................................................................. 6 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS VS. BRAND SOUTH AFRICA .......................... 7 

Introduction..................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Free-Reign: The Extent of the Captive Big Cat Industry in South Africa .......................................................... 12 

¢ƘŜ нлмт Ψ[ƛƻƴΩ .ƻƴŜ vǳƻǘŀ ........................................................................................................................... 16 

[ƛƴƪƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ [ƛƻƴ .ƻƴŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LƭƭŜƎŀƭ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ............................................................................ 21 

FARMING TIGERS AND LIGERS: SOUTH AFRI/!Ω{ /![!aL¢h¦{ wh[9 IN THE ASIAN BIG CAT 

BONE TRADE ........................................................................................................................ 27 

ά.hb9{ Chw {![9Σ .hb9{ Chw {![9έΥ SHOW US THE MONEY! .............................................. 33 

Mindmap ....................................................................................................................................................... 33 

The need for Forensic Investigations.............................................................................................................. 33 

Not Adding Up: What the Bone Traders Declare ............................................................................................ 35 

Taking the Gap: Exploiting the Severe Flaws in the Oversight Process ........................................................... 37 

Weak Procedures ....................................................................................................................................... 37 

What Moratorium? .................................................................................................................................... 39 

QuotaShmota: Why Worry About Weights and Quantities? ........................................................................ 40 

THE PREDATORY ELITE: ²IhΩ{ ²Ih Lb ¢I9 .h5Y PARTS TRADE ZOO .................................. 44 

UNLEASHING HELL: THE RISE OF LION BONE SLAUGHTERHOUSES, FACTORY FARMING AND THE 

MASS KILLING OF LIONS ....................................................................................................... 59 

GOING ASTRAY: CITES SUPPORT FOR DODGY DESTINATIONS ................................................. 64 

Introduction: a severe lack of oversight from importing countries................................................................. 64 

Joining the Syndicate Dots ............................................................................................................................. 67 

Lao PDR ......................................................................................................................................................... 93 

Ainthaphone Trading (See Also Vannaseng) ................................................................................................ 98 

Lilavadi International Import and Export ................................................................................................... 100 



THE EXTINCTION BUSINESS | EMS Foundation & Ban Animal Trading 
 

P a g e 2 | 121 

 

Vannaseng Trading Company (See Also: Ainthaphone) ............................................................................. 102 

Somok Phaimany...................................................................................................................................... 105 

JDT Imports (Johan Du Toit) ...................................................................................................................... 106 

KNT Trading ............................................................................................................................................. 107 

Development Agriculture Industry ............................................................................................................ 109 

Vietnam ....................................................................................................................................................... 111 

Vinh Phu-Cmt Joint Stock Company .......................................................................................................... 113 

Son Long Investment and Development Co. Ltd ........................................................................................ 115 

Thanh Manh Hung Company Ltd .............................................................................................................. 115 

Bao Huy ImportςExport Trading Co. Ltd .................................................................................................... 116 

Hoan Van Dien ......................................................................................................................................... 116 

Trans Giang .............................................................................................................................................. 116 

Thailand ....................................................................................................................................................... 116 

Natakorn Yuennan ................................................................................................................................... 118 

International Logistics .............................................................................................................................. 119 

Limited Partnership Boonchai ................................................................................................................... 119 

Lisa Lion Import Export ............................................................................................................................. 119 

INFOGRAPHICS................................................................................................................... 120 

 

 

  



THE EXTINCTION BUSINESS | EMS Foundation & Ban Animal Trading 
 

P a g e 3 | 121 

 

PREAMBLE  

For more than a decade, South Africa has been actively supporting and growing 

the international trade in big cat bones, despite local and international outrage and 

condemnation from conservation and protection organisations, lion scientists, and 

experts. 

In ςπρχȟ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓȟ %ÄÎÁ -ÏÌÅ×Áȟ 

controversially, and in the face of vociferous opposition and robust arguments against 

this trade, set the annual export quota at 800 lion skeletons. Even more alarmingly, 

Molewa, without  stakeholder participation, took the incomprehensible decision to 

almost double the quota in 2018 to 1,500 skeletons. On July 11th 2018, the person in 

charge of the quota at the DEA told us categorically that no quota had been set for 2018. 

A few days later the DEA was forced to make a public announcement about the 2018 

lion bone quota following a public outcry when a letter from Molewa, dated June 7th 

2018, informing the provinces of the new quota allocation, was leaked. The undeclared 

reasons behind goverÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÃÅÁÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ 

affected parties needs to be brought to light and interrogated. 

The Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) justified its decision to 

dramatically increase the quota on a single government commissioned interim study 

which, from the get-go guaranteed a skewed outcome, particularly because of the 

inclusion of outspoken pro-ÔÒÁÄÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÓÔȟ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ ȬÔ 3ÁÓ-Rolfes, in the small research 

team. The report itself admitted that the findings were based on insufficient data and 

ÔÈÁÔ ȰÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÁÖÅÎÕÅÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÄȱȢ  "Ù ÎÏ ÓÔÒÅÔÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÎ ÔÈÉÓ 

interim study translate into a conclusive scientific justification for a lion bone quota, and 

even less, an increase of the quota. Notably, some of the researchers involved in this 

study have distanced themselves from the decision-making process around the 2018 

quota, stating that all the decisions were made by the Scientific Authority and the DEA, 

and that the researchers provided no input on what the quota should, or should not, be. 

4ÈÅÙ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰThe wording of that quota letter via NW [NorthWest] is a 

bit  unclear concerning our involvement...we provided no input on what the quota 

should, or should not, be. We correctly excluded ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢȱ  
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In the last 18 months, the EMS Foundation and Ban Animal Trading have been gathering 

ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÎÇ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ1 bone trade. 

This data has provided the basis of our Report, ThÅ %ØÔÉÎÃÔÉÏÎ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȡ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 

Ȭ,ÉÏÎȭ "ÏÎÅ 4ÒÁÄÅȢ  

The South African captive big cat industry is a pariah and it is under severe local 

and international scrutiny. Hunting associations that support the trophy killing of 

captive bred lions have been sidelined by international hunting associations and 

organisations. Instead of working with all the stakeholders to limit and close down the 

industry, South Africa is steadfastly supporting it. It is facilitating its conversion into an 

even crueler industry: captive breeding and farming lions so they can be slaughtered 

solely to feed the problematic big cat bone trade in Southeast Asia. This is evidenced by 

the emergence of lion slaughterhouses in South Africa as well as the fact that we have 

clear evidence tÈÁÔ ωρϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ÅØÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÉÎ ςπρχ 

included skulls.2 4ÈÕÓ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ Á ÂÙ-product of 

an existing industry (i.e. trophy hunting) but an entirely separate industry. 

Consequently, a trade in wild animal body parts, with links to international criminal 

networks, in countries where they are attempting to lower demand for big cat body 

parts, is being stimulated. 

Alarmingly, the Minister is unpersuasively attempting to argue that this 

abhorrent and destructive industry is a sustainable, and ethical alternative to trophy 

hunting. By doing so, true conservation efforts that should benefit wild animals in this 

country, as well as its citizens, are being undermined. A ban on the captive breeding of 

lions and tigers will bring an end to this unacceptable and brutal South African industry. 

The DEA, however, refuses to recognise this and instead, for inexplicable reasons, 

chooses to intensify its support for an industry that is tarnishing Brand South AÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 

ÉÍÁÇÅȢ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÉÓ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÁÍÁÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌȟ ÉÎ 

ÔÕÒÎȟ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÂ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȢ ! ÖÁÓÔ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ 

of individuals rely on continued employment in the tourism sector, and their livelihoods 

                                                             
1 Throughout this Report the word lion, when it relates to the international bone/skeleton trade is written in inverted 
commas ɀ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ɀ because it is not clear whether the bones/skeletons exported from South Africa are in fact only lion 
bones.  
2 Lions killed for hunting trophies always include their skulls.  
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ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÉÎÇ ÌÉÎÅ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÅ× ÐÒÅÄÁÔÏÒÙ ÅÌÉÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ 

trade.    

7ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÓÉÄÅ 

ɀ after all, this is what is driving the trade ɀ there is almost nothing in the public domain 

about the modalities of the industry and/or the processes and mechanisms of how the 

money flows along the entire supply chain. Access to this information and transparency 

is crucial, not only to understanding the nature of the trade, but in gaining insights into 

the illegal trafficking links. The South African government urgently needs to open up 

this industry, and its participants, to public scrutiny so that it can be fully and accurately 

interrogated, understood, and the money trail monitored.  

The illegal trade in wild animals, which is not only devastating animal 

communities and consuming huge financial resources, cannot be adequately tackled 

without addressing the significant loopholes in the existing legal trade multilateral 

agreements, i.e. CITES. Drawing upon hundreds of CITES export permits, issued by 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÇÅÎÃÉÅÓ3, this Report examines and investigates substantial 

problems and endemic loopholes in the CITES permitting, enforcement and oversight 

ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢ )Ô ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÌÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

procedures, all of which translate into a convergence of the legal and illegal trade in 

wild animal. Systemic weakness in the international wild animal trade permitting 

regimen, particularly in South Africa and Asia as illustrated in this Report, not only add 

to wild animal trafficking , but also undermine any efforts to address the illegal trade. It 

is also clear that transnational wild animal trafficking networks and crimes perpetrated 

against wild animals cannot be disrupted without examining the legal and regulated 

trade, and the supply and demand chain thereof.  Indeed, the critical mechanism to 

disrupt transnational organised wildlife crime is to critique and amend the legal trade. 

Our findings reveal that:  

¶ There are substantial loopholes in the CITES permitting system itself;  

¶ Merely complying with the CITES Treaty is insufficient and is a threat to wild 

animals and biodiversity. Countries need to do more in the context of their own 

                                                             
3 Gathered through responses to Promotion of Access to Information Act (PAIA) requests from the Gauteng province 
and data received from other provinces in South Africa. 
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national legal frameworks to protect wild animals caught up in the international 

trade;     

¶ There is a lack of verification, one example of this is that more than the 2017 set 

quota of 800 skeletons went out of South Africa with legal CITES permits;  

¶ There is a lack of required due diligence by the CITES Management authorities 

on both the exporting and importing side, in profiling and authenticating 

exporters, importers, addresses and destinations;  

¶ There are major oversight problems in South Africa and in the countries of 

import.  

4ÈÉÓ ÈÁÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ Á ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ is fueling the illegal 

trade in lion and tiger bones and providing laundering opportunities for tiger bones in 

Asian markets.  This is brewing into a toxic mix, particularly when it is placed in the 

context of the widespread overlap between those involved in international lion trade, 

trade in tigers and other CITES-listed species, and the routine leakage of imported lion 

products into illegal international trade.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The evidence provided in this Report makes it abundantly clear that South Africa should 

immediately: 

1. Place a zero-export quota for lion and other big cat body parts for commercial 

purposes, including from captive sources. 

2. Undertake a forensic investigation into the financial affairs of all lion breeders 

ÁÎÄ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÒÓȢ 

3. Restrict the keeping and breeding of big cats. 

4. Review and improve animal protection and welfare legislation.  

5. Ensure that animal protection, welfare, care and respect is included in the 

appropriate environmental legislation, particularly in relation to the issuing of 

permits for the keeping, sale, hunting and exporting of wild animals and their 

body parts.  

6. Convene a stakeholder meeting to discuss the dismantling of the captive big cat 

industry, including experts from the fields of animal welfare, sanctuary 

management and forensics, as well as NGOs. 
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7. Undertake targeted intelligence-led enforcement operations in cooperation with 

China, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam in order to dismantle the criminal networks 

involved in the transnational lion and tiger trade. 

8. Ensure transparency and assist monitoring by placing copies of CITES permits in 

the public domain and that NGOs monitoring the wild animal trade have access 

to permit applications so that they can object if and when appropriate and 

where there is non-compliance.   

9. Address any CITES legal oversights and amend the relevant gaps in regulation 

by strengthening national legislation, and the enforcement thereof. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS VS. 
BRAND SOUTH AFRICA 

Introduction 
South Africa has been trading in and exporting lion bone, claws, teeth, skulls and 

skeletons sourced from both wild and captive lions. The contentious, unworkable and 

unenforceable decision taken by CITES Parties in 2016 allowing South Africa to 

continue to trade in lion parts from captive lions is heaping misery on lions and tigers 

held in captivity in South Africa. This decision directly facilitat es the illegal trade in tiger 

body parts and is accelerating their extinction. It is also ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎÉÎÇ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ×ÉÌÄ ÌÉÏÎ 

populations, particularly because increasing demand is leading to a rise in illegal 

killings. 

Controversially, South Africa is the largest exporter in the world ÏÆ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ 

skeletons, bones and other body parts to countries that are at the nexus of the illegal 

wild animal trade. These illegal trade organisations feature prominently in the 

trafficking of rhino horn, tiger bones and other wild animal body parts. The Department 

of Environmental Affairs (DEA) has repeatedly stated that it believes the breeding of 

lions in captivity for trophy hunting and trade in live lions and skeletons and bones is 

ÃÏÍÐÁÔÉÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ'ÒÅÅÎ %ÃÏÎÏÍÙȱ. Yet, they also 

acknowledge that they are unable to show whether captive breeding provides any 

conservational value. The DEA further  concedes that it has no scientific evidence to 

demonstrate that this trade in bones will in fact protect wild lions in Africa or tigers in 

!ÓÉÁȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÄÁÔÁ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ×ÈÉÍÓÉÃÁÌ ÎÏÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÌÉÏÎ 
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bones to Southeast Asia would reduce demand for tigers.  To the contrary, the NGOs 

work ing on the ground in these countries have found that the demand for tiger body 

parts is not dissipating.   

Tigers are listed as endangered because the population of mature individuals 

may be fewer than 2,500 individuals in the wild. According to the International Union 

for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the tiger population fell by 50% in just 16 years, 

with an estimated remaining population of just 3,500.4 According to the Environmental 

Investigative Agency (EIA), tigers are becoming Ȱfunctionally extinct in Cambodia, 

Vietnam and Laos, and as few as seven wild tigers estimated ÉÎ #ÈÉÎÁȱȢ5 The global lion 

population has declined by 43% in just 21 years (3 generations) with high threat levels 

ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓȭ Âroad geographic range, and they are extirpated in 12 African 

countries and probably in another 4.6  

It is within this shocking context that the market for lion bone is growing, to 

×ÈÁÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ -ÁÒË 3ÈÁ× ÈÁÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÅÐÉÄÅÍÉÃ ÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ7 At 

the same time the legal wildlife trade is enhancing the power of organised crime. It is 

well-documented that the trade in tiger bones is a substantial threat to wild tigers in 

Asia and that it catalysed negative consequences for lions and other big cats.8  

4ÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÂÉÇ ÃÁÔ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ȬÔÏÎÉÃȭ ×ÉÎÅÓ ÉÓ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÄÒÉÖÅÒ ÏÆ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ 

as well as the poaching and killing of tigers, leopards and other big cats. The 

Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) estimates that there are between 7000 and 

8000 tigers in tiger farms, zoos and smaller facilities in Thailand, Laos, Vietnam and 

China.9 The farming of tigers in these countries, promotes demand and provides cover 

for the trafficking of wild tiger parts, and is leading to the extirpation of wild 

populations. The Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) says that the closure of tiger farms 

                                                             
4 http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/15955/0 . 
5 4ÈÅ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ 3ÈÁÒÅȢ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÅØÁÃÅÒÂÁÔÅÓ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÒÉÖÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ Environmental Investigation 
Agency, July 2017. https://eia -international.org/wp -content/uploads/The -Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf. 
6 According to an IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Assessment conducted in 2016. 
7 -ÁÒË 3ÈÁ×Ȣ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ 0ÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ #ÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ %ÃÏÎÏÍÙȢ %.!#T Continental Report 01/September 
2017, p.14. 
8 See: Vivienne L. Williams1, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, David W. Macdonald. A roaring trade? The legal 
trade in Panthera leo bones from Africa to East-Southeast Asia. PLOS ONE, October 24, 2017; K. Nowell. Tiger farms 
and pharmacies: the central importance of China's trade policy for tiger conservation. pp. 463±475 and MJ. `tSas-
Rolfes MJ. Tigers, economic and the regulation of trade pp.477±400. In: Tilson RL, Nyhus PJ, editors. Tigers of the 
World. The Science, Politics and Conservation of Panthera tigris, 2nd edition. San Diego: Academic Press; 2010; 
Gratwicke B, Mills J, Dutton A, Gabriel G, Long B, Seidensticker J, et al. Attitudes toward consumption and 
conservation of tigers in China. PLoS ONE. 2008; 3: e2544. 
9 https://eia -international.org/international -tiger-day-zero-demand-zero-poaching. 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/15955/0
https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf
https://eia-international.org/international-tiger-day-zero-demand-zero-poaching
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will help protect wild tigers because sales of bones from these facilities has promoted 

ÔÈÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÍȡ Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ 

to protect wild tigers and to halt the illegal trade by complicating enforcement activities, 

and by normalizing and legitimizing the sale of tiger parts and products, which in turn 

ÄÒÉÖÅÓ ÕÐ ÄÅÍÁÎÄȣ-ÁÎÙ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÅÖÏÔÅÄ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÂÌÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÔÏ 

conserving their wild tigers ɀ efforts that are being undermined by the existence of 

ÔÈÅÓÅ ÆÁÒÍÓȣ#ÌÏÓÉÎÇ Ôiger farms will help countries to achieve the ambitious goal of 

ÄÏÕÂÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÄ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÂÙ ςπςςȢȱ10  

 

A miserable lion waits to be killed for its bones at the 7ÁÇȭÎ "ÉÅÔÊÉÅ farm in the Free State, South Africa. Lions were 
held in very small crate for days before being slaughtered. Picture: Netwerk24 9 May 2018. 

                                                             
10 WWF press statement published on international Tiger Day, 29 July 2016. 
https://www.worldwild animals.org/press -releases/wwf-tiger-farming-in-asia-must-end-us-has-role-to-play 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/press-releases/wwf-tiger-farming-in-asia-must-end-us-has-role-to-play
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This view is supported by the EIA who states that,ȰȣÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÐÁÒÔÓ 

and products stimulates demand for tiger products ɀ be it from wild or captive tigers ɀ 

and undermines enforcement efforts by making it difficult to know whether seized tiger 

ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÉÌÄ ÏÒ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÔÉÇÅÒÓȢȱ11 The EIA also makes a case against South 

!ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÌÉÏÎ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÉÎÔÏ !ÓÉÁȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ-bred tiger 

parts, because it, ȰÆÒÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÓ ÅÎÆÏÒÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÄÅÒÍÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ-

reduction efforts to end tiger trade. At the heart of the lion trade is South Africa, the 

×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÅØÐÏÒÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅȟ ÔÅÅÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁ×Óȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÎ ÅØÐÏÒÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ 

tiger parts. The Government, in sanctioning and setting an export quota of 800 lion 

skeletons in 2017 to generate profits for lion farmers, has failed to take into account the 

×ÉÄÅÒ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÅÎÄÁÎÇÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÌÄ ÔÉÇÅÒÓȢȱ12 

In the past three years African lions being killed across the continent has 

spiked to satisfy demand in China and Southeast Asia. The results of a 2017 survey of 

the pan-African trade in lion body parts, together with an increase in reports of lion 

poisonings and killings in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Uganda and Tanzania 

show there is an escalating trend in the trade of lion body parts, the result of which is an 

impending threat to some national populations.13  

According to a report briefing released by Animal Defenders International (ADI) 

in July 2018 on Captive Big Cat Poaching in South Africa: Media Accounts of Incidences 

2016-2018ȟ ȰSince 2016 there has been a dramatic increase in the poaching of big cats, 

predominantly lions, from captive environments in South Africa. Nearly all captive lion 

and tiger poaching incidents identified have occurred in Limpopo province, with a few 

recent reports of captive lion and tiger poaching in the surrounding regions. Captive 

environments, classified as places where animals are fenced in and rely on humans for 

food, and from which these animals have been poached, include sanctuaries and game 

farms which breed big cats. Lions are typically killed with the use of poisoned meat and 

various parts of their bodies taken, including heads, paws and skin.  

¶ A total of 65 captive lions and tigers have been killed in South Africa since 2016, 

with at least 5 additional lions subjected to attempted killings.  

                                                             
11 July 2016. Seehttps://eia -international.org/international -tiger-day-zero-demand-zero-poaching. 
12 4ÈÅ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ 3ÈÁÒÅȢ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÅØÁÃÅÒÂÁÔÅÓ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÒÉÖÁtives. Environmental 
Investigation Agency, July 2017. https://eia -international.org/wp -content/uploads/The -Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf. 
13 VL Williams, AJ Loveridge, DJ Newton, DW Macdonald DW. Questionnaire survey of the pan-African trade in lion 
bodty parts.2017.  PLoS ONE 12 (10): e0187060. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal. pone.0187060 . 

https://eia-international.org/international-tiger-day-zero-demand-zero-poaching
https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.%20pone.0187060
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¶ Of the total 65 animals, 60 lions and 5 tigers were killed.  

¶ Some incidences in which all lions survived attempted poaching, the number of 

lions affected is unknown so could not be added to the figures.  

¶ A total of 22 captive lion and tigers were killed or subjected to an attempted 

killing in 2016.  

¶ A total of 27 captive lion and tigers were killed or subjected to an attempted 

killing in 2017.  

¶ A total of 21 captive lion and tigers have been killed in 2018 to dateȢȱ  

Organised elephant and rhino trafficking groups, because they have the existing killing 

and smuggling infrastructure in place, can, and have, extended their activities to wild 

lions. These same syndicates are ÐÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÅÄ ÌÉÏÎ ȱÃÁËÅȱ ÁÎÄ tiger 

ȰÊÅÌÌÙȱȾȱÃÁËÅȱ in South Africa from tigers and lions in the South African big cat captive 

industry. There are reports that these body parts are shipped out to Southeast Asia in 

cargo ships and through military/diplomatic channels.14 They are also leaving the 

country in parcels and luggage to other African transit countries (and then presumably 

from there on to Southeast Asia). For example in 2017 fifty-one lion claws and nineteen 

lion teeth  were confiscated at the OR Tambo International Airport in a parcel destined 

for Nigeria.15 Another recent seizure (2016) which shows that African lion body parts 

are being shipped illegally is the arrest of a Vietnamese national who was in possession 

of 680 suspected tiger claws brought from Lao PDR to Vietnam. Later DNA analysis 

showed that the claws were in fact lion claws.16  

TÈÅ )5#. ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÅÄ ÌÉÓÔȱ ÆÏÒ ÂÉÇ ÃÁÔÓȟ +ÒÉÓÔÉÎ .Ï×ÅÌÌ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ 

South AfriÃÁȭÓ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÏËÉÎÇ !ÓÉÁÎ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÌÉÏÎ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÁÓ ÓÔÁÎÄ-ins for 

tiger parts and is fuelling a growing illegal trade in the teeth and claws of wild 

lions, further reducing their numbers. According to Nowell, confiscations and NGO 

research shows that some sellers are passing off lion teeth and claws as tiger parts. 

She states that, ȰuÎÌÅÓÓ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ Á ÂÉÇ ÃÁÔ ÅØÐÅÒÔȟ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÏÎ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÉÓ 

ÁÎÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÇÕÅÓÓȡ 7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÓÏÌÄ ÁÓ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÌÉÏÎȢ !ÎÄ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÏÎ ÔÅÅÔÈ ÏÎ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ 

are in fact just ÔÈÁÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÉÌÄ ÌÉÏÎÓȣÏÒ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ-

                                                             
14 Outhwaite, Willow. TRAFFIC. The Legal and Illegal Trade in African Lions: A study in support of Decision 17.241 e). 
Preliminary findings for AC30. 16 May 2018. https://cites.org/sites/default/fil es/eng/com/ac/30/E -AC30-25.pdf.  
15 https://kemptonexpress.co.za/161469/lion -rhino-parts-found-at-airport/ . 
16 https://www.tienphong.vn/content/ODcxMTk3.tpo . 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/ac/30/E-AC30-25.pdf
https://kemptonexpress.co.za/161469/lion-rhino-parts-found-at-airport/
https://www.tienphong.vn/content/ODcxMTk3.tpo
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ÂÒÅÄ ÌÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢȱ17 These alarming trends should be sufficient evidence 

for the DEA ÔÏ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÄÏ×Î ÉÔÓ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅȢ 9ÅÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ the 

DEA are resolutely and recklessly adding to this problem. They are enabling a 

similar fate for !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ×ÉÌÄ ÌÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ support of the captive big cat 

industry  in South Africa.  

Lion body parts from South Africa are being passed off as tiger and thus 

stimulating demand. Of enormous concern is that the South African government has 

allowed the lion and tiger breeding industry to literally grow out of control, allowing the 

various tiger species and lion species to share enclosures and inter-breed. The bone 

trade industry will surely take advantage of this. Moreover there are proven links 

between syndicates smuggling rhino horn and those involved in the tiger/lion bone 

trade. The same syndicates, some of whose members were arrested in South Africa in 

2011 for dealing in rhino horns, were also dealing in lion bones. For example, in June 

2011 Pichet Thongphai and Punpitak Chunchom were arrested for lion parts found at a 

house in Edenvale in Johannesburg. Lion bones have been found inside containers 

transporting ivory and rhino horn, suggesting the same networks are involved.18  

According to the EIAȟ ȰÉÎ #ÈÉÎÁ ÁÎÄ 3ÏÕÔÈ-East Asia, organised criminal networks 

involved in lion trade are also trading tiger and other Asian big cats. A criminal network 

operating from Tianjin city in northern China was convicted in 2015 for trade in seven 

tiger skeletons, 31 lion skeletons and nearly half a tonne of ivory. The Tianjin case 

involved the organised transportation in convoys of skeletons over a thousand miles 

from Guangxi in southern ChinÁȟ ÂÏÒÄÅÒÉÎÇ 6ÉÅÔÎÁÍȟ ÔÏ 4ÉÁÎÊÉÎȢȱ19 

Free-Reign: The Extent of the Captive Big Cat Industry in South 
Africa 

In South Africa, the captive breeding of lions commenced in earnest in the 1990s, 

and by 1999 there were about 1000 lions in the industry. The number of lions and other 

big cats in the industry is unknown. Some publications cite the figure of 8,000 (lions 

only).  In 2015, the Traffic/Wildcru Bones of Contention report estimated that there 

                                                             
17 https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/wildlife -watch-illegal-trade-lions-teeth-claws-poaching/. 
18 John R Platt, A growing threat to lions: Illegal trade in their bones, Scientific American, 30 June 2016, 
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/extinction -countdown/ . 
19 4ÈÅ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ 3ÈÁÒÅȢ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÅØÁÃÅÒÂÁÔÅÓ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÒÉÖÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ Environmental 
Investigation Agency, p.8 July 2017. https://eia -internat ional.org/wp -content/uploads/The -Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf. 

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/wildlife-watch-illegal-trade-lions-teeth-claws-poaching/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/extinction-countdown/
https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf
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were more than 9,100 lions in South Africa, of which approximately 68% were in 

captivity, i.e. 6,188. In 2017, researchers from the University of the North-West made a 

claim, based on inadequate extrapolations, that there are 297 lion breeding facilities in 

South Africa.20 In a presentation to the South African Parliamentary Portfolio 

Committee on Environmental Affairs, the $%! ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ Ȱjust over 300 

ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ21 Essentially, this is all mere conjecture and cannot be 

verified, either by independent researchers, national or provincial government or even 

the industry itself. Our findings show that the number of lions and other African and 

Asian big cats in the industry and the number of places breeding them ɀ including 

Ligers, x-brown with white lions, x-Siberian and Bengal Tigers and everything in-

between - is substantively higher than any of these estimates. The truth, however, is 

that the number of lions (and other African and Asian big cats) in captivity in South 

Africa is officially unknown.  

 

Photograph: Vivienne Williams. 

                                                             
20 Peet Van der Merwe, Melville Saayman, Jauntelle Els and Andrea Saayman. The economic significance of lion 
breeding operations in the South African Wild animals Industry,  Vol. 9(11), pp. 314-322, International Journal of 
Biodiversity and Conservation, November 2017. DOI: 10.5897/IJBC2017.1103. 
21 23rd May 2017, https://pmg.org.za/committee -meeting/24431/ . 

https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/24431/
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The South African authorities should be reigning in this recalcitrant, cruel and 

renegade industry and should at the very least be prohibiting: 

¶ Any further captive breeding of big cats by private owners;  

¶ The sale of live big cats both locally and internationally. 

Instead, however, they are deliberately enabling and encouraging its existence and 

growth, while at the same time being extremely lax at sufficiently regulating or 

controlling these private breeders and their spin-off industries. It stands to reason, 

therefore, that, as a result, the population of near-factory-farmed big cats in South Africa 

must be increasing exponentially. Given the move by hunting organisations 

internationally 22 ÔÏ ÅØÐÅÌ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÈÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ0(!3! ÁÎÄ #(!3!Ɋ 

for defending and supporting canned lion hunting, in contravention of their 

international  policies, the obvious re-focus of this industry must be on the bone trade.   

Furthermore, the DEA and most of the relevant provincial authorities either 

refuse to provide information relating to the extent of the industry, or the players 

involved, when requested to do so through the Promotion of Access to Information Act 

(PAIA) applications. On April  13th 2017, the EMS Foundation requested from the DEA, 

via a formal PAIA application: 

¶ A list of Predator Breeders, including names, addresses and name of the 

provinces; and 

¶ A list of Predator Bone Traders and middlemen, including names, addresses and 

province. 

Both the PAIA Request and the subsequent appeal (in terms of PAIA) were refused by 

the DEA, ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÇÕÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÆÁÌÌ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÁÍÂÉÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȱ ÁÎÄ it was transferred to the provinces. 

Given the controversy around the industry and the lion bone trade (which falls under 

the national Department) it seems irrational and unconscionable that the DEA could not 

or would not provide this information, particularly since the DEA, representing national 

                                                             
22 3ÕÃÈ ÁÓ %ÕÒÏÐÅȭÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÕncil for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC), Safari Club International, Dallas 
3ÁÆÁÒÉ #ÌÕÂȟ "ÏÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ #ÒÏÃËÅÔÔȴ 4ÈÅ 7ÉÌÄ 3ÈÅÅÐ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȴ #ÕÓÔÏÄÉÁÎÓ ÏÆ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ (ÕÎÔÉÎÇ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ 
(CPHSA) Namibian Professional Hunters Association (NAPHA) and Operators and Professional Hunters Associations 
of Africa (OPHAA). 
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government, signs international treaties which relate to the oversight and monitoring of 

the captive predator industry and the lion bone trade which it vocally supports.  

The Parliamentary Portfolio Committee also expects the DEA to have this 

information and to be accountable for it. At the DEA Briefing to Parliament on the May 

23rd 2017, the Chairperson asked the DEA staff member, Thea Carroll, if they had any 

information on the breeding facilities, to which she replied that the DEA did have the 

ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ×ÈÏ ÔÈÅ Ï×ÎÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅØÁÃÔ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅs, 

shÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 0!)!Ȣȱ Ms Frances Craigie (Acting Deputy Director -

General: Legal, Authority and Compliance Enforcement, DEA), also replied that the DEA 

did have a project focussing on compliance-monitoring at the breeding facilities, and 

that information could be made available. The $%! ÁÌÓÏ ÔÏÌÄ 0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱthere 

were just over 300 captive breeding facilities for lions in the country, mostly in the 

.ÏÒÔÈ 7ÅÓÔȟ &ÒÅÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ,ÉÍÐÏÐÏȢȱ 23 How would the DEA know this if it does not 

have a list of these facilities?  

Although the PAIA request was transferred to the provinces (and despite several 

follow up emails from the EMS Foundation to the provinces), only three provinces 

(Gauteng, Northern Cape and Western Cape) have provided information. Also of 

concern, is the uneven and patchy responses to PAIA requests from the provinces as a 

whole, as well as the incompleteness of their responses when they do respond.  

Alarmingly there appears to be no control or interest by South African 

authorities on the breeding, inter-breeding (also across species) and keeping of lions 

and tigers or the conditions under which they are kept. The DEA does not have a 

national database on lions in captivity and has not conducted a national audit into the 

numbers of lions held at these facilities. The DEA also does not have a national database 

of tigers in captivity and has not conducted a national audit into the numbers of tigers 

held at these facilities. So who has them, who is breeding them, how many there are or 

where they are remains a mystery.  

                                                             
23 For the minutes of this Briefing see: https://pmg.org.za/committee -meeting/24431/ . 

https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/24431/
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In-breeding at Letsatsi la Africa (Free State).   Image: EMS Foundation (September 2017). 

 

¢ƘŜ нлмт Ψ[ƛƻƴΩ .ƻƴŜ vǳƻǘŀ 
Appetite for profit propels the captive-bred big cat industry in South Africa and it 

fits comfortably wiÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ×ÉÌÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ ideology of 

ȰÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÕÓÅȱ. An ideology which is vociferously pro-trade and pro-trophy hunting. 

South Africa is a key player in advancing the commercial trade in African lions at CITES 

meetings. This, together with ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ȬÈÏÒÓe-ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇȭ ÈÁÓ ÍÅÁÎÔ that the African lion, 

via a split listing, is the only big cat listed on Appendix II. The South African government 

is clearly placing the greed and profits of a marginal and problematic grouping before 

sound and ethical conservation management. This poses a direct reputational threat to 

Brand South Africa and the tourism industry.  

There was no public consultation for the sale of an estimated 605824 ȬÌÉÏÎȭ 

skeletons between 2008 and 2016. One of the requirements of setting the quota of 800 

skeletons in 2017 was that the DEA should convene a meeting with all stakeholders.  

However, the first stage that most stakeholders and the general public heard about 

                                                             
24 https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/sci -tech/2017-10-31-a-roaring-trade-6000-sa-lion-skeletons-shipped-to-
asia/# . 

 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/sci-tech/2017-10-31-a-roaring-trade-6000-sa-lion-skeletons-shipped-to-asia/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/sci-tech/2017-10-31-a-roaring-trade-6000-sa-lion-skeletons-shipped-to-asia/
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specific figures was at a meeting convened at short notice on January 21st 2017. At the 

meeting, the DEA said that, along with SANBI, it had calculated that a quota of 800 

skeletons was appropriate. Stakeholders were given two weeks from the date of the 

meeting to make submissions on the matter. This despite South African law specifying a 

30 day minimum period to make submissions. In June 2017, five months after the 

January stakeholder meeting, the Minister announced that the 800 skeleton quota had 

been approved.   

 
Puruma Pride Lion Farm (Free State).              Image: EMS Foundation September 2017. 

 

Civil society has raised a number of concerns in relation to the trade and the quota. 

These include:  

¶ An absence of scientific evidence showing the conservation value of captive 

breeding of lion, including potential impacts on wild populations; 

¶ Failure to adopt the precautionary principle approach which suggests that no 

major policy decisions (in this case regarding the lion skeleton quota) should be 

made unless it can be proved that the decision will not have harmful 

consequences to wild lion populations; 

¶ Inadequate official scrutiny of the welfare of captive predators; 
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¶ Concerns over provincial capacity (funding and skills) to effectively monitor 

trade, for example the capacity to differential between lion and tiger bones or 

between bones from wild lions and captive bred lions; 

¶ Impact of legal trade from South Africa on illegal trade, particularly with regard 

to wild lions and tigers; 

¶ Absence of independent research of market dynamics with regard to lion-tiger 

bone trade; 

¶ 4ÈÅ $%!ȭÓ ÆÁÉÌÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÉÎ Á ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÖÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ threat of reputational 

damage ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÖÅÒÓÙ ÔÏ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 

international image as a responsible custodian of wild animals and the 

environment. This is damaging Brand South Africa and the tourism industry; 

¶ A lack of information as to how, in the light of the involvement of organized 

criminals in the ongoing poaching of rhino and the difficulties in controlling this 

activity, South Africa will prevent laundering and other illegal activities with 

regard to the lion bone trade; 

¶ Lack of consultation with anyone apart from traders and SAPA; 

¶ A misunderstanding of the role of the DEA in conserving wild animals, and not 

driving the trade in its body parts when no conservation value at all can be 

proven. 

None of the stakeholders who had opposed the quota were told why their submissions 

had been rejected. On August 16th 2017, the EMS Foundation put in a PAIA Request to 

the DEA requesting: All records, including minutes of meetings, relating to the receipt, 

filing, treatment, perusal, consideration, and/or assessment of the public submissions 

on the lion bone export quota received by the DEA pursuant to its call for public 

comment on 25 January 2017, including the recordal of the reasons why any 

submissions were or were not taken into account. On the 9th February 2018 the EMS 

Foundation received a letter from the SANBI CEO saying that: 

¶ The component that related to minutes of the Scientific Authority meeting in 

which the recommendation for the lion bone export quota was made was 

transferred from the DEA to SANBI as the Secretariat for the Scientific Authority, 

and received on 18 January 2018. 
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¶  The request was processed by SANBI as part of its obligations to provide 

administrative support to the Scientific Authority. 

¶  The allocation of the 2017 lion bone quota was discussed at the 13th meeting of 

the Scientific Authority, held from 22-23 February 2017 and the request 

therefore refers to the summary record of this meeting. 

The response was provided via a document titled ȰAddendum: Summary record for 

Agenda item 8.6 from the 13th Meeting of the Scientifi c AuthoriÔÙȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÉÔÅÍ ÉÓ 

reproduced below: 

Record of discussion 

The CITES CoPl7 annotation to the Appendix II listing of the African lion provides for annual export 

quotas for the trade in captive lion bones from South Africa to be established. The annotation was based 

on a situation where captive breeding facilities have been trading in bone and there was no basis on 

which to prohibit this trade. However the trade should be regulated through a quota to ensure that it does 

not impact negatively on wild lion populations.  

Towards establishing the current annual sustainable supply, MP25 consulted the TRAFFIC report 

on the lion bone trade and the SADC Trade Analysis, as well as information provided by DEA and SAPA. 

Data on trophy export numbers and trends show that South African CBOs can sustainably produce in 

excess of 800 lion skeletons annually - about 10% of the captive lion population in 2016. It is difficult to 

determine whether a quota of 800 lions would meet export demand, but exports ranged between 720 and 

1 300 in 2015/16. A 3-year project on Analysing and monitoring the lion bone trade In South Africa will be 

initiated  by SANBI in collaboration with DEA, NZG, the University of the Witwatersrand and Oxford 

University. The project will generate reliable information on the captive lion breeding industry and bone 

trade, and thus assist in determining sustainable annual quotas. In the public consultation process, DEA 

received over 1 000 emails with comments on the proposed quota. Mpho Tjiane (MT) presented a 

summary of these, which ranged from organisations and individuals opposed to hunting to members of 

the industry opposed to a quota. Issues raised included the ethics of hunting and of the lion bone trade; 

lack of transparency; inadequate research; lack of community beneficiation; animal cruelty; lack of 

monitoring capacity in government; and impact on wild populations of lion and other large cats. These 

important issues were raised and considered, although many were related to policy and management 

issues that are beyond the remit of the Scientific Authority.  

The meeting discussed a proposed quota and the issue of demand and supply. While trophy 

hunting is a relatively small and stable industry, the demand for lion bone is much bigger and breeders 

may even try to grow the market. A limited quota could discourage breeders from euthenasing a large 

number of lions and selling bones in the short term but then creating an unsustainable demand that 

impacts on wild lion. However, a low initial quota could also lead to an increase in export applications for 

                                                             
25 Michele Pfab (SANBI). 



THE EXTINCTION BUSINESS | EMS Foundation & Ban Animal Trading 
 

P a g e 20 | 121 

 

live lions or meeting existing demand from wild lion populations. The SA was advised that the SA26 and 

MA27 should not try to exercise too much control over the market, but rather gain a better understanding 

of its dynamics through the monitoring project. The key is to be adaptive: 800 lions was considered to be 

a reasonable baseline due to past trade patterns and this should be reviewed as more and better 

information becomes available. 

Decisions 

Ɇ 4ÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÇÒÅÅÄ ÏÎ Á ÑÕÏÔÁ ÏÆ ψππ ÌÉÏÎ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÅÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ 

information is available through the lion bone trade monitoring project. 

 

There has been a tsunami of domestic and international criticism against South 

Africa, both locally and globally, with many conservation bodies, scientists and NGOs 

affirming  that the $%!ȭÓ ÕÎÆÅÔÔÅÒÅÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÌÏÂally rogue predator breeding 

industry cannot be supported scientifically or from a tourism, conservation, ethical or 

welfare perspective. Calls to stop the captive breeding of lions, hunting and killing of 

these animals, live sales and the sale of their bones and skeletons, have been 

widespread and made by organisations including, the International Union for Nature 

(IUCN)28, carnivore scientists, wild animals NGOs, hunting associations, The Minister of 

Environment in Namibia, the Minister of Environment, Conservation, Natural Resources 

and Tourism in Botswana, a former South African Minister of Tourism, scientists, and 

political parties.  

In March 2017, scientist Dr Paul Funston of Panthera (an organisation 

specialising in the study of wild cats including lions), stated ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ 

proposed quota of 800 lion skeletons for legal export has absolutely no grounding in 

science. It is irresponsible to establish policy that could further  imperil wild lions ɀ 

already in precipitous decline throughout much of Africa ɀ when the facts are clear; 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÍÁËÅÓ ÁÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙ ÎÏ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 

conserving lions and, indeed, further imperi ls themȣ)Ô ÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ 

whose iconic wild lions are such a source of national pride, not to mention tourist 

revenue, would take such risks as to sustain a marginal captive breeding industry that is 

ÃÏÎÄÅÍÎÅÄ ÇÌÏÂÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÓÈÁÍÅÆÕÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȢȱ29 

                                                             
26 Scientific Authority. 
27 Management Authority.  
28 IUCN Resolution13 (2016) called on the South African government to terminate the hunting of captive-bred lions.   
29 https://www.pressreader.com/south -africa/business-day/20170320/281663959826019 . 

https://www.pressreader.com/south-africa/business-day/20170320/281663959826019
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On March 22nd 2018, the Inkatha Freedom Party, one of the opposition parties in 

South Africa, put out a press release condemning the continued lion bone trade and 

captive lion breeding in South Africa. IFP Chief Whip in Parliament, Mr Narend Singh, 

-0ȟ ÓÁÉÄ Ȱ$ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÎÏ ÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÂÁÓÉÓ ÉÎ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅȟ ÏÒ ÓÏÃÉÏ-economic benefits to the South 

African people, our government persists in what can be justifiably argued as the 

decimation of our wild lion populations through allowing the continued 

commodification of this iconic African apex predator, the African Lion. These appalling 

policy initiative s by government, which fly directly in the face of international best 

conservation practice, beggar all belief and raise serious questions as to the motivations 

ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅÍȢ ! ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÂÏÄÙ ÏÆ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅȣÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÎÏ ÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÁÔÅ ȬÓÃÉÅÎÃÅȭ 

in support of the determination of lion bone quota trade quotas, but also absolutely no 

conservation value in the practice. The practice is nothing more than a commodification 

of an apex African predator for the pecuniary benefit of a small handful of people, at 

gÒÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÔÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÂÒÁÎÄ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢȱ 

[ƛƴƪƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ [ƛƻƴ .ƻƴŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LƭƭŜƎŀƭ ¢ǊŀŘŜ 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÉÎÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔ !ÓÉÁȭÓ ÂÉÇ ÃÁÔ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÍÅÁÎÓ 

that it cannot be separated from the illegal market for tiger (and other big cat) body 

parts. It is in fact stimulating it and obstructing international efforts to stop the tiger 

trade. It has also meant that lions (and conceivably also Asian big cats) in South Africa 

ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÒ ȬÔÉÇÅÒ ×ÉÎÅȭ ÁÎÄ Ôhe bone trade in Southeast Asia. The 

$%!ȭÓ ÐÅÃÕÌÉÁÒ ɉÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÒÇÕÅ ÉÎÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÂÌÅɊ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȬÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ 

ÕÓÅȭ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÉÓ de facto fully supported by the State, despite widespread 

opposition to the practice which is considered extremely cruel, linked to international 

criminal networks, a ÔÈÒÅÁÔ ÔÏ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ×ÉÌÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ populations and run by a small 

monopoly of operators purely for financial gain.  

According to TRAFFIC no legal trade in lion body parts has been reported 

between Vietnam, Lao PDR, China or Thailand.30 These countries, however, show illegal 

cross-border trade (e.g. of skeletons, claws). This presents the potential scenario of lion 

bone items being imported legally into the region, but then re-exported (either in the 

                                                             
30 The Legal and Illegal Trade in Africa Lions. A Study in Support of Decision 17.241 E. CITES Thirtieth meeting of the 
Animals Committee Geneva (Switzerland), 16-21 July 2018. African lion (Panthera leo). Document submitted by the 
CITES Secretariat at the request of TRAFFIC in relation to agenda item 25.  
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raw form or as processed products) illegally to neighbouring countries. Currently it is 

not clear which countries are acting as processors or consumers, and how the products 

are moving across borders. Little open trade was observed in the three countries 

surveyed, it appears that trade takes place through existing networks or is arranged via 

ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒȢȱ )Ô ÉÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ Ôhe legal trade in 

ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÂÒÅÄ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÕÓÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÖÅÒ ÂÙ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÓÙÎÄicates to 

launder illegally obtained bones and skeletons from their wild caught counterparts. The 

link between ÒÈÉÎÏ ÈÏÒÎ ÁÎÄ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃËÉÎÇ ÓÙÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÁÌ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ 

trade in South Africa was already established and in the public domain as far back as 

2011 with arrests in South Africa of Xaysavang Network syndicate members.  

According to the US Department of State Bureau of International Narcotics and 

,Á× %ÎÆÏÒÃÅÍÅÎÔ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 8ÁÙÓÁÖÁÎÇ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȟ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ×ÉÌÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ 

trafficking syndicate, facilitates the killing of endangered elephants, rhinos, pangolins, 

and other species for products such as ivory and rhino horn. Vixay Keosavang, a Lao 

national, is believed to be the leader of the network. Xaysavang associates smuggle 

illegally taken wild animals from countries in Africa and Asia into Laos, and then export 

them to countries such as Vietnam and China. Affiliates are suspected to be active in 

South Africa, Mozambique, Thailand, Laos, Malaysia, Vietnam, and China. The Xaysavang 

Network has been linked to several major seizures of wildlife products. The U.S. 

Department of State is currently offering a reward of up to $1 million for information 

leading to the dismantling of the Xaysavang NetworkȢȱ31 According to the Freeland 

FoundÁÔÉÏÎȟ 6ÉØÁÙ +ÅÏÓÁÖÁÎÇȟ ȰÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÂÁÓÅ ÉÎ 0ÁËÓÁÎȟ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ,ÁÏÓȟ +ÅÏÓÁÖÁÎÇ ×ÁÓ 

ÓÕÃËÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓȣÁÎÄ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌÌÙ ÃÈÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÂÏÄÙ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÁÔ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÔÅÎ ÔÏÎÎÅÓ Á ×ÅÅËȟ 

ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÆÉÔ ÉÎ ÈÏÔÅÌÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢȱ32  

A boss of the Xaysavang Network involved in rhino poaching and trafficking, 

Chumlong Lemtongthai (a Thai national)33ȟ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÔÏ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ 

bones for shipping to Southeast Asia, along with Phichet Thongphai and Punpitak 

Chunchom (also Thai nationals). Chumlong Lemtongthai was also involved with 

ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃËÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÌÅÒÓȟ Ȭ&ÁÔÔÙȭ ɉ,ÅÕÔÈÁÉ 4ÉÅ×ÃÈÁÒÏÅÎɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

                                                             
31 https://www.state.gov/j/inl/tocrewards/c60273.htm . 
32 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach -brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-
trafficking -network . 
33 See J. Rademeyer. Killing for Profit. Cape Town: Zebra Press; 2012. 

https://www.state.gov/j/inl/tocrewards/c60273.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
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Bach brothers, Bach Mai (also ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȭ"ÏÏÎÃÈÁÉȭɊ ÁÎÄ "ÁÃÈ 6ÁÎ ,ÉÍÈȢ The Bach 

brothers are key players in the smuggling gateway from Thailand into Laos. Although 

they are active in Thailand, the brothers are originally Vietnamese and have networks in 

both countries. Apart from the export of wild animals and their body parts through 

Laos, Thai police intelligence reports also link Boonchai with the importing of drugs 

from Laos into Thailand. According to Vietnamese police, Bach Van Limh is involved in 

running prostitutes and smuggling cars as well as wild animals and their body parts. He 

also owns a hotel, a café and legitimate businesses trading gold and placing migrant 

workers.34  

After a 10-year long investigation, in December 2017, Boonchai Bach was 

ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ 4ÈÁÉÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÂÏÒÄÅÒ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅ ÏÆ .ÁËÈÏÎ 0ÈÁÎÏÍ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ 

involvement in the smuggling of 14 rhino horns worth over $1 million from Africa into 

Thailand in December 2017. The arrest happened after Thai customs ran a routine X-

ray inspection of cargo on an Ethiopian Airlines flight, which originated from South 

Africa, and found rhino horns in luggage destined for the Chaiyamat family (relatives of 

Boonchai Bach). Also arrested was ÁÎ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅ ÏÆ "ÁÃÈȭÓȟ Nikorn Wongprajan35, an 

official at Suvarnabhumi Airport. Nikorn Wongprajan is linked to Chumlong 

Lemthongthai and the trafficking of rhino horns from South Africa. In 2011 he was one 

of the traffickers who used CITES trophy hunting permit loopholes to export rhino horn 

for trade.36 Wongprajan is also linked to Pisit Pakawan, a live animal 

smuggler/breeder/dealer ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ ÏÆ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢ 

According to an in-depth Guardian newspaper ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȟ Ȱ#ÈÕÍÌÏÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÄ 

the killing of hundreds of lions and supervised the boiling of their corpses to separate 

the bones from the flesh. He then parceled up the bones in ten-kilo bags - roughly one 

bag for each dead animal - and shipped them back to the Bachȭs and to Keosavang, 

×ÈÏȣÓÏÌÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÎ×ÁÒÄÓ ÔÏ 6ÉÅÔÎÁÍ ÁÎÄ #ÈÉÎÁȢȱ37 

                                                             
34 TÈÅ #ÒÉÍÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ !ÓÉÁȭÓ !ÎÉÍÁÌ 4ÒÁÆÆÉÃËÉÎÇ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȟ Guardian, 26 September, 2016. 
https:/ /www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach -brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking -
network . 
35 Also known as Nikon Wongchan. 
36 North West province list of rhino hunts, 2009 ɀ ςπρσȢ 4ÈÅ ȬÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȭ ÈÕÎÔÅÒ ×ÁÓ (ÁÒÒÙ #ÌÁÁÓÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÔ 
tÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÎ 3ÔÅÙÌȭÓ ÆÁÒÍ !ÕÒÏÒÁȢ 
37 TÈÅ #ÒÉÍÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ !ÓÉÁȭÓ !ÎÉÍÁÌ 4ÒÁÆÆÉÃËÉÎÇ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȟ Guardian, 26 September, 2016. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach -brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking -
network . 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
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The Xaysavang/Bach Network set up a scheme with professional hunter 

Marthinus Philippus (known as Marnus) Steyl38, who helped to procure the rhinos and 

trophy hunting permits, and assisted in shooting some of the animals. Steyl initially 

appeared alongside Lemtongthai but charges were later dropped because of a plea 

bargain. Lemtongthai told the courts that Steyl had also offered to supply lion skeletons. 

Ȱ)ÎÖÏÉÃÅÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÔÅ ÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆ ÌÉÏÎÓȡ σςχ 

of them during one two-ÙÅÁÒ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȟ ÒÏÕÇÈÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÄÁÙÓȢȱ39 Forensic 

ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÏÒ 0ÁÕÌ /ȭ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ was 

Ȱleaked a copy of an order form allegedly sent to Marnus Steyl for 50 rhinos as well  as 

300 sets of lion bones. The order is signed by Chumlong ɀ the alleged kingpinȢȱ40  

Steyl, a prominent member of the lion breeding and trophy hunting industry, 

was, between late 2016 and October 2017 a council member of the South African 

Predators Association (SAPA). The SAPA council helps set policy and administers the 

affairs of the organisation which has been a vocal proponent of lion breeding, the trophy 

hunting of captive bred lions and trade in lion bones.  Two other SAPA council members 

have also previously been charged in connection with illegal rhino trophy hunting.41 It  

appears that the relationship between the South African bone dealers and the Bach 

network continues. In 2016, The Guardian surveillance team photographed multiple 

ÖÉÓÉÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÁÃÈ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ .ÁËÈÏÎ 0ÈÁÎÏÍ ɉ4ÈÁÉÌÁÎÄɊ ÂÙ Ô×Ï 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 

lion bone merchants with whom Chumlong Lemthongthai was working. The 

investigators also identified Á 4ÈÁÉ ÃÏÕÒÉÅÒȟ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȭ*ÉÍÍÙȭȟ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÉÎ .ÁËÈÏÎ 

Phanom.  ȬJimmyȭ worked for Boonchai Bach and was caught at OR Tambo airport at the 

ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ #ÈÕÍÌÏÎÇȭÓ ÁÒÒÅÓÔ. He was convicted for attempting to bring undeclared cash 

into the country.42 

                                                             
38 Companies Steyl has include: Steyl Game, Bon Accor Safaris and Steyl Endurance Racing and Stud Farm (Mandalay 
Farm).  
39 The Crime &ÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ !ÓÉÁȭÓ !ÎÉÍÁÌ 4ÒÁÆÆÉÃËÉÎÇ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȟ Guardian, 26 September, 2016. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environmen t/2016/sep/26/bach -brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking -
network . 
40 https://rhinofriendlyriders.wordpress.com/2011/11/09/rhino -files-iii -carte-blanche-documentary/ . 
41 Cash before Conservation: An overview of the breeding of lions for hunting and bone trade. 2018. Born Free.  
42 TÈÅ #ÒÉÍÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ !ÓÉÁȭÓ !ÎÉÍÁÌ 4ÒÁÆÆÉÃËÉÎÇ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȟ Guardian, 26 September, 2016. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach -brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking -
network . 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
https://rhinofriendlyriders.wordpress.com/2011/11/09/rhino-files-iii-carte-blanche-documentary/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach-brothers-elephant-ivory-asias-animal-trafficking-network
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The 2012 court case against Phichet Thongphai and Punpitak Chunchom43 

revealed that contact with the Xaysavang/Bach Network wild animals trafficking 

syndicate was initiated by members of the South African big cat captive-breeding 

industry.44 How would they know how to contact a wild animals trafficking syndicate? 

Any reasonable person would be aware that Vixay Keosavang and the Bach brothers 

were wild animal crime kingpins and that they were trafficking wild animals and their 

body parts. This, and the fact that the South African CITES Management Authorities 

continue to issue export permits for ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÉÎ ,ÁÏÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÌÓÅ×ÈÅÒÅ 

possibly linked to traffickers, highlights the concern that the big cat captive breeding 

industry could be associated with illegal wild animal trafficking .  

In addition, research by Williams et al. (2017) ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ8ÁÙÓÁÖÁÎÇͻÓ 

involvement in the lion bone trade precedes their involvement in the rhino horn trade, 

and that the company started legally procuring lion bones from farmers c. February 

2008  ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ #)4%3 ÅØÐÏÒÔ ÐÅÒÍÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÄȢȱ45 

BAT and the EMS Foundation went to Southeast Asia to investigate the supposed 

destinations in Southeast Asia as provided on the CITES permits which were sanctioned 

by CITES and the ratifying parties. Our inspections showed that most of the addresses 

and the actual and/or final destinations of the skeletons could not be properly verified 

and are not known. It is widely accepted that trade on the Southeast Asian side is not 

transparent, properly understood or identified, and is associated with wild animal 

trafficking, poaching and the demise of tigers. Given this knowledge, it highlights a 

particularly worrying trend and literally means that governments on the supply and 

demand side, and the CITES Secretariat by implication may be, unknowingly, aiding and 

abetting criminal activities.  

As Williams et al. ÎÏÔÅÄ ÉÎ ςπρυȟ ȰÓÉÎÃÅ ×ÉÌÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÍÁËÅÓ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

same established networks and supply lines, the Lion bone trade may have piggy-

backed on existing wild animals routes in Lao PDR, Viet Nam, China, Thailand and 

                                                             
43 Thongphai and Chunchom were arrested for being in possession of lion bones, fined and their 5-year sentence 
suspended if they left the country.  
44 See: Vivienne L. Williams, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, David W. Macdonald. A Roaring Trade? The legal 
trade in Panthera leo bones from Africa to East-Southeast Asia. PLOS ONE, pp.5, October 24, 2017. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996.  
45 Vivienne L. Williams, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, David W. Macdonald. A roaring trade? The legal trade 
in Panthera leo bones from Africa to East-Southeast Asia. PLOS ONE, pp.6, October 24, 2017. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996.  
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ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÙ -ÙÁÎÍÁÒȣ)Æ ,ÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÒÁÄÅÄ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ %ÁÓÔɀSoutheast 

Asia, then the trade is presumed to be mainly illicit given the absence of CITES export -

ÉÍÐÏÒÔ ÐÅÒÍÉÔ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÅȢȱ46 

According to written answers to questions in the South African Parliament, the 

first legal trade in lion bones and skeleton from South Africa began in 200847 when lion 

bones began to be used as a substituÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÆÏÒÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ Ȱ×ÉÎÅȱ 

ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ȰÍÅÄÉÃÉÎÁÌȱ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔ !ÓÉÁÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ ,ÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅÓ 

are sometimes substituted for tiger bones without the knowledge of consumers.48 From 

the outset, as with much other record keeping relating to wild animals, there were 

serious permit inaccuracies. The 2015 TRAFFIC & WILDCRU joint report showed that 

Ȱ$ÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÁÓ 6ÉÅÔÎÁÍ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ,ÁÏ 0$2 ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÎÔÉÔÉÅÓ 

ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÂÏÎÅÓȱ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÆÕÌÌ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓȢ  

Williams et al. found that the trade in lion bones from South Africa to Southeast 

Asia has risen consistently since 2008. They also estimated that the total number of 

skeletons legally exported from the whole of Africa to Southeast Asia for the period 

2008±2016 is around 6058 skeletons and that 64% (3877) were exported from 

2014±2016. 49  Information gathered by BAT and the EMS Foundation estimates that 

from 2014±2017 South Africa exported approximately 2945 skeletons of which 46.4% 

went to Lao PDR, 38.6% to Vietnam and 15% to Thailand. Lao PDR and Vietnam are 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ψυϷ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ 

ÅØÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ 

countries listed by global conservation and law enforcement agencies as having weak 

law enforcement and high levels of corruption and therefore key conduits for the 

massive illegal trade in wild animals.50  

-ÏÒÅÏÖÅÒȟ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ςπρυ Biodiversity Management Plan for the African Lion 

ÁÌÓÏ ÊÕÓÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÉÔÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÅȟ ÁÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ó ȱÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÖÅÒÓÉÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅÓ 

for the Asian market appears to be supplied by bones obtained as a legal by-product of 

                                                             
46 Williams, V.L., Newton, D.J., Loveridge, A.J. and Macdonald, D.W. (2015). Bones of Contention: An Assessment of the 
South African Trade in African Lion Panthera leo Bones and Other Body Parts. TRAFFIC, & WildCRU, p.x, 2015. 
47 https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/parl iamentary_updates/question2935.pdf. 
48 www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf. 
49 Williams VL, Loveridge AJ, Newton DJ, Macdonald DW (2017) A Roaring Trade? The legal trade in Panthera leo 
bones from Africa to Southeast Asia. PLoS ONE 12(10), p.18. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996 . 
50 www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf. 

https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary_updates/question2935.pdf
http://www.wildcru.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996
http://www.wildcru.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf
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the trophy hunting industry where the lions are almost exclusively captive-ÂÒÅÄȢȱ 51  If 

the industry was merely a by-product of the trophy hunting industry the skull, jaw and 

clavicles would be absent from the skeleton exports. However, our research shows that 

91% of the skeletons that went out in 2017, after the quota was initiated, had skulls 

present. It can therefore be concluded, contrary to claims from government, that South 

!ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ Á ÂÙ-product of the canned trophy hunting 

industry. In South Africa, big cats are being killed specifically for their bones.   

4ÈÅ #)4%3 ÅÎÄÏÒÓÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÑÕÏÔÁ ÉÓ 

fast becoming a primary enabler of the commercial breeding of lions and tigers.   

C!waLbD ¢LD9w{ !b5 [LD9w{Υ {h¦¢I !CwL/!Ω{ 
CALAMITOUS ROLE IN THE ASIAN BIG CAT BONE TRADE  

)Î 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÔÉÇÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÓ ȬÅØÏÔÉÃÓȭ and thus, afforded limited and 

inadequate legal regulation and protection. Consequently, tigers are being bred and 

inter -bred in private breeding facilities and urban back yards.  AccoÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 77&ȭÓ 

species policy expert, Leigh Henry, this situation threatens the work that has been done 

ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÅ ×ÉÌÄ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ !ÓÉÁȢ Ȱ! ÐÁÔÃÈ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÓ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÉÇÅÒÓȟ 

meaning no agency can say how many there are, when they are born, when they die and 

what happens to their valuable parts when they do. Illegal trade in tiger parts remains 

the primary threat to tigers in the wild, and the last thing we want is parts from captive 

ÔÉÇÅÒÓ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎ ÏÒ ÅÖÅÎ ÆÕÅÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÌÁÃË ÍÁÒËÅÔȢȱ52 

Despite the CITES minimum standards that the breeding of tigers as Appendix I 

animals, needs to be regulated and at the very least, the organisations/businesses that 

breed tigers need to be registered with CITES through the national authority, South 

Africa has not listed one breeding operation with CITES. As a result: 

Á No national audit of tigers has been undertaken so who has them, who is 

breeding them, how many there are or where they are is not known.  

¶ There is no reliable data on the numbers of tigers that are trophy hunted in 

South Africa as generally a permit is not required to hunt a tiger; 

                                                             
51 Gazetted 2 December 2015 (No. 39468), p.28. 
52 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/shortcuts/2018/jun/20/more -tigers-live-in-us-back-yards-than-in-
the-wild -is-this-a-catastrophe. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/shortcuts/2018/jun/20/more-tigers-live-in-us-back-yards-than-in-the-wild-is-this-a-catastrophe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/shortcuts/2018/jun/20/more-tigers-live-in-us-back-yards-than-in-the-wild-is-this-a-catastrophe
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¶ There are no regulations governing trade in tiger parts and derivatives within 

the country;  

¶ .Ï ÏÎÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÈÏ× ÔÉÇÅÒ ÂÏÄÙ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÁÒÅ ȰÄÉÓÐÏÓÅÄ ÏÆȱȢ  

 

 

Mystic Monkeys and Feathers (Limpopo).             Image: EMS Foundation (September 2017). 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÐÕÇÎÁÃÉÏÕÓȟ ÐÒÏ-sustainable use ideological framework and the  

consequent lax and/or non-existent regulations as well as inadequate enforcement of 

the captive breeding and farming industry (and particularly because a large number of 

lion breeders in South Africa also breed tigers) means that the tiger/lion bone traders 

and criminal networks could easily take advantage and exploit it. It may also provide 

fertile ground for the bone industry to launder tiger bones into the market. As a recent 

article in the Daily Maverick ÎÏÔÅÄȟ Ȱan irony at the heart of the tiger bone trade is that, 

in Asia, lion bones are being used in fake tiger bone wine, while in South Africa tiger 

ÂÏÎÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÆÁËÅÄ ÁÓ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ $%! ÈÁÓ ÌÉÃÅÎÓÅÄ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅ ÅØÐÏÒÔȢȱ53 

By allowing tigers to be bred for international trade, South Africa could be in 

violation of ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ #)4%3, specifically CITES Resolution Conf. 

                                                             
53 https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018 -04-23-tigers-being-bred-in-gauteng-backyards-for-petting-and-
bone-export/#.Wt7gNi5ubX4. 

https://www.cites.org/eng/res/12/12-10R15.php
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-04-23-tigers-being-bred-in-gauteng-backyards-for-petting-and-bone-export/#.Wt7gNi5ubX4
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-04-23-tigers-being-bred-in-gauteng-backyards-for-petting-and-bone-export/#.Wt7gNi5ubX4
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12.10, which requires registration of Appendix I breeding facilities operating for 

commercial purposes. CITES Decision 14.69 may also apply as it requires such facilities 

ÔÏ ȰÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ Á ÌÅÖÅÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÖÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÏ 

conserving wild tigers; tigers should not be bred for trade in their parts and 

derivatives.ȱ Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP16) ÁÌÓÏ ÕÒÇÅÓ Ȱ0ÁÒÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-Parties on 

whose territories tigers and other Asian big cat species are bred in captivity to ensure 

that adequate management practices and controls are in place to prevent parts and 

ÄÅÒÉÖÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÒ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÕÃÈ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȱȢ 

In February 2018, BAT and the EMS Foundation wrote to the CITES Secretariat 

with regard to facilities/individuals keeping Asian big cats (mainly tigers) in captivity in 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÐÏÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÌÁØ ÁÎÄ 

unregulated approach is contributing directly to the demise of tigers and their ill-

treatment and the growth of the tiger bone indusÔÒÙȢ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 

practices and controls are totally inadequate for such facilities and as a consequence 

there is nothing to prevent Asian big cats from entering the illegal trade from or through 

the breeding and keeping facilities in South AfÒÉÃÁȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȬÄÉÓÐÏÓÁÌȭ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÏÄÙ 

parts. There are also a number of individuals in South Africa that are breeding and 

keeping Asian big cats in their backyards in city suburbs.  

Since early 2016, including in the recent past (3 October 2017 and 14 December 

2017) BAT and EMS have asked the DEA whether they know the number of Asian big 

cats in South Africa and whether they monitor and audit the South African facilities. The 

DEA have continuously and consistently replied that they do not make any attempt as 

Asian big cats ÁÒÅ ȬÅØÏÔÉÃÓȭ and therefore, it is not their responsibility. This, despite the 

fact that they are CITES Appendix I animals. 

During a conversation on 3rd October 2017 with Mr Mpho Tjiane Deputy 

Director: CITES Policy Development and Implementation, Biodiversity and 

Conservation (DEA), we asked: 

Question: Are people allowed to hunt tigers in South Africa?  

DEA Reply: ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÙÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÁÓË ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅÓȢ 7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÅ ÈÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÉÇÅÒÓ 

here.  

During another meeting with Mr Mpho Tjiane, on 14th December 2017 in relation to 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓ vis-à-vis the lion bone quota, we asked:  

https://www.cites.org/eng/res/12/12-10R15.php
https://www.cites.org/eng/dec/valid16/212
https://www.cites.org/eng/res/12/12-05R16.php
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Question: ȣȢ3Ï ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÃÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÎÏ× 

put the tag on with tiger bone, and hope for the besÔȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÉÃË ÉÔ ÕÐȢ ) ÍÅÁÎȟ 

ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢ  

DEA Reply: Yes. I can send a piece of anything in South Africa and stick something in, you 

×ÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣ  

In terms of CITES regulations, all facilities breeding Appendix 1 animals 

(whether indigenous or exotic) need to be registered with CITES by the National 

Authority. However, South Africa does not have a single facility listed with CITES for any 

Asian big cats, despite the fact that there are many places that are breeding them in 

South Africa and South Africa has a burgeoning international trade in live tigers to 

Southeast Asia.  

Another problem is that the South African authorities are allowing tigers to 

breed with lions as well as with other sub-species of tigers. Very often these predators 

are kept in the same enclosures.  

Aware that under Decision 17.22954 taken at COP 17, held in South Africa in 

September 2016 the CITES Secretariat was directed to conduct a review of the number 

of facilities keeping Asian big cats in captivity in the territories of CITES Parties and the 

number of Asian big cats kept in these facilities, on the 24th January 2018 we wrote to 

the DEA as follows:  

Question: We are aware that under Decision 17.229, the CITES Secretariat is directed to 

conduct a review of the number of facilities keeping Asian big cats in captivity in the 

territories of CITES Parties and the number of Asian big cats kept in these facilities. The 

EMS Foundation understands that the Secretariat has issued a Notification to the Parties 

to seek such information from the Parties. Does DEA have this information? If so please 

can it be provided to ourselves? If DEA does not have this information, how does it plan on 

obtaining it and what is the timeline?  

We received no reply and we sent a reminder email to the DEA on 16th February 

2018, to which we received this brusque reply from Mpho Tjiane, Deputy Director: 

CITES Policy Development and Implementation, Biodiversity and Conservation, 

Department of Environmental Affairs:  

                                                             
54 https://cites.org/eng/node/48653 . 

https://cites.org/eng/node/48653
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DEA Reply: Yes email received and we will be communicating with Secretariat on how we 

will deal with this matter as you can appreciate that there are 9 Provinces in South Africa 

and we have to coordinate the information. We have no time lines to achieving this goal as 

we have not planned. 

In answer to Parliamentary Question (No. 2688, 8 September 2017):  What is the 

total number of (i) registered breeders of tigers, (ii) tigers in captivity and (iii) tigers 

that have been hunted in South Africa since 1 January 2017 and (b) what is the 

breakdown of the numbers for each province? The Minister of Environmental Affairs 

replied: Tigers are alien in South Africa and are kept for among others zoological and 

breeding purposes. Tigers are not regulated in terms National Environmental 

Management Biodiversity Act (Act No. 10 of 2004) or Threatened & Protected Species 

Regulations (TOPS). The national Department of Environmental Affairs , therefore, does 

not keep statistics on numbers of registered breeders, tigers in captivity, and hunting in 

South Africa as it is done with the key indigenous big mammals (Rhino, Elephants) as 

well as other big cats (Lions and Leopards). Provincial Authorities may have statistics 

on a number of registered captive facilities and hunting as such may be regulated 

through respective provincial legislation. 

)Î ÔÅÒÍÓ ÏÆ 3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ τ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ #ÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎȟ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ Á ÓÈÁÒÅÄ 

competency between national and provincial governments. We are concerned by the 

$%!ȭÓ ÁÐÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÏÆ ÏÂÆÕÓÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÂÙ ÂÌÁÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÒovinces when 

it comes to the provision of information in relation to the implementation and fulfilment 

ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÅÒÍ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÒÅÁÔÉÅÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á ÓÉÇÎÁÔÏÒÙ ÔÏȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ 

CITES. This appears to be a possible tactic on the $%!ȭÓ ÐÁrt to deflect from its lack of 

compliance, oversight and implementation, particularly as there are established 

government forums represented by all the provinces, the DEA and SANBI which meet 

regularly and where information is supposedly shared.  

In a meeting between ourselves and the Limpopo province Director for Wild 

animal trade and Regulation, Mr. Sam Makhubele and his team, on the 22nd February 

2018, we asked if their department had ever received a request from the DEA in relation 

to Asian big cats, specifically: Species concerned; Name of establishment; Address of 

establishment; Date of establishment of the facility and last known date on which it was 

still in operation; Source of information about the existence of the facility. Their reply 
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was one of surprise, stating categorically that no request to the Limpopo province from 

the DEA had ever been received.  

The 2015 TRAFFIC/Wildcru report, Bones of Contention, also raised serious 

concerns about the growing trade in tigers and their parts and products from South 

Africa, and that tiger bones from South Africa may be laundered as Lion bones using 

CITES Appendix II. Limitations in the South African legislation applying to endangered 

exotic animals have made it possible for an unregulated domestic trade in Tigers. The 

report also flagged the lack of transparency by the government and the industry on the 

matter.  

In 2015, the Bones of Contention Report estimated that there were more than 280 

tigers (mainly Bengal) in at least 44 facilities in South Africa. In January 2018 we 

ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÐÒÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔȟ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ȬÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȭ ÔÈÁÔ 

had tigers in South Africa. Our research showed that the industry has grown and there 

are now more facilities and more tigers. It also clearly showed that inbreeding in many 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÓ ÒÁÍÐÁÎÔȢ 7Å ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ υφ ȬÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȭ ɉÔÈÉÓ ÆÉÇÕÒÅ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ 

individuals who keep tigers in urban suburbs)55: 

Free State ɀ 15.  

North-West ɀ 14. 

Limpopo ɀ 10. 

Gauteng ɀ 8. 

Eastern Cape ɀ 5. 

Western Cape ɀ 2.  

KwaZulu Natal ɀ 1.  

Our list of ȬÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȭ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ Website. 

This list is by no means exhaustive, as the number of facilities/individuals and 

number and species of Asian big cats is not known, regulated or quantified in South 

Africa.  

                                                             
55 Since the publication of our list we have identified an additional 3 tiger facilities in South Africa  

http://emsfoundation.org.za/wp-content/uploads/FACILITIES-KEEPING-BIG-ASIAN-CATS-IN-CAPTIVITY_BAT_EMS_March2018.pdf
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ά.hb9{ Chw {![9Σ .hb9{ Chw {![9έΥ SHOW US THE 
MONEY! 

Mindmap 
Please follow the link to our Mindmap. It identifies the linkages between exporters and 

ÉÍÐÏÒÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ςπρτ-2017.  

The need for Forensic Investigations 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÓÏ-called legal bone trade is far from transparent and virtually 

nothing about how the industry functions, the make-up of the industry, or the key actors 

involved has been placed in the public domain by the State or the industry. Of concern is 

that the key question of how local actors become linked into and integrated into the 

Asian side of the trade, and the foreign criminal networks and operations is 

ÕÎÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÅÄȢ 4ÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÁÇÅÎÃÉÅÓ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÓÓÕÉÎÇ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ 

bone permits willy-nilly without doing due diligence or proper appraisal and evaluation 

of the traders in South Africa - particularly in relation to who they are, how they become 

involved in the trade or how they became connected to the mainly illicit networks in 

Southeast Asia.  

Through PAIA responses from the Gauteng province (GDARD), interviews and 

investigations, BAT and the EMS Foundation have been able to piece together some 

elements of the so-called legal trade, including the traders/agents involved (on both the 

supply and demand side), the supposed destinations, as well as a few of the big cat 

owners who sell the skeletons on to the traders/agents. However, when it comes to the 

ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÆÌÏ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 

side ɀ after all, this is what is driving the trade ɀ very little is known. Given the links of 

the big cat bone trade to illegal activities, criminal syndicates and tax evasion, it seems 

incredulous that a government department whose key mandate is conservation and 

biodiversity is given the exclusive responsibility on decisions on whether to trade or not 

and what to trade in, based solely on a highly contested and deeply-flawed and 

ÉÄÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÕÓÅȱȢ If the $%!ȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÆÁÉÌ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ 

corruption, criminality a nd suffering, then it follows that it should be held legally liable.   

There are clear links of the big cat bone trade to trafficking (which goes hand-in-

hand with tax evasion, corruption and money laundering) and that the bones for tigers 

http://emsfoundation.org.za/wp-content/uploads/Big-Cat-Skeleton-Exports-2014-2017-Redacted.pdf
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and other big cats hold the most value on the international black market. Yet, there is 

very little in -depth analysis of the money flows for this industry. Much more needs to be 

understood about: the actors involved and their credentials; the structures of the 

industry; and mechanisms and physical movement of money along the trade chain. It is 

also important to probe their financial networks, i.e. who may be bankrolling them or 

why and if they may be fronting for other entities. Who is providing the high-level 

planning, organization and financial resources along the transactional trade chain, 

including sourcing, purchasing, killing, processing, storing, packaging and shipping?  

It is crucial to unpack how the South African traders come into contact with the 

traders in Southeast Asia, what networks they are linked into within South Africa and 

what relationships they have with the predator breeders and the South African Predator 

Association. How do the South African exporters receive payments from the buyers in 

Lao PDR, Vietnam and Thailand? Can the South African government give the assurance 

that money laundering is not being facilitated and that the movement of significant 

illicit financial flow is not involved? How do the customers in Southeast Asia transfer 

funds to their South African suppliers? Can the South African government give the 

assurance that bones/skeletons that are exported to Lao PDR are not illegally exported 

to and traded in Vietnam? South Africa as a Party to CITES is obligated to take 

preventative action to stop these illegal activities. Moreover, South Africa has ratified 

the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and 

the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC). 

http://www.sapredators.co.za/
http://www.sapredators.co.za/
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Boskoppie Lion and Tiger Reserve.  Image: EMS Foundation (September 2017). 

Access to, and analysis of, this information and transparency is crucial, not only 

in understanding the nature of the trade but in gaining insights into its links into illegal 

traffick ing. The South African government urgently needs to open this murky industry 

(and its participants) to public scrutiny so that it can be fully and accurately 

interrogated and understood and the money trail thoroughly monitored. Particularly 

given that this is a highly lucrative trade and that our investigations of the destinations 

on the demand side bring into question the bona fides of the recipients as well as their 

possible links to illegal traffickers. What needs to be publicly investigated is how the 

South African traders (breeders/suppliers/etc., middlemen and exporters) make and 

receive payments, from and to whom, how much and where they have bank accounts. 

Their payments to the South African Revenue Services (SARS) also needs to be urgently 

examined and all their paperwork and invoices scrutinised to check whether they may 

ÂÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ȬÓÈÁÄÏ×ȭ ÉÎÖÏÉÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÎÏÎ-disclosure to SARS. Indeed the 

entire industry needs to be investigate by the Auditor-General. 

Not Adding Up: What the Bone Traders Declare  
BAT and EMS have had access to documents that show what some of the bone 

traders supposedly charged for their 2017 shipments to Southeast Asia, i.e. transaction 

amounts as provided to South African authorities. The inconsistencies related to these 

amounts raise serious concerns. It should be noted that traders had to pay ZAR550 per 



THE EXTINCTION BUSINESS | EMS Foundation & Ban Animal Trading 
 

P a g e 36 | 121 

 

skeleton for DNA tests, which presumably was built into the charged amount. Examples 

include: 

¶ ZAR615,039 for 26 skeletons  (R23,655 per skeleton) to Lao PDR. 

¶ USD86,000 for 40 full skeletons, i.e. with skulls etc. (USD2,150 ɀ approximately 

ZAR26,000) per skeleton to Lao PDR. 

¶ USD49,000 for 32 skeletons (USD2,150 each for 10 full skeletons, i.e. with skulls 

etc. and USD1,250 each for 22 skeletons) to Lao PDR. 

¶ USD8,750 for 7 skeletons (USD1,250 per skeleton) to Lao PDR.  

¶ ZAR34,600 for 5 skeletons (ZAR6,920 per skeleton) to Lao PDR.  

¶ ZAR4,000 for 4 skeletons (ZAR1,000 per skeleton) to Lao PDR. 

¶ ZAR31,000 for 31 skeletons (ZAR1,000 per skeleton) to Vietnam. 

¶ ZAR29,000 for 29 skeletons (ZAR1,000 per skeleton) to Vietnam. 

¶ ZAR29,600 for 37 skeletons (ZAR800 per skeleton) to Thailand. 

¶ ZAR 27,000 for 54 skeletons (ZAR500 per skeleton) to Vietnam. 

¶ ZAR28,500 for 57 full skeletons ɀ 53 with skulls and 4 without (ZAR500 per 

skeleton) to Vietnam. 

¶ ZAR11,000 for 22 full skeletons, i.e. with skulls etc. (ZAR500 per skeleton) to 

Vietnam. 

¶ ZAR6,000 for 12 skeletons (ZAR500 per skeleton) to Thailand. 

¶ ZAR2,000 for 4 skeletons (R500 per skeleton) to LAO PDR. 

As stated in the TRAFFIC & WildCRU 2015 Bones of Contention Report, in 2013 

local South African traders bought complete skeletons from the industry for a maximum 

of about ZAR20 000 and that prices escalated along the trade chain and were several 

times higher when the skeleton reached dealers in Southeast Asia.56  While according to 

interviews conducted in 2017 with a number of South African professional trophy 

hunters ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÃÅ ÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÆÁÒÍ ÇÁÔÅȱ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÃÅ ×ÁÓ :!2σπȟπππ ÔÏ :!2υπȟπππ Á 

skeleton, depending on the size and whether it had a skull, teeth and claws.57 If, indeed, 

ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÐÒÉÃÅ ȰÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÆÁÒÍ ÇÁÔÅȱ ÉÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ :!2σπȟπππ ÔÏ :!2υπȟπππ ÔÈÅÎȟ 

since it is all about profit, it is also very plausible that illegally killing wild lions for the 

bone trade may be cheaper than sourcing bones from the captive-breeding industry. 

                                                             
56 www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf. 
57 Interviews conducted by Mike Cadman, 2017. 

http://www.wildcru.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf
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Bones ready for export from South Africa to Southeast Asia.                           Image: Vivienne Williams. 

Williams et al. (2017) found that the bone traders buy skeletons from multiple 

sources in different provinces, consolidate the shipments, and then usually apply for 

CITES export permits from their home province. Our research shows that since the 

establishment of the quota this is not always the case. Of the twenty-seven CITES export 

permits issued in 2017, 13 were issued by Gauteng, eight by Free State, five by North 

West and the origin of one is unknown. /Æ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÔÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÅØÐÏÒÔÅÄ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÉÎ 

2017, three are domiciled in Gauteng and one is in the Free State.  

Taking the Gap: Exploiting the Severe Flaws in the Oversight 
Process  

Weak Procedures  

Information obtained from the DEA revealed the following procedures for 2017: 

1. The DEA runs the quota and allocates it per application.  

2. The provinces check/count the skeletons before permits are issued or before the 

skeletons/sets of bones are tagged.  

3. The origin/source of the individual skeletons/bones or how and where the lion 

was killed is not recorded. This is a major shortcoming as there is therefore no 

way to check where the lions come from and where or how they were killed. This 

obviously also has major welfare implications.  
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4. Each tag is supposed to be individually numbered, e.g. 1/800 2017(one of 800) 

and so on, and this number must be listed on the CITES export permit 

Addendum. 

5. Before the skeletons/sets of bones are packed a DNA sample is taken per set of 

bones (per skeleton) and sent to the National Zoological Gardens for testing. DNA 

tests would not be able to distinguish between wild or captive lions as it only 

identifies species.  

6. The traders/exporters pay approximately R550 upfront per skeleton.  

7. A huge flaw in the system is that the traders take the bones after the DNA sample 

and then pack them. This is where tiger bones could be swapped for lion bones 

and smuggled out of the country. The TRAFFIC/WILDCRU Joint Report, Bones of 

Contention also identified that there is a serious risk of tiger bone, teeth and 

claws from South Africa being laundered and exported as legal lion specimens 

using CITES export permits.58 

8. A random DNA sample may be taken at the airport, however if it does occur   

only one item per consignment would be tested. This is because DNA costs (at 

this stage of the process) are paid for by State and only a limited budget has been 

allocated for this purpose. (The LAB-IN-A-BOX portable DNA barcoding kit, 

which makes species identification possible for port officials within a few hours 

was only presented to South Africa on 20 November 2017.59 The information we 

found is that these kits have not yet been rolled out in South Africa. Port officials 

would also need to be trained to use the kit.) As the majority of the skeletons left 

South Africa before the 20th November, DNA samples, if taken at ports of exit, 

would have had to be sent to a laboratory for testing and this would have taken 

days if not weeks, by which time the consignments would have already left the 

country. 

 

                                                             
58 www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_o f_contention.pdf. 
59 https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/11/171120085428.htm . 

http://www.wildcru.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/11/171120085428.htm
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Photograph taken by Vivienne Williams. 

What Moratorium? 

It is important to note that CITES export permits were issued in 2017 before 19 

June (when the quota was set)  and at least 50 skeletons were exported before June as a 

result in 201760. This also means that they were not subjected to the above procedures, 

despite the fact that they were part of the 2017 quota and that the DEA had publicly 

stated it had placed a mÏÒÁÔÏÒÉÕÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÏÔÁ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ 

set and even although in a press release dated 28 June 2017 announcing the quota the 

-ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰThis announcement is in line with the commitment made earlier 

this year by the Minister that no lion bones or other derivatives would be exported from 

South Africa from January 2017 until a quota has been set, and a determination made as 

ÔÏ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÄȢȱ However, the DEA only sent an email dated 20 

January 2017 instructing the Provinces to withdraw all permits dealing with lion bones 

until the quota has been established. As this email was retracted by the DEA in February 

2017, South Africa did not comply with its commitment to CITES.  

                                                             
60 According to information we have obtained using PAIA. 
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On the February 2nd ςπρχȟȭÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎe trader Andries Van Tonder legally disputed 

the CITES annotation (that an annual quota must be established before any bones can 

be exported and which came into effect on 2 January 2017). It was settled out of court 

as the DEA, in response, decided to retract its email to the Provinces on 20 January 2017 

and validate the export permits.  This situation arose because the Gauteng Department 

of Agriculture and Rural Development (GDARD) issued a number of permits to traders 

after the decision was taken at CITES COP17 on 2 October 2016, including two permits 

in October 2016 to Van Tonder to export 60 skeletons to Son Long Investments in 

Vietnam. GDARD continued to issue permits in November and December 2016 and 

January and February 2017. Shipments also went out of the country in January and 

February 2017. 

Manus (Marthinus Philippus) Steyl also lodged an Application against the Free 

State Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs (Case 

No.: 2841/17, Bloemfontein) on 23 June 2017. Steyl was ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ȰÃÏÍÐÅÌÌÉÎÇ 

the Province to consider the applications submitted by the applicant for the exportation 

of any bones, bone pieces, bone products, claws, skeletons, skulls and teeth of Lions 

ÄÅÒÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȱȢ 3ÔÅÙÌ ÁÒgued that the Province had not 

considered his applications for permits because of the decision at CITES COP17 in 2016 

to set a quota. His Motion was that the Province can still consider the applications and 

allow Steyl to trade pending the finalization of the quota.61  

QuotaShmota: Why Worry About Weights and Quantities? 

The DEA set and allocated the 2017 quota at 800 lion skeletons. But our 

research, which also gave us access to the CITES export permits, damningly shows that 

the DEA, who were running the quota nationally, oversaw the issuing of CITES permits 

for 870 skeletons and signed-off on their export. The DEA cannot argue that all these 

permits may not have been used, as we have verified every one of them against actual 

exports. Moreover, some of the allocated numbers were issued/used twice.62   

As if all of this is not worrying enough, our investigations reveal that if one 

analyses the weights of the big cat skeletons that were exported in 2017, many more 

than 870 were actually exported. In fact, it could mean that at least twice or three times 

                                                             
61 https://pmg.org.za/committee -meeting/25178/ . 
62 For examples, allocated numbers: 494-497, 499, 501-508, 510, 519, 520.  

https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/25178/
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as many lion skeletons were exported than what was declared and it could also mean 

that tiger bones could have been included in the consignment. 

There are mounting concerns that the legal sale of lion bones is masking an 

illegal trade. In addition, given that the captive breeding of tiger and ligers in South 

Africa is unregulated and growing, and that provincial conservation authorities are 

Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÔÏ ȰÅÕÔÈÁÎÉÚÅȱ ÔÉÇÅÒÓ ÉÓ ÄÒÁÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ63, the probability 

is high that bones from CITES Appendix I tigers, and/or ligers, bred in captivity in South 

Africa are being laundered as lion bones using CITES Appendix II permits. This can be 

achieved by fraudulently falsify ing the quantities of skeletons declared on CITES export 

permits. Researchers Williams, Loveridge, Newton and Macdonald  developed a method 

ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÔÅÃÔ ȰÍÉÓ-ÄÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÂÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ ȰÔÈÅ 

average mass of a lion skeleton to corroborate the numbers of skeletons declared on 

CITES permits, relative to the weight of the consolidated consignments stated on the air 

×ÁÙÂÉÌÌÓȱȢ64 Their peer-ÒÅÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ςπρυ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȟ Ȭ3ËÕÌÌÄÕÇÇÅÒÙȭȡ ,ÉÏÎÓ !ÌÉÇÎ ÁÎÄ 

Their Mandibles Rock!, demonstrates that the average weight of a lion skeleton with a 

skull is nine kilograms (but can vary between six and thirteen) and that skeletons 

without skulls weigh between six to nine kilograms. 

Given that the mean average of a full lion skeleton is 9 kilograms, our 

examination of a sample of 10 skeleton consignments exported in 2017 alarmingly 

indicates that the individual skeletons actually exported on average weighed between 

11 and 30 kilograms (and before being put into cartons for shipment). Moreover, in one 

instance, the veterinary certificates (which have the weights as provided by the 

processing taxidermist) indicated that the total weight for 71 skeletons was 1,580 

kilograms ɀ an amount equal to at least double the quantity of skeletons declared.65 This 

implies that the industry is trying to conceal an illegal trade in tigers, ligers and lions 

and that some of the traders are deliberately under-declaring the 

quantities/number/species of skeletons they are commercially exporting by 

fraudulently falsifying documentation (possibly with the help of corrupt officials) to 

                                                             
63 Werner Boing, pers. comm. 11/03/2015, quoted in Vivienne L. Williams, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, 
DÁÖÉÄ 7Ȣ -ÁÃÄÏÎÁÌÄ Ȭ3ËÕÌÌÄÕÇÇÅÒÙȭȡ ,ÉÏÎÓ !ÌÉÇÎ ÁÎÄ 4ÈÅÉÒ -ÁÎÄÉÂÌÅÓ 2ÏÃËȦ 0,Ï3 /.% ρπɉρρɊȡ Åπρσυρττȟ ÐȢχȟ 
November 2015. 
64 6ÉÖÉÅÎÎÅ ,Ȣ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓȟ !ÎÄÒÅ× *Ȣ ,ÏÖÅÒÉÄÇÅȟ $ÁÖÉÄ *Ȣ .Å×ÔÏÎȟ $ÁÖÉÄ 7Ȣ -ÁÃÄÏÎÁÌÄ Ȭ3ËÕÌÌÄÕÇÇÅÒÙȭȡ ,ÉÏÎÓ !ÌÉÇÎ ÁÎÄ 
Their Mandibles Rock! PLoS ONE 10(11): e0135144, November 2015. 
65 It is not known if they had already been packed in cartons when weighed.   
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increase their profits. It also means that the real extent and nature of this controversial, 

sordid and yet inexplicably legal, trade is not known.   

Of grave concern is that these consignments were all stamped and approved by 

the DEA at the airport and attached to the CITES export permit. It is also alarming that 

this has not been picked up by any of the CITES authorities along the trade chain and as 

a result could point to corruption. Examples of some of these illegally exported bone 

consignments are: 

¶ An average weight per skeleton of 20.5 kilograms (62.75% which they declared 

had no skulls). This is more than double the average weight of a lion skeleton 

with a skull and could mean that at least twice or three times as many lion 

skeletons were exported than what was declared and it could also mean that 

tiger bones could also have been included in the consignment. 

¶ An average weight per skeleton of 18.7 kilograms (50% which they declared had 

no skulls). This is double the average weight of a full lion skeleton and could 

mean that at least twice as many lion skeletons were exported than what was 

declared and it could also mean that tiger and/or liger bones could have been 

included in the consignment.  

¶ An average weight per skeleton of 18.3 kilograms (full skeletons). This is double 

the average weight of a full lion skeleton and could mean that at least twice as 

many lion skeletons were exported than what was declared and it could also 

mean that tiger and/or liger bones could also have been included in the 

consignment.  

¶ An average weight per skeleton of 17.6 kilograms (50% which they declared had 

no skulls). This is almost double the average weight of a full lion skeleton and 

could mean that at least twice as many lion skeletons were exported than what 

was declared and it could also mean that tiger and/or liger bones could also 

have been included in the consignment.  

In 2017, an illegal wildlife trader in Vietnam claimed that lion bone from Africa sent to 

Vietnam cost him USD880 per kilogram (approx. ZAR10,500).66 If indeed this is an 

accurate indication, then killing lions and captive tigers and ligers for their bones is not 

                                                             
66 Grinding Rhino Operation Red Cloud, Elephant Action League Investigative Report, July 2017, p.69. 
https://elephantleague.org/wp -content/uploads/2017/07/Grinding -Rhino-July2017-Elephant-Action-League.pdf. 

https://elephantleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Grinding-Rhino-July2017-Elephant-Action-League.pdf
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only a dangerously lucrative endeavour  but one which may serve to motivate the 

various actors involved to illegally fabricate the quantities (and species) of skeletons 

declared on CITES export permits.    

Of major concern is information that has recently been brought to light by the 

EIA, CITES AC30 AGENDA ITEM 25: Supplementary Information on Lion Trade, July 2018, 

which shows that in China lion bone is now being sold at about three times the price of 

wild tiger bone. According to the EIA, ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ȰÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÁÓ Á ȬÃÈÅÁÐÅÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÌÙ 

ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÓÕÂÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȭ ÔÏ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÒ ÍÁÒËÅÔÓȟ ÌÉÏÎ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÓ ÅØÁÃÅÒÂÁÔÉÎg demand for 

tiger and other big cat productsȣpublicly available court records from China indicate 

that lion parts are not traded as a cheaper substitute to tiger, and instead are sold to 

consumers as tiger. We are very concerned that trade in lion is exacerbating the 

perceived availability and acceptability of tiger products and is stimulating further 

demand. In eight of a total 23 seizures of lion parts in China collated by EIAȣ, court 

records specifically indicate that the item in question was being sold as tiger, and thus 

was not serving as a substitute product. We therefore support the alternative 

interpretation that lion parts are serving to augment demand for tiger. Court records 

also reveal that per kilogram prices for lion bone in China one step in the trade chain 

away from the final consumer are 2-3 times higher than those for wild-sourced tiger 

bone.ȱ  

EIA also revealed that the scale of illegal lion trade in China is much larger than 

reported and that China is a key destination country for trafficked lion parts. ȰEIA has 

collated information on seizures of lion parts and products in China from open source 

media, including news reports and publicly available court recordsȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÔÁÌÓ are 

significantly higher than those presented by CITES for the upcoming CITES Animal 

Committee meeting (AC30, July 2018).  

Apart from the trader networks, other actors in the trade chain include airlines 

and shipping agents. Our investigations reveal that the airline that transported all the 

ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÔÏ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔ Asia in 2017 was Singapore Airlines.  The shipping agents were 

Airline Express/U-Bag and Air Menzies.   
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It is also clear from permit information that 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ allowing 

and condoning the domestic trade in lion bone. 67 

 

THE PREDATORY ELIT9Υ ²IhΩ{ ²Ih Lb ¢I9 .h5¸ 
PARTS TRADE ZOO 

Only a small group of people benefit from the industry. Indeed, in 2017 there 

were four  traders  from South Africa (Sandra Linde Taksidermie, Stephanus Jacobus 

Alberts, Herman De Jager, and Gavin Oberholzer) export ing ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ to five  

importers  via CITES permits. Three are domiciled in the Gauteng and one in the Free 

State. In terms of 2017 declared quantity, Vietnam was the largest importer (Thanh 

Manh Hung Company and Vinh-Phu Joint Stock Company) , followed by Lao PDR 

(Ainthaphone Trading/Vannaseng Trading and Somok Phaimany) and Thailand 

(Natakorn Yuennan).  

It is unclear why the DEA would choose to support the business interests of a 

small group of people driven by the desire to make profit from the body parts of lions 

and other big cats at the expense of ethical conservation practice. If South Africa is to be 

regarded as a responsible and ethical custodian of wild animals, and a country that 

cares about wild animals in other African countries and across the globe, urgent action 

needs to be taken to curtail the captive breeding of lions and other big cats and the sale 

of their bones and skeletons. 

The DEA has consistently denied the EMS Foundation access to information on 

the actors in the captive breeding industry, the bone traders/exporters and the actual 

destination addresses, i.e., the information on the CITES export permits. Without this 

ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ 

industry. Fortunately for BAT and the EMS Foundation, different agencies within the 

3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÃÌÕÓÔÅÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ 

differently, and it was a game-changer when the Gauteng Province gave us access to 

their permits. This information plus additional data made available to us, information in 

                                                             
67 Permit no. 000059 (GDARD) issued on 31/05/2017 to Mr Nkuna in Mpumalanga for buying and transport of lion 
bones from bone-trader S. J. Alberts. 
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the public domain and our own investigations meant we could try to piece together 

information on the Traders and Destinations.     

In response to Parliamentary Questions (1734 and 1343) from the Democratic 

Alliance in April and June 2011 requesting the names of the exporters and end 

recipients on export consignments to Lao PDR in 2009 and 2010, the Minister of Water 

and Environmental Affairs provided the following information:  

South African Traders:  

¶ Mr S. H. Rothman.68 

¶ Mr J. P. Wapenaar / Mr S H Rothman.69  

¶ Hatari Taxidermy. 

¶ Mr G. J. van Zyl (c/o Hatari Taxidermy). 

¶ Mr T. Cloete. 

¶ Sandra Linde Taxidermy.70  

¶ Mr M. P. Steyl (c/o C Williamson Savuti Taxidermy).  

¶ Mr J. J. van der Westhuizen (Letsatsi la Africa). 

Importers : 

¶ S. Durosagham. 

¶ Sipharpra Duarseram.  

¶ Vixay Keosovang.   

¶ Jacek Raczka. 

¶ Bounpasong Paphatsalang. 

This information has been published on the internet by the DEA.71 It also linked the 

ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ directly to Vixay Keosavang72:  

¶ Sandra Linde Taxidermy. 

¶ Sebastian Rothmann. 

¶ Manus (Marthinus Philippus) Steyl. 

¶ J. J. (Kobus) Van Der Westhuizen.  

                                                             
68 Note: spelling is actually Rothmann. 
69 Ibid. 
70 Registered as Sandra Linde Taksidermie. 
71 https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary_updates/question1734.pdf . 
72 Most of them remain in the live lion and lion body part business.  

https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary_updates/question1734.pdf
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However, the Minister did not include reference to transactions that took place in 

October 2010 between Xaysavang Trading Export-Import, 174 Ban Anousonxay, Paksan 

District, Bolikhamxay, Lao PDR and several South African traders. This information 

(including copies of invoices and permits) was placed in the public domain by forensic 

ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÏÒ 0ÁÕÌ /ȭ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎ73 and exposed some of the following: 

¶ Juan Pace (Shangwari Safaris) for 17 lion carcasses. 

¶ Steyl Game (Marnus Steyl) for 13 skeletons. 

¶ Leeuwbosch Game Farm (Dr Deon Engelbrecht) for 45 lion carcasses.  

¶ Letters from Steyl Game and Leeuwbosch GaÍÅ ,ÏÄÇÅ Ȱ4Ï 7ÈÏÍ ÉÔ -ÁÙ 

#ÏÎÃÅÒÎȱȟ ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÅÄ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÓÏ ȰÁÃÔ ÁÓ ÇÁÍÅ 

ÂÒÏËÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ×ÉÌÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȱȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ȰÄÏ ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇ 

with Xaysavang Trading in Laos regarding legal hunting and game broking in 

South Africa and assist with the exports of predators, wild game, antelope and 

ÅØÏÔÉÃ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ɉÒÈÉÎÏȟ ÓÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÁÎ ÁÎÔÅÌÏÐÅɊȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÈÅÌÐ ÔÏ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅ ÁÎÄ 

ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔ ÈÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÃÌÉÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ 8ÁÙÓÁÖÁÎÇ 4ÒÁÄÉÎÇ %ØÐÏÒÔ )ÍÐÏÒÔ ÃÏ ÌÔÄ ÏÆ ,ÁÏÓȢȱ 

&ÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅÙ ȰÁÓÓÉÓt the above mentioned company in the buying of wild animals 

ÁÎÄ ÏÂÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÐÅÒÍÉÔÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÅØÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ,ÁÏÓȢȱ  

According to investigative journalist *ÕÌÉÁÎ 2ÁÄÅÍÅÙÅÒȟ Ȱ8ÁÙÓÁÖÁÎÇ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

attention of South African authorities in September 2008, when Chunchom and four 

other suspects were arrested in Middelburg in Mpumalanga after they allegedly offered 

an undercover policeman $60 000 for three rhino horns. The case against Chunchom 

and two other suspects was later withdrawn. In July 2009 the Kenya Wild Animals 

Service (KWS) and customs officers seized 260kg of elephant ivory and 18kg of rhino 

horn at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. The shipment was registered to Xaysavang 

and was destined for Laos. Officials suspected the shipment originated in South 

!ÆÒÉÃÁȢȱ74 In addition, +ÅÏÓÁÖÁÎÇȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ×ÉÄÅÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ×ÉÌÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ 

noted by various law enforcement agencies in Asia from as early as 2003.75 The fact that 

South Africa was issuing CITES export permits to criminal syndicates and questionable 

                                                             
73 Copies of all the original documents can be found on Forensic Investigator 0ÁÕÌ /ȭ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ 
https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/ Annex. G. 
74 https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Bloody -rhino-poaching-trail -leads-to-SA-safari-operator-
20110721. 
75 See: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/27/revealed -how-senior-laos-officials-cut-deals-
with -animal-traffickers. 

http://www.leeuwbosch.co.za/
https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio-posts/rhino-poaching/
https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Bloody-rhino-poaching-trail-leads-to-SA-safari-operator-20110721
https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Bloody-rhino-poaching-trail-leads-to-SA-safari-operator-20110721
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/27/revealed-how-senior-laos-officials-cut-deals-with-animal-traffickers
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/27/revealed-how-senior-laos-officials-cut-deals-with-animal-traffickers
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destinations after they had knowledge of the Xasavang Network speaks to the gapping 

loopholes in CITES permitting mechanisms.     

In answer to a Parliamentary Question (NW2564, September 2017) the Minister 

of Environmental Affairs said that the reasons for setting the lion skeleton quota was to 

ȰÁÖÏÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÍÏÎÏÐÏÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÐÌÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÔÏ !ÓÉÁȣ [and to] avoid 

stimulating illegal tradeȢȱ 76 Yet, all the available evidence shows that it is reinforcing the 

existing monopoly of bone-traders in South Africa and stimulating the illegal trade in 

Southeast Asia.  

According to Williams et al., ÉÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ςπρχ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÉØ ÅØÐÏÒÔÅÒÓȟ ȰÆÉÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ 

'ÁÕÔÅÎÇȣ ÁÎÄȣone of whom was listed in the 2011 DEA document.ȱ77 From our own 

investigations it is likely to be Sandra Linde Taksidermie, meaning that Johann Linde 

and his mother, Sandra have been exporting the bones of big cats to Southeast Asia 

since at least 2009. Our research shows that they continue to do so.  

Our investigations, as well as information gathered from PAIA responses, clearly 

ÓÈÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÏÎÌÙ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÅÇÁÌÌÙ ÅØÐÏÒÔ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 

bones; that these exporters know each other; and that at times they deal with the same 

importing entit ies. From 2015±2017 there has been an exclusive monopoly on this 

trade, because there appear to be only 5 key exporters, with a sixth being a smaller 

player.78 All of them reside in Gauteng province except for Johann and Sandra Linde 

who are in the Free State province.   

The South African bone exporters have other business interests as well. In one 

case two exporters use addresses that do not correspond with businesses operating at 

those premises. He also owns, or owned a company, called Spikes Computers which is 

listed as being located at Voortrekker Road, Krugersdorp. This is the same address this 

is sometimes listed for Amabula Thatching which is owned by another predator bone 

trader, Herman de Jager. A visit to Voortrekker Road shows that four companies occupy 

this address - Smoke Braai Supplies; Cupcake Connexion; Bidvest Car Rental and 

0ÈÉÌËÕÌȭÓ 4ÈÁÉ -ÁÓÓÁÇÅȢ 

                                                             
76 Question NW2564 to the Minister of Environmental Affairs, 19 September 2017. 
77Vivienne L. Williams, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, David W. Macdonald. A roaring trade? The legal trade in 
Panthera leo bones from Africa to East-Southeast Asia. PLOS ONE, p.12, 24 October 2017. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996 . 
78 JDT Exports/Johan Du Toit, Farm 154, Hartebeesfontein, Hekpoort, Gauteng (74 skeletons exported 2015± 2016). 

https://pmg.org.za/committee-question/6653/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996
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Our research shows that these traders export exclusively to Lao PDR, Vietnam 

and Thailand. As they often send skeletons/bones to the same importing addresses, it 

means they are part of a shared network, and in some instances linked to illegal 

networks.   

The key questions that need answers are: 

¶ What mechanisms and linkages do the South African bone traders and exporters 

use to get in touch with the bone importers in Lao PDR, Vietnam and Thailand? 

¶ What local networks (supply and financial) are the South African exporters part 

of? 

¶ Do the South African bone exporters operate or front on behalf of other entities?    

Information obtained through PAIA, public social networks and additional research 

disclose the following about the South African exporters: 

¶ Hermanus Frederick De Jager. Tarlton or Voortrekker Road, Krugersdorp, 

Gauteng. The address in Voortrekker Rd in Krugersdorp is also the supposed 

address of a company called Spikes Computers run by another big cat 

skeleton/bone trader: Andries VAN TONDER. However, Amabula Thatchers is 

not located at this address, instead 0ÈÉÌËÕÌȭÓ 4ÈÁÉ -ÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÉÓȢ  

   

     Herman De Jager 

https://www.facebook.com/herman.dejager.50


THE EXTINCTION BUSINESS | EMS Foundation & Ban Animal Trading 
 

P a g e 49 | 121 

 

¶ Stephanus Johannes Alberts. Doornpoort, Pretoria, Gauteng.  

¶ Sandra Linde Taksidermie. In 2017, Johann Linde was by far the largest exporters 

of big cat bones from South Africa to Southeast Asia (specifically Vietnam) and is 

one of the first entities on record to legally export lion bones. 

Address: Eensgevonden Farm, Free State. Tel: 058 913 2918. Company 

registration number: 2008-074810-23cc. Although the business is called Sandra 

Linde Taksidermie, in fact it is only registered in *ÏÈÁÎÎ ,ÉÎÄÅȭÓ ÎÁÍÅȢ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pinned Location: Sandra Linde Taksidermie. 

                    
               Johann Linde 

           

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10211923267895921&set=a.3959571386558.2148712.1198478170&type=3&theater
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¶ Gavin Clifton Oberholzer (Clifton Trading). Bredell, Kempton Park, Gauteng. Some 

of the skeletons exported by Oberholzer are processed at Burns Taxidermy 

(Gerhard Riekert - see no.7. below).   

¶ Andries Van Tonder. Krugersdorp, Gauteng. GDARD issued Van Tonder a Standing 

Permit (no. 20586) on 10 October 2017 (valid for three years) to possess, keep, 

convey, sell, buy, donate, access, transport and process lion bones/entire 

carcasses (with or without skulls).  

                      
Andries Van Tonder and his wife Narachon Damrongkul 

According to 6ÁÎ 4ÏÎÄÅÒȭÓ Facebook page, he is the owner of Spikes Computers. 

The address of Spikes Computers is 278 Vootrekker Road, Krugersdorp, which is the 

same address that bone trader, Herman De Jager, gives as his business address. Our on-

site investigations show that neither of these businesses is located at the addresses 

provided on the CITES permits.  

What is at 278 VooÒÔÒÅËËÅÒ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ÉÓ 0ÈÉÌËÕÌȭÓ 4ÈÁÉ -ÁÓÓÁÇÅȢ Andries van 

4ÏÎÄÅÒȭÓ 4ÈÁÉ ×ÉÆÅȟ Narachon Damrongkul is a Facebook friend of Phikul Khejornsit 

+ÅÍÐ ÔÈÅ Ï×ÎÅÒ ÏÆ 0ÈÉÌËÕÌȭÓ 4ÈÁÉ -ÁÓÓÁÇÅȢ .ÁÒÁÃÈÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

recipients of lion bones from Andries Van Tonder (her husband) in 2014 in LAO PDR, 

namely, Development Agriculture and Industry, Paksane District, Bolikhamxay, Lao 

PDR. This address is also in the same District linked to named wild animals traffickers 

Xasavang Trading and Vannaseng Trading Company. This same address was also used 

by oÔÈÅÒ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÒÓȟ ÎÁÍÅÌÙ Rothmann, Riekert and De Jager (with different 

ȰÆÒÏÎÔȱ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓȟ ÎÁÍÅÌÙȟ *ÉÒÁÐÏÎ $ÏÎÙÏÔÁ ÁÎÄ Seree Kongsaree.   

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1695515720567943&set=a.112626605523537.13024.100003285948886&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/andries.v.tonder
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Spikes%20Computers
https://www.facebook.com/ninadamr
https://www.facebook.com/seree.kongsaree
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¶ Gerhard Riekert, owner of Burns Taxidermy. Exported 3 skeletons in 2014.  

Derdepoort, Pretoria, Gauteng. The same address on the CITES export permits 

was used as the address for Sebastian Rothmann.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Sebastian/ Sebastiaan Hendricks Rothmann ɀ also known as Basjan Rothmann 

(Exported 20 skeletons in 2014).  

 
Source. 

https://www.facebook.com/gerhard.riekert.12
http://www.burnstaxidermy.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/basjan.rothmann
https://www.facebook.com/BishopVickBeck
https://www.facebook.com/BishopVickBeck
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¶ Images Of Africa Taxidermists (Kevin Cooper) 

Protea Ridge, Krugersdorp. Exported 2 skeletons in 2014. 

 

According to the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs in 2011, Rothmann was 

ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓȾÂÏÎÅÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ςππωȢ79 In 2009, Rothmann (Address 

given as 17 Howitzer Laan, Ifafi, Hartebeespoort) paid ZAR50 to get a permit to buy 53 

lion carcasses from the following places: B. B. Joubert Uitspan Leeus Mareetsane, North 

West (5); A. K. Reinaiker, Broekskuurfarm, Tosca North West (19); J. J. Taljaard, 

Madiakgama Farm, Tlakgameng North West (11); Dr Deon Engelbrecht, Leeuwbosch 

Game Lodge, 52 Stella Street, Stella, Olifantshoek North West (18).80 

¶ JDT EXPORTS/Johan Du Toit, Hartebeesfontein, Hekpoort, Gauteng. Exported 74 

skeletons in 2015±2016.  

 

                                                             
79 Question no. 1734 internal question paper no. 18 nw1959e, 24 June 2011: with reference to her replies to question 
ρρστ ÏÎ ρρ !ÐÒÉÌ ςπρρ ÁÎÄ ρστσ ÏÎ ρπ *ÕÎÅ ςπρρȟ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÅØÐÏÒÔ ÃÏÎÓÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ,ÁÏ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
in 2009 and 2010, what is the name of the (a) exporter and (b) end recipient receiving the goods? 
80 #ÏÐÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ &ÏÒÅÎÓÉÃ )ÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÏÒ 0ÁÕÌ /ȭ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ 
https://www.forensicsforjustice .org/portfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/ Annex. A. 

http://www.imagesafrica.co.za/
https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio-posts/rhino-poaching/
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  Source: Annex F: https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/p ortfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/ 

The business card above shows that JDT Exports/Johan Du Toit and Sebastian 

Rothmann were linked. -ÏÒÅÏÖÅÒ $Õ 4ÏÉÔȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ +ÁÒÉÎȭÓ previous surname was 

Rothmann. The 2010 &ÏÒÅÎÓÉÃÓ ÆÏÒ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅȾ0ÁÕÌ /ȭ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÌÉÎË 2othmann 

(and Engelbrecht) to Xasavang.81 Moreover, according to Guardian investigative 

journalist Nick Davies, Sebastian Rothmann and Johannes Du Toit frequently visited the 

offices of Boonchai Bach and his brother in Nakhon Phanom, northeast Thailand in 

2016.82 $Õ 4ÏÉÔȭÓ Facebook page shows that he was also in Nakhon Phanom in 2014 and 

that he spends months at a time in Thailand and Laos. He was in Vientiane on 1 

September 2017 and Paksan in October 2017 as well as 19 October 2014. Paksan is 

where a number oÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ are exported to.  

$Õ 4ÏÉÔȭÓ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅ provides evidence that he is linked to Vixay Keosavang 

in some way. His Facebook friends include: Randy Westraadt, Khaek Soumeexay. 

Soumeexay is also Facebook friends with wildlife trafficker boss Vixay Keosavang,  

+ÅÏÓÁÖÁÎÇȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ Nong Paphutsalang, Johan Du Toit and  Andries Van Tonder (South 

African bone dealer) and Narachon Damrongkul (the wife of Andre Van Tonder). Vixay 

+ÅÏÓÁÖÁÎÇȟ *ÏÈÁÎ $Õ 4ÏÉÔ ÁÎÄ $Õ 4ÏÉÔȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ Karin are Facebook friends with Somok 

Phaimany (Den), a big cat bone importer. Du Toit and Keosavang are also both 

Facebook friends with Sutthichia Jangjumrus. Jangjumrus is also Facebook friends with 

$Õ 4ÏÉÔȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ Karin, Khaek Sounixay, Den Phaimany and Seree Kongsaree (see 

Development Agriculture Industry). 

                                                             
81 https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/ Annex-C and Annex-F. 
82 Email correspondence with Nick Davies, 05 June 2018. 

https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio-posts/rhino-poaching/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100005102118275&lst=100004271710958%3A100005102118275%3A1528447705.
https://www.facebook.com/khek.soumeexay?lst=100004271710958%3A100009395450286%3A1528471140
https://www.facebook.com/vixay.keosavang.5
https://www.facebook.com/nong.paphutsalang
https://www.facebook.com/denphaimany?lst=100004271710958%3A100002085416937%3A1528560377
https://www.facebook.com/denphaimany?lst=100004271710958%3A100002085416937%3A1528560377
https://www.facebook.com/sutthichai.jangjumrus.5
https://www.facebook.com/karin.toit.7
https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio-posts/rhino-poaching/
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Du Toit now lives in Mkuze in the KwaZulu-Natal province. We have written 

ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ %ÚÅÍÖÅÌÏ +:. 7ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ Ȱhave no registered predator 

ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÒÓȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +:. ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȢ83 Could Du Toit be a bone broker (a middleman) for 

the South African dealers? 4ÈÅ ÌÉÎË ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ,ÁÏÔÉÁÎ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÅÒ Somok 

Phaimany and John Du Toit also links him to Keosavang. It also links 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ 

bone trader S. J. (Stefan) Alberts tÏ $Õ 4ÏÉÔȢ $Õ 4ÏÉÔ ÁÎÄ 2ÏÔÈÍÁÎÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

infamous traffickers the Bach Brothers, including visits to their offices in Thailand in 

ςπρφȟ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÉÎËÓ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÒ 3. J. (Stefan) Alberts to the Bach 

brothers (see shipment by Alberts to Limited Partnership Boonchai.   

  

         

                                                             
83 Email received from EKZN Wildlife Andrew Muir, Senior Legal Advisor dated 13 March 2018. 
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¶ In 2014 three skeletons with skulls were exported to the USA as hunting 

trophies. The importer was Siu-Ming HONG, Midlothian Virginia.   

4ÈÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÁÕÔÅÎÇ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÒÓ/exporters was confirmed in a written 

response from GDARD in May 2018, see below. It includes Casper Jan Hendrik Van Wyk 

who, according to GDARD, although registered in 2016, has not as yet exported. 

Number  Name of lion bone traders  Province  

1. Gavin Clifton Oberholzer Gauteng 

2. Hermanus Frederick de 

Jager 

Gauteng 

3. Andries van Tonder Gauteng 

4. Casper Jan Hendrik van Wyk Gauteng 

5. S.J. Alberts Gauteng 

6. J.H. du Toit Gauteng 
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The confirmed declared 294584 skeletons exported from 2014 to 201785 (whi ch BAT 

and the EMS Foundation are aware of and can account for) were exported as follows:  

TRADER       NUMBER OF SKELTONS 

Andries VAN TONDER     791 (2015 ɀ 2016) 

Herman DE JAGER      690 (2014 ɀ 2017) 

Gavin Clifton OBERHOLTZER (Clifton Trading)  591 (2014 ɀ 2017) 

Sandra LINDE Taksidermie     424 (2017) 

Stephanus Johannes ALBERTS    350 (2014 ɀ 2017)  

Johannes Hendrik DU TOIT         74 (2015 and 2016) 

Gerhard RIEKERT (Burns Taxidermy)        20 (2014) 

Sebastian ROTHMANN         3 (2014) 

Kevin COOPER (Images of Africa Taxidermists)       2 (2014) 

A breakdown of where each trader sent the skeletons and the quantities declared is as 

follows: 

TRADER COUNTRY IMPORTER AS PER 

CITES PERMIT 

SKELETONS YEARS 

VAN TONDER, Andries Vietnam Son Long Investments 484 2015-

2017 

 Lao PDR Vinasakhone 128 2016 

 Vietnam Bao Huy Import- Export 

Trading 

101 2015 

 Lao PDR Empt-Import - Export 

Lao LTD 

48 2015 

 Lao PDR Development 

Agriculture & Industry  

25 2014 

 Thailand Lisa Lion Import Export 5 2015 

     

DE JAGER, Hermanus F Lao PDR Ainthaphone Trading 408 2016, 

2017 

 Lao PDR SVT Trading 112 2015, 

2016 

 Vietnam Son Long Investments 49 2016 

                                                             
84 It is likely that this number is consiÄÅÒÁÂÌÙ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌÌÙ ÆÁÌÓÉÆÉÅÄ ȰÍÉÓÄÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ ÏÆ 
skeleton quantities. 
85 Based on information gathered by BAT and the EMS Foundation. Note that totals per year are based on the exports 
of permits issued in that year. 
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 Vietnam Bao Huy Imp -Exp 39 2015 

 Vietnam Trans Giang 39 2015 

 Lao PDR Phonsavanh Trading 32 2015 

 Lao PDR Development 

Agriculture & Industry  

10 2014 

 Thailand International Logistics 1 2015 

     

OBERHOLZER, Gavin Clifton 

(Clifton Trading)  

Thailand Natakorn Yuennan 383 2015,2016 

- 2017 

  Lao PDR Vannaseng Trading  112 2014 

 Lao PDR Wattanasook Trading 67 2014 

 Lao PDR Johnny Pakxam 29 2014 

     

SANDRA LINDE 

TAKSIDERMIE 

Vietnam Thanh Manh Hung Co. 251 2017 

 Vietnam Vinh Phu ɀ CMT Joint 

Stock Company 

173 2017 

     

ALBERTS, Stephanus Johannes Lao PDR Somok Phaimany  110 2017 

 Lao PDR Sinthavy Import- 

Export Co 

75 2016 

 Lao PDR Lilavady (correct sp. 

Lilavadi) 

53 2016,2017 

 Lao PDR KNT Trading LTD 46 2015,2016 

 Thailand Lisa Lion Import Export 21 2015 

 Thailand  Limited Partnership 

Boonchai 

20 2016 

 Lao PDR CNP Import- Export 

LTD  

16 2015 

 Lao PDR Vinasakhone 9 2016 

     

DU TOIT, Johannes Hendrik  

(JDT Exports) 

Lao PDR Jikplecheep (or 

Jitplecheep) Ning  

50 2015 

 Lao PDR JDT Imports  12 2016 

 Thailand  Lisa Lion Import Export 12 2015 

RIEKERT, Gerhard 

(Burns Taxidermy)  

Lao PDR Development 

Agriculture and 

Industry  

20 2014 
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ROTHMAN(N), Sebastian Lao PDR Development 

Agriculture and 

Industry  

3 2014 

     

COOPER, Kevin (Images of 

Africa Taxidermists)  

Vietnam Hoan Van Dien 2 2014 

 

UNLEASHING HELL: THE RISE OF LION BONE 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES, FACTORY FARMING AND THE 
MASS KILLING OF LIONS 

On the April 25th 2018, a whistleblower, Armand Gerber, a manager at 0ÒÅÄÁÔÏÒȭÓ 

Pride (a captive predator business located in Hartbeespoort in the North West 

province), told members of the animal protection community and the media about the 

existence of a lion slaughterhouse in the Free State province established for the sole 

purpose of killing lions for their skeletons to sell into the tiger/lion bone trade in 

Southeast Asia.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Ourwildworldnature/videos/550758635325039/UzpfSTk0NjAyNzYwNTUyMjUzNzoxMDAwMDQ2MjYzNDU0MDA0/
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The slaughterhouse is located on the farm 7ÁÇ ȭÎ "ÉÅÔÊÉÅ in the Glen district 

outside of Bloemfontein and owned by Andre (Andreas Jacobus) Steyn (47).86 Steyn a 

former SA Predator Association council member87 is also a co-owner of the Choice 

Wildlife Group, along with Randy (RC) Westraadt (owner-manager of Choice Africa 

Safaris, which owns Montague Private Nature Reserve). In 2017, Steyn was issued with 

a CITES permit to export eight live lions to Bangladesh. This illustrates an association 

between the live animal traders and the big cat bone traders. Westraadt was also one of 

the professional hunters involved in the rhino horn traff icking enterprise where CITES 

trophy hunting permit loopholes were used to export rhino horn for trade by 

Vietnamese criminal syndicates linked to Chu Dang Khoa. 

0ÒÅÄÁÔÏÒȭÓ 0ÒÉÄÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÊÏÉÎÔÌÙ Ï×ÎÅÄ ÂÙ *. J. (Kobus) Van Der Westhuizen, 

(also the owner of Letsatsi la Africa), and Johan Willem Pio (the previous owner of Otavi 

Lion Park ɀ now called Kimba Game Lodge) sell their lions to the 7ÁÇ ȬÎ "ÉÅÔÊÉÅ  

slaughterhouse. Gerber went public because he had formed an attachment with two of 

the lions ɀ Jabula and Star, both of whom ɀ along with twenty others - were sold by 

0ÒÅÄÁÔÏÒȭÓ 0ÒÉÄÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÎÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ςςnd April, held in small transport cages for 

three days and then killed. According to Reinet Meyer from the Bloemfontein SPCA, she 

was at 7ÁÇ ȬÎ Bietjie on April 24th when these two lions - and a number of others - were 

                                                             
86 Steyn is also a director of Blockpave. 
87 https://conservationaction.co.za/media-articles/two -sa-hunting-organisations-expelled-over-canned-lion-hunts/ . 

https://www.facebook.com/Choice-Wildlife-Group-1412323295731117/
https://www.facebook.com/Choice-Wildlife-Group-1412323295731117/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100011030055034&ref=br_rs
http://choicehunt.africa/p2/choice-africa/about-choice-africa-safaris.html
https://www.facebook.com/choiceafricasafaris/
https://www.facebook.com/choiceafricasafaris/
http://www.blockpave.co.za/
https://conservationaction.co.za/media-articles/two-sa-hunting-organisations-expelled-over-canned-lion-hunts/
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killed right in front of her. The day she went to investigate twenty-six lions were killed 

and on another day that week twenty-eight were killed in the 7ÁÇ ȬÎ "ÉÅÔÊÉÅ 

slaughterhouse. She said that week 80 lions were waiting there to be killed. Andre Steyn 

breeds lions and has 264 lions on his farm.88 Lion farmers also told journalist Marietjie 

Gericke in an article published on May 9th 2018, that there are also more lion 

slaughterhouses in the Free State ɀ including one in the Winburg district - and that at 

least 400 lions have been killed in the Free State slaughterhouses in the last year.89 

Sandra Linde Taksidermie is currently, without a doubt, the largest big cat 

skeleton trader, and is based in the Free State. Therefore, it seems compelling that the 

lions killed in the slaughterhouses in the Free State are being killed for international big 

cat skeleton exports by Sandra Linde Taksidermie. And as far as we are aware she is 

also the only international bone exporter in the Free State. When a Netwerk 24 

journalist spoke to Johann Linde, who is also works with her in the taxidermy business, 

he blatantly lied and denied that they were involved in the lion bone export business. 

Linde said they only clean the lion bones. And when asked if it was true that he handled 

all 400 lions in the last year he said, Ȱ.ÅÅȟ ×ÁÁÒ ÈÏÏÒ ÊÙ ÄÉÔȩ %Ë ÈÅÔ ÇÅÅÎ ËÏÍÍÅÎÔÁÁÒ 

ÎÉÅȢȱ ɍ.Ïȟ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔȩ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔɎȢ90 Unanswered questions remain 

in relation to the lion slaughterhouses in the Free State: is there a bigger network of 

people involved and who are they? Does Steyn work for Linde? Does Linde export 

skeletons/bone on behalf of other parties? Who pays who and how much? 

The crux of the matter is that despite the public outcry, the cruelty and brutality 

involved and the links of the big cat bone trade to their demise in the wild and crime 

syndicates and networks, the existence of these lion slaughterhouses is something the 

South African government sanctions and approves through its permitting system. Steyn 

had a permit from the Free State Department of Economic Development, Tourism and 

Environmental Affairs to kill lions. And it has only been temporarily withdrawn while 

the department investigates his other permit-related infringements, such as moving the 

ÌÉÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÒÅÄÁÔÏÒȭÓ 0ÒÉÄÅ ÔÏ 7ÁÇȭÎ "ÉÅÔÊÉÅ without a transport permit. It is therefore 

likely that they will n ot investigate the actual practice. According to spokesperson, Festy 

Nyamate, Ȱ$%34%! ÃÁÎ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÒÍÉÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÉÏÎÓ 

                                                             
88 Die Burger, 7 May 2018. 
89 Beeld, 9 May 2018. 
90 https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/n og-leeuslagplase-in-vs-lewer-bene-vir -ooste-20180508. 

https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/nog-leeuslagplase-in-vs-lewer-bene-vir-ooste-20180508
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ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÒÍ 7ÁÇ ȬÎ "ÉÅÔÊÉÅ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ Á ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÁËÅÎ ÂÙ the DEA and CITES in 2017, to 

allow a quota of lions to be slaughtered per annum, and products to be exporteÄȢȱ  

 

Jabula ɀ who waited in this small cage for days before being killed for his bones. 
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Disingenuously, but unsurprisingly, the spokesperson for the Department of 

Environmental Affairs, !ÌÂÉ -ÏÄÉÓÅȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ×ÅÌÆÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ-bred lions was not 

their concern as it fell under the mandate of the Department of Agriculture and 

&ÉÓÈÅÒÉÅÓȱ 91. The Minister of Environmental Affairs and her Department, are solely to 

blame for the existence of, and rise in, lion bone slaughterhouses. Indeed, their policy 

serves to guarantee them. We would argue that it is not only the owners of these 

slaughterhouses, or the people who have instructed these owners to kill lions for their 

bones, that need to be charged under the Animal Protection Act, it is the Minister 

herself, particularly since the DEA, because it runs the lion bone quota process is fully 

aware that most of the skeletons being exported (91%) include skulls and therefore 

they are killed specifically for their bones.  

 

                                                             
91 Louzel Lombard Steyn. How our Lions are Cruelly Slaughtered ɀ With government consent. May 2018. 
http://conservationaction.co.za/media -articles/opinion -how-our-lions-are-cruelly-slaughtered-with -government-
consent/. 

http://conservationaction.co.za/media-articles/opinion-how-our-lions-are-cruelly-slaughtered-with-government-consent/
http://conservationaction.co.za/media-articles/opinion-how-our-lions-are-cruelly-slaughtered-with-government-consent/
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3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÐÅÒÍÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒÓÉght for the 

transportation, captivity, exportation and killing of nonhuman animals but they 

currently ignore the Animals Protection Act because they argue that their existing 

environmental legislation does not include animal welfare issues. Although the DEA 

promised to address the issue almost a decade ago, to date they are still dragging their 

feet. Notwithstanding this, the DEA and the provincial conservation agencies cannot be 

immune from compliance with existing legislation such as the Animals Protection Act, 

and if they are issuing permits that endorse and facilitate cruelty and suffering they 

need to be held to account.  

GOING ASTRAY: CITES SUPPORT FOR DODGY 
DESTINATIONS 

Introduction: a severe lack of oversight from importing 
countries 

South Africa exports big cat skeletons and bones exclusively to Lao PDR, Vietnam 

ÁÎÄ 4ÈÁÉÌÁÎÄȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ 

countries listed by global conservation and law enforcement agencies as having weak 

law enforcement and high levels of corruption and therefore key conduits for the 

massive illegal trade in wild animals. The Wildlife Crime Scorecard Report by the World 

Wildlife Fund identified China, Thailand, and Vietnam as the primary destination 

countries in Asia for illegal wildlife.92 While, according to researcher Adam Cruise, South 

Africa (along with Mozambique), Vietnam and Lao PDR, have become a nexus of an 

international criminal network that rivals drugs, arms and human trafficking in both 

scale and profitability aÎÄȣare doing little to combat the criminal networks involved in 

ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏÏÄ ÏÆ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢȱ93  

4ÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÃÙ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȭÓ ςπρχ #ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎ 0ÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓ )ÎÄÅØȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ranks 

180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of public sector corruption 

according to experts and business uses a scale of 0 to 100, where 0 is highly corrupt and 

100 is very clean. South Africa: 43 (ranked 71 out of 180 countries); Thailand: 37 

                                                             
92 WWF 2010. 
93 https://www.traveller24.com/Explore/Green/wildlife -trafficking -the-sordid-southern-african-south-east-asian-
connection-20170116. 

https://www.traveller24.com/Explore/Green/wildlife-trafficking-the-sordid-southern-african-south-east-asian-connection-20170116
https://www.traveller24.com/Explore/Green/wildlife-trafficking-the-sordid-southern-african-south-east-asian-connection-20170116
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(ranked 97 out of 180 countries); Vietnam: 35 (ranked 107 out of 180 countries); and 

Lao PDR: 29; (ranked 135 out of 180 countries). According to the United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime, corruption Ȱis a major facilitator of all types of transnational 

organized crime. However, compared with other crime types, wildlife crime represents 

an opportunity with much lower risk and higher rewards for criminals. The very high 

profits also enable traffickers to bribe low-paid public officials to reduce their risks even 

more.ȱ94 

These high levels of corruption, inadequate enforcement, fragmentation, and 

party political agendas craft and support a pro-wild animal trade position. It also means 

that there is a lack of political will to disrupt the trade ɀ both legal and illegal - in most 

source and consumer countries. Crucially, and in practice, it also means that 

transnational criminal networks are being incentivised and fostered by these 

governments. The CITES permit system is designed to facilitate trade of wild animals, 

and their parts, across international borders. Given this, and all the regulatory and 

enforcement loopholes inherent in the permitting system, as well as gaping local 

inefficiencies in the supply and demand countries, it is obvious that criminal networks 

will also exploit the permitting system to their advantage.  

Our analysis of the CITES permits for big cat skeletons and bones reveals that 

although the official CITES export permits contain a name and address of the supposed 

exporter and a name and address of the supposed importer many of the destination 

addresseeÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÁÃÔÏÒÉÌÙ ÖÅÒÉÆÉÅÄȟ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÏÒ ÎÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 

profile and in some cases may be linked to illegal activities.  Moreover, there are no 

telephone numbers or identification or passport numbers on the permits which makes 

it even harder to authenticate or validate.  This makes verification untenable, as one 

cannot ÁÎÁÌÙÓÅ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒȟ ÉÎ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÏÆ #)4%3 ÅØÐÏÒÔ ÐÅÒÍÉÔÓȟ Á ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ȬÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÂÌÅȭ 

when the stated address on the permit is problematic or is not in fact the final 

destination, but instead that of a middleman.   

Given our findings, which clearly show that there is, at the very least, uncertainty 

in terms of the destinations/addresses of the CITES export permits, the responses to 

                                                             
94 Criminal Justice Response to Wildlife Crime in Thailand: A Rapid Assessment. United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, June 2017. 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/southeastasiaandpacific/Publications/2017/ Thai_Assessment_13_16_May_201
7.pdf. 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/southeastasiaandpacific/Publications/2017/Thai_Assessment_13_16_May_2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/southeastasiaandpacific/Publications/2017/Thai_Assessment_13_16_May_2017.pdf
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email questions from Leon Lötter, Deputy Director, Directorate of Nature Conservation, 

Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (GDARD)95 are confusing 

and clearly show significant loopholes in the CITES export procedures: 

Q: Does GDARD check on the address of the exporter for legitimacy? 

A:  The address on the application form often is the address where the animals are 

kept so when we do the inspection the address is verified. 

Q:  If the wild animals or bones etc. are exported to an individual how does GDARD 

check their credentials and/or suitability of the destination etc.? 

A: We check the destination as far as is possible through Google searches. 

Sometimes we ask DEA to contact the management authority to verify the 

destination and give their support. Often the application is accompanied by an 

import permit from the country of destination in which case we accept the 

permit of the destination country. We sometimes ask DEA to verify the permit 

with the destination country. For example for CITES I the destination country has 

to issue the import permit first. We will not issue an export if the destination 

country has not issued an import permit first for CITES I listed animals. 

To adequately monitor the contentious wildlife trade in order to inform policy and 

enforcement, access to up-to-date, accurate and comprehensive data is crucial.  Through 

its CITES Trade Database, CITES is failing essential democratic principles to which most 

governments subscribe, i.e. accountability, transparency and access to information. The 

Database is hugely problematic because it is incomplete, vague and the information is 

not-up-to-date. Our investigations have shown that it is vital that, at the very least, the 

Trade Database must provide detailed information, which needs to include: 

1. Permit application requests (so that civil society can object if necessary) 

2. All the information on the permit ɀ and more: detailed information on the sender 

and receiver (including contact details, registration details, valid address); 

complete details of the intermediatory (if there is one); conservation 

justification; detailed and accurate species information: type, number, age, sex, 

microchip number.  

                                                             
95 Sent on December 15th 2017. 
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3. We must know that the information above has been properly verified on both the 

import and export side. We must know where the animals and their body parts 

come from and where they are going. Not only do the addresses need to be 

verified by the countries officials but they also need to physically check on them.  

The decision by the Department of Environmental Affairs to issue CITES permits for the 

ÅØÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ first  having undertaken any I 

indisputable and conclusive research into the negative impacts of the industry, or 

providing scientific evidence of the trade in lion bones to conservation is inexplicable 

and cannot be condoned. To aggravate matters, this decision is promoting wild animals 

ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃËÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ 

South Africa have extremely poor wildlife protection reputations and in some cases, 

even promote illegal wild animal trade through neglect, inefficiency and/or corruption. 

Moreover, the inherent problems with the CITES permit process and the permits 

themselves literally means that most of the big cat skeletons from South Africa are going 

into a black hole, one that is not reducing demand for tigers but increasing and driving 

demand for tigers. It is extremely likely that the availability of South African ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅ 

is flooding the market, thereby increasing and sustaining the demand and desirability of 

tiger bone, particularly because it is often marketed as tiger bone and consumers then 

believe that supply is not a problem. 

Joining the Syndicate Dots 
Individuals, and some companies operating in these countries to whom South 

AfriÃÁ ÉÓ ÓÅÎÄÉÎÇ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÓËÅÌÅÔÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÎÅÓȟ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ 

many of the rhino horns taken from animals killed by South African/Southeast Asian 

syndicates. They are also linked to the illegal trade in tigers. As Onkuri Majumdar, a 

ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ &ÒÅÅÌÁÎÄ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔȟ Ȱ4hese syndicates 

have tentacles all over Africa and Southeast Asia. They are responsible for the slaughter 

of thousands of endangered animals including rhinos and elephants. And let's not forget 

rangers in Africa who have died, killed by poachers financed by [them]." 96  

The Chumlong Lemtongthai (Xasavang and Bach syndicates) rhino poaching and 

fraud trial (2012) confirmed that the South African CITES authorities were issuing 

                                                             
96 http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/pets/sns -bc-as--thailand-wildlife -smuggling-20180120-story.html. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/pets/sns-bc-as--thailand-wildlife-smuggling-20180120-story.html
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CITES export permits without checking (much less scrutinizing) the destinations, 

addressees, destination addresses or the senders. In addition, some of the Vietnamese 

hunters were killing more than one rhino each despite the fact that South Africa was 

supposedly limiting each hunter to just one rhino kill per year. This, despite the fact 

that, between 2009 and 2011 hundreds of CITES permits were issued for the killing 

(hunting) of rhinos (200 by the North West province alone) and the export of their 

horns to Southeast Asia. !Ó ÆÏÒÅÎÓÉÃ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÏÒȟ 0ÁÕÌ /ȭ3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȡ 

Ȱ7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ Á ÄÏÕÂÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÍÉÔ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ 7ÅÓÔ 0ÁÒËÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÐÉÃËÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÉÔȢ 

3ÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȡ Ȭ7ÅÌÌ ÈÁÎÇ ÏÎȟ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÈÅÒÅȩȱ97 If the South African 

permitting authorities had been doing proper due diligence in the issuing of these 

permits and properly checking the credentials of the permit applicants ɀ loud alarm 

bells would have been ringing.   

There is no doubt that Lemtongthai and his cohorts are criminals and that they 

used the CITES export permits to legally ship rhino horn internationally for commercial 

purposes/trade (it is supposedly illegal to trade internationally in rhino horn). 

However, what needs to be interrogated further is that the CITES permit system ɀ then 

and now - has so many inherent flaws and loopholes which effortlessly aid wildlife 

traffickers and also allows live wild animals to be sent to dubious dealers and 

middlemen.  

In the Lemtongthai case, it is not just that the CITES permits were supposedly 

ȰÁÂÕÓÅÄȱ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ #)4%3 ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÐÕÔ ÁÎ Ȱ(ȱ ɉÉȢÅȢ ÈÕÎÔÉÎÇɊ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÎ 

fact the rhino horns were being sold off for profit. The real issue is that the South 

African government is not doing the required due diligence when issuing export permits 

for wild animals and their body parts. We would argue that they need to be much more 

proactive, thorough and conscientious, and cannot merely implement the lowest 

common denominator, i.e. the highly flawed and detrimental CITES procedures. One of 

the obvious problems with merely following the bare bones of the CITES permitting 

system, as the Lemtongthai case has shown, is that the government authorities use the 

CITES permitting system to hide behind, do the bare minimum, and to avoid sanction.  

Had the South African authorities, both provincial and national, been more 

attentive that would have connected the obvious dots, particularly in relation to the 

                                                             
97 https://rhinofriendlyriders.wordpress.com/2011/11/09/rhino -files-iii -carte-blanche-documentary/ . 

https://rhinofriendlyriders.wordpress.com/2011/11/09/rhino-files-iii-carte-blanche-documentary/
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destinations and names provided on the CITES permit application. For example, a 

Vietnamese wildlife trafficker, Nguyen van Hai, appeared in the Hatfield court in April 

ςππω ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÒÁÉÄÅÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÁÎ ȰÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÁÂÁÔÔÏÉÒȱ ÉÎ "ÒÏÏËÌÙÎȟ ÁÎ 

upmarket suburb in Pretoria. The Vietnamese Embassy is also located in Brooklyn. 

0ÏÌÉÃÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ȬÌÉÏÎȭ ÂÏÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÈÉÎÏ ÈÏÒÎ ȰÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅȱ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÍÏÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÈÉÄÄÅÎ ÉÎ 

containers and bags. They also confiscated foreign currency of about ZAR1million. At 

the time this story was reported nationally in the media. Alarmingly, a year later the 

South African CITES authority in the North West province issued Van Hai with a CITES 

permit (No. 17115, dated 07 July 2010) to hunt rhino.98 According to Douglas Hendrie, 

Director of Enforcement and Investigations at Education for Nature-Vietnam, Van Hai is 

currently a major wildli fe trafficker in Vietnam.  

An official list/register of rhino hunts/hunters provided by the North West 

Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Environment to the Democratic Alliance in 

ςπρςȟ ÓÈÏ×Ó 6ÁÎ (ÁÉȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃËÅÒÓ ÁÎd individuals linked 

ÔÏ #ÈÕ MáÎÇ +ÈÏÁȾ$+# 4ÒÁÄÉÎÇȾ6ÏÉ ,ÏÄÇÅ ɉÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ 7ÅÓÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

Xasavang Network.99 Indeed, this list itself seems to point to a likely link, connection 

ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒÌÁÐ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ #ÈÕ MáÎÇ +ÈÏÁȾ$+# 4ÒÁÄÉÎÇȾ6ÏÉ 'ÁÍÅ ,ÏÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ 

Xasavang/Keosavang. It also links the rhino horn syndicates to the big cat bone trade. In 

ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ (ÅÎÄÒÉÅȟ #ÈÕ MáÎÇ +ÈÏÁ ÁÎÄ Èis underlings have been involved in 

lion bone trade, shipping it legally directly into Vietnam.  

When examining some of the actual CITES permits,100 many of them had 

different addressees but  the same address in Lao PDR, i.e. Ban Anousonxay, Paksan 

District, Bolikhamxai Province. This is the address given for Vannaseng Trading 

Company,101 a very controversial importer of big cat bones from South Africa. One of the 

addressees to this address was Vixay Keosavang, thereby creating a possible link 

between Keosavang to the Vannaseng Trading Company. In addition, there are other big 

cat bone traders close by in this area, namely, Somok Phaimany (House 037, Paksan 

                                                             
98 We cannot find any court records linked to the Van Hai arrest. However it may be that he was merely told to leave 
the country. Even if there was a court judgement, in the main the trend is to fine (instead of jail sentence) and then 
send out of the country instead of sending to jail. 
99 Carnie, Tony, Bogus Rhino Hunters, Wildside, p. 27, Autumn, 2012. 
100 https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/. 
101 Lao yellow pages http://www.laoyp.com/loc.php . 

https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio-posts/rhino-poaching/
http://www.laoyp.com/loc.php
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District) and Development Agriculture and Industry (House no.210, 43 Paksane 

District ).  

#ÈÕ MáÎÇ +ÈÏÁȟ ÁËÁ Michael Chu, a wealthy Vietnamese businessman from Ngh  

An, used CITES trophy hunting permit loopholes to export rhino horn for trade. In this 

ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȟ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÈÕÎÔÉÎÇ clientȭ ÏÆ ȬÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȭ ÈÕÎÔÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ -ÏÓÓÅÌ "ÁÙȟ Christiaan 

(Chris) Van Wyk. Chu was arrested in Limpopo in 2011, found guilty, fined R40,000 and 

deported for il legally being in possession of five rhino horns.102 Despite this, his 

activities (and those of his associates) have been allowed to continue and grow without 

interference from South African law enforcement agencies and with the continued 

endorsement of national and provincial CITES management authorities.   

In 2005, #ÈÕ MáÎÇ +ÈÏÁ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ Á ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ DKC 

Trading (registration number B2005/185716/23), it was named after himself and he is 

the sole member. Its business description ÉÓ ȰÔÒÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ 

ÃÏÍÍÏÄÉÔÉÅÓȱȢ )Ô ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÃÏÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ςππυ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ #ÈÕÍÌÏÎÇ 

Lemthongthai came to South Africa because, according to The Guardian ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒȟ ȰÈÅ 

was having trouble supplying his customers from the dwindling sources of wildlife in 

South East Asia, and he decided to move to the biggest potential source in the world, 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢȱ103 DKC Trading is still in business and has lodged regular annual returns. 

The accountant for DKC is Louis Munro in Port Elizabeth. According to Rademeyer, DKC 

operates as DKC Outdoor Furniture. DKC Outdoor Furniture is not listed in the South 

African White Pages and the number listed on the website - 021 552 8101 ɀ according 

to Truecaller is for Richard Jones. The website does not give a physical address,104 

however according to their Facebook page the address is Unit 4, 3 Drill Avenue, 

Montague Gardens, Cape Town.  

                                                             
102 https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm -fox/2016 -07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter/ . 
103 TÈÅ #ÒÉÍÅ &ÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ !ÓÉÁȭÓ !ÎÉÍÁÌ 4ÒÁÆÆÉÃËÉÎÇ .ÅÔ×ÏÒË The Guardian, 26 September, 2016. 
104 See: http://www.easyinfo.co.za/htm/custom/dkcoutdo or/contacts.htm. 

https://www.facebook.com/cvwyk123
https://www.facebook.com/cvwyk123
http://www.dkcfurn.co.za/
http://www.facebook.com/dkcfurniture
https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm-fox/2016-07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter/
http://www.easyinfo.co.za/htm/custom/dkcoutdoor/contacts.htm
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In 2010 and 2011 DKC Trading bought two farms (Rhenosterspruit and 

Syferfontein) in the Klerksdorp area of the North West province, (close to rhino farmer 

*ÏÈÎ (ÕÍÅȭÓȟ "ÕÆÆÁÌÏ $ÒÅÁÍ 2ÁÎÃÈɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ ωςτ-hectare hunting 

and breeding farm called Voi Game Lodge. Here rhinos, lions and tigers (and a number 

of other animals) are breed and hunted.  
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Co-ordinates. 

Allegations have been made that bones obtained from captive tigers from Voi 

Game Lodge have been fraudulently exported as lion bones.105 As far back as 2015, the 

Traffic/Wildcru Report, Bones of Contention ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÔÈÅ 

Vietnamese-Ï×ÎÅÄ ÔÉÇÅÒ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ 7ÅÓÔȱȟ Á ÃÌÅÁÒ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ 6ÏÉ 'ÁÍÅ ,ÏÄÇÅȢ 

ȰȣÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÉÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅs being conducted on this farm. If Tigers are 

being bred on this facility for international trade in their parts and derivatives, then this 

would be in contravention of CITES Resolution Conf.12.10 (Rev. CoP15) for the 

Ȱ2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÂÒÅÅÄ Appendix I animal species in captivity for 

ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȱȟ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÉÔÓ ÎÏÎ-registered status, and CITES Decision 14.69 which 

states that Ȱ0ÁÒÔÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÔÉÇÅÒÓ ÏÎ Á ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÓÃÁÌÅ 

shall implement measures to restrict the captive population to a level supportive only to 

ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÄ ÔÉÇÅÒÓȠ ÔÉÇÅÒÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÂÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÒÉÖÁÔÉÖÅÓȱ 

(CITES, 2009). Furthermore, Resolution Conf. 12.5 ɉ2ÅÖȢ #Ï0ρφɊ ÕÒÇÅÓ ȰParties and non-

Parties on whose territories tigers and other Asian big cat species are bred in captivity 

to ensure that adequate management practices and controls are in place to prevent 

parts and derivatives from entering illegal trade from or through such facilitiesȱȢ 

                                                             
105 4ÉÐÐÉÎÇ 0ÏÉÎÔȡ 4ÒÁÎÓÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅÄ ÃÒÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ×ÁÒȱ ÏÎ ÐÏÁÃÈÉÎÇȢ 0ÁÒÔ ρ ÏÆ Á ς-part investigation into 
rhino horn trafficking in Southern Africa, J. Rademeyer, 2016, July, The Global Initiative Against Transnational 
Organised Crime and https://conservationaction.co.za/resources/reports/failure -prosecute-mixed-messages-south-
africa-can-single-handedly-lose-second-rhino-war/ . 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Voi+Game+Lodge/@-26.9073324,26.3474085,384m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1e97021696841d13:0x58b5be8823283d8f!2sDominionville,+Dominion+Reefs!3b1!8m2!3d-26.9!4d26.4!3m4!1s0x1e9703e82f3aa7db:0x9bac8d45e081e3a2!8m2!3d-26.9080882!4d26.3481431
https://conservationaction.co.za/resources/reports/failure-prosecute-mixed-messages-south-africa-can-single-handedly-lose-second-rhino-war/
https://conservationaction.co.za/resources/reports/failure-prosecute-mixed-messages-south-africa-can-single-handedly-lose-second-rhino-war/
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Although aimed primarily at Tiger range States, this Decision clearly also applies to 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢȱ106                   

According to Rademeyer, DKC Trading is closely linked to the Vingroup.107 In 

2015 DKC Trading was the key entity in sourcing and supplying South African wild 

animals ɉÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ρππ ÒÈÉÎÏÓɊ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÎÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ 6ÉÎÐÅÁÒÌ 3ÁÆÁÒÉ 0ÁÒË ɉÁ 

theme park zoo based on Phú Quoc Island).108 Vinpearl has been accused of causing the 

deaths  of thousands of animals and purchasing animals of questionable and illegal 

origin.109 Between September 2015 and February 2016, South Africa issued CITES 

export permits for 130 animals, including 20 tigers and 23 lions as well as monkeys, 

baboons, servals,  caracals,  pythons,  hyenas, zebra and reptiles, to be sent to Vinpearl 

Safaris and/or Tourism Development.110 The animals apparently flew via Emirates 

Airline.  

        

Source: http://bluevn.info/chu -dang-khoa-ty-phu-sung-te-giac-trong-tam-ngam.html. Reproduction of picture taken 

ÂÙ #ÈÕ MáÎÇ +ÈÏÁȭÓ ex-wife Le Van Anh.  

#ÈÕ MáÎÇ +ÈÏÁ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 4ÈÉÅÎ -ÉÎÈ $ÕÃ *ÏÉÎÔ 3Ôock Company. 

(website: dkcpetro.vn). According to Vietnam Credit the details of this company are: 

Ȱ!ÄÄÒÅÓÓȡ .ÏȢ ςψχȟ .ÇÏ $ÕÃ +Å 3ÔÒÅÅÔȟ 6ÉÎÈ 4ÁÎ 7ÁÒÄȟ 6ÉÎÈ #ÉÔÙȟ .ÇÈÅ !Î 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȟ 

Vietnam. Registration Number: 2900471372. Tax Code: 2900471372. Year Founded: 

2001. Phone: (84-238) 3563 507/ 3582 246. E-mail: dkcpetro@gmail.com 

                                                             
106 https://www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf p.74. 
107 /ÎÅ ÏÆ 6ÉÅÔÎÁÍȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉes.   
108 https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp -content/uploads/2017/02/Global -Initiative -Tipping-Point-Part1-July-
2016.pdf. 
109 https://tuoitrenews.vn/society/33403/cites -vietnam-authorities-say-rhinos-at-vinpearl-safari-of-legal-origin. 
110 https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm -fox/2016 -07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter/ . 

https://tuoitrenews.vn/society/33384/reports-of-mass-animal-deaths-at-vietnam-safari-zoo-are-false-authorities
https://tuoitrenews.vn/society/33384/reports-of-mass-animal-deaths-at-vietnam-safari-zoo-are-false-authorities
http://bluevn.info/chu-dang-khoa-ty-phu-sung-te-giac-trong-tam-ngam.html
https://www.wildcru.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Initiative-Tipping-Point-Part1-July-2016.pdf
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Initiative-Tipping-Point-Part1-July-2016.pdf
https://tuoitrenews.vn/society/33403/cites-vietnam-authorities-say-rhinos-at-vinpearl-safari-of-legal-origin
https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm-fox/2016-07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter/
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Description: Founded in 2001 in Nghe An Province of Vietnam by the family's 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȣ)ÔÓ ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒÅÄ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ ÉÓ ÌÁÒÇÅ ×ÉÔÈ 6.$ ςφπ ÂÉÌÌÉÏÎȢ -ÓȢ #ÈÕ 4ÈÉ 4ÈÁÎÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 

biggest shareholder, holding 88.16% of shares, keeping Chairwoman position. The rest 

ÉÓ Ï×ÎÅÄ ÂÙ -ÒȢ #ÈÕ $ÁÎÇ +ÈÏÁ ɉρρȢςχϷɊ ÁÎÄ -ÒȢ 6ÕÏÎÇ $ÉÎÈ 1ÕÁÎ ɉπȢυχϷɊȢȱ111 While 

according to a Vietnamese publication, #ÈÕ $ÁÎÇ +ÈÏÁȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ Ï×ÎÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ 

wildlife parks in the Nghe Anh province and they have expanded their business in 

Laos.112       

                  

              

$+# 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ȰÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓȱȢ &ÒÏÍ $ÁÎÇ +ÈÁÎÈȭÓ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅ.  

                                                             
111 https://vietnamcredit.com.vn/products/company -report/thien -minh-duc-joint -stock-company_20395, accessed 
on 8 April 2018. 
112 http://enternew s.vn/dai-gia-kim-cuong-chu-dang-khoa-giau-co-nao-100782.html. 

 

https://vietnamcredit.com.vn/products/company-report/thien-minh-duc-joint-stock-company_20395
http://enternews.vn/dai-gia-kim-cuong-chu-dang-khoa-giau-co-nao-100782.html
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Frikkie Jacobs poses with a dead lion.     Accessed, 12 February 2018 

Asian criminals cannot succeed without the participation and facilitation of private 

ranch owners, ȬÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȭ ÈÕÎÔÅÒÓ, and outfitters. In South Africa the private wildlife 

industry certainly does not equate to conservation or wildlife protection. The North 

West rhino hunting register/list also showed that Frikkie Jacobs from Shingalana Game 

Breeders and Hunting Safaris, conducted at least 48 rhino hunts between June 2009 and 

July 2011 with the Vietnamese traffickers who used CITES trophy hunting permit 

loopholes to export rhino horn for trade.113  

Shingalana and Jacobs are still very much in business, as are most of the South 

African professional hunters, safari outfitters and landowners [for example: Shingalana, 

Harry Claassens, Randy Westraadt, Brad Rolston, Ashton Crafford, Hartzview Hunting 

Safaris, Charl Watts, Dr Gideon (Deon) Engelbrecht/Leeuwbosch Game Lodge, and 

                                                             
113 https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm -fox/2016 -07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter. 

https://www.facebook.com/frikkie.jacobs.7
https://www.facebook.com/ShingalanaSafaris/
http://harryclaassenssafaris.com/
http://choicehunt.africa/
http://www.facebook.com/choiceafricasafaris
http://www.bradrolstonafricanhunting.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/jagnaweek/posts/
http://www.hvsafaris.com/
http://www.hvsafaris.com/
http://www.wattstrophyhunting.co.za/
http://www.leeuwbosch.co.za/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm-fox/2016-07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter
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Savva Englezakis) and taxidermists (Savuti Taxidermists and Marakalalo Taxidermy), 

which was largely used by Marnus Steyl].114  

These individuals and their companies were more than just complicit parties, 

they played an instrumental role in the activities of these syndicates, and without their 

participatio n the rhinos would not have been killed. Some of the North West officials 

who provided these dodgy permit have been promoted to the national Department of 

Environmental Affairs, for example, Oupa Chauke, who is now a Deputy Director 

(Enforcement) at the DEA. 

Apart from Nguyen Van Hai, the names on the North West list included:  

¶ P (Punpitak) Chunchum (Xasavang Network) 

¶ T (Tool) Sriton (Xasavang Network) 

¶ Chumlong Lemtongthai (Xasavang Network) 

¶ Cuong Ho Viet. Linked to DKC.  

  

¶ Le Hoai Nam. Linked to DKC and Voi. Currently lives in Pretoria.  

                                                             
114 Names included in the official list/register of rhino hunts/hunters provided by the North West Department of 
Agriculture, Conservation and Environment to the Democratic Alliance in 2012. 

http://www.savutitaxidermy.co.za/
http://www.marakalalo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/vietcuong.ho.37
https://www.facebook.com/nam.newport
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¶ Chu Duc Gui Lit (also known as Tai Chu gl.) and $ÁÎÇ +ÈÁǲÎÈ ɉÁÌÓÏ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ 

.ÇÕÙÅÎ MÁȋÎÇ +ÈÁǲÎÈ, Ba Cu Bop, Cu Bop Ho Nguyen, or Than Sau Thanh Ho). 

Both are linked to Voi Lodge, Chu Dang Khoa and DKC Trading. They were 

arrested in South Africa for rhino horn poaching and trafficking as part of an 

operation that targeted organized crime groups in 2012. 

 

Chu Duc Gui Lit and .ÇÕÙÅÎ MÁȋÎÇ +ÈÁǲÎÈȢ Photo Credit: SAPS (from Rademeyer, J. p.50)  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gu.lit.9?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/phichau.antinh?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/cubophonguyen.nguyen
https://www.facebook.com/robbie.nguyen.5
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Chu Dang Khoa with David Thai, Tai Chu and one other. All wearing Voi shirts exept David Thai. From David 

4ÈÁÉȭÓ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅ, 3 -ÁÒÃÈ ςπρψȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÏÓÔ ÓÁÙÓȡ ȰÂÏÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÔÅÒÓȱȢ  

 

 

Chu Dang Khoa with Tai Chu.Vietnamese New Year, February 2018. 

https://www.facebook.com/david.thai.75
https://www.facebook.com/david.thai.75
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¶ Mai Van Hung (Hung Mai). Linked to Voi Lodge.  

 

&ÒÏÍ (ÕÎÇ -ÁÉȭÓ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅȟ *Õly 2011.  

https://www.facebook.com/hung.mai2
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¶ Nguyen Mau Chien (spelled Chin on the list). Linked to Voi Lodge/DKC. 

Chien is a known leader of a wildlife trafficking ring which specializes in bringing 

wild animals (and their body parts) from Africa. He was arrested in Vietnam in 

!ÐÒÉÌ ςπρχȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ %)!ȟ ÈÅ ÉÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÓÕÓÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ 

network trafficking rhino horn, tigers, lion and other wildlife specimens, 

recovering two frozen tiger cubs and one lion skin. Chien began his business in 

wildlife trafficking trading fake tiger bones before establishing his own tiger 

farm in Vietnam. With an arrest history in Tanzania, he is just one of several 

6ÉÅÔÎÁÍÅÓÅ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃËÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÉÎËÓ ÔÏ !ÆÒÉÃÁȱȢ115 Education for Nature 

(Vietnam) ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ #ÈÉÅÎȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏ ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ ÃÁÓÅÓ 

involving illegally trading and smuggling of wildlife since 2007, when he was 

caught in Tanzania and fined for smuggling wildlife products. They state that 

Ȱ#ÈÉÅÎ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ Ìong been suspected of laundering tigers through his farm in 

Thanh Hoa Province, and has been linked to a number of tiger seizures in recent 

ÙÅÁÒÓȢ /ÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÆÉÖÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ #ÈÉÅÎȭÓ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒË ÈÁÓ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅÄ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ 

appeared to be expanding his operation considerably, focusing mainly on rhino 

ÈÏÒÎȟ ÉÖÏÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÎÇÏÌÉÎ ÓÃÁÌÅÓȢȱ116 In March 2018, despite the 2017 Penal Code 

(which came into force since January 1, 2018) which increased maximum jail 

sentences for wildlife crime from seven years to 15 years, Nguyen Mau Chien 

was only sentenced to 13-ÍÏÎÔÈ ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÕÒ ÏÆ ȬÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 

ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ ÇÏÏÄÓȢȭ 

¶ Thanh Chu. He is linked to Voi Lodge and is a Facebook friend of Nguyen Mau 

Chien. 

                                                             
115 The Lionôs Share. South Africaôs trade exacerbates demand for tiger parts and derivatives. Environmental 

Investigation Agency, p.8 July 2017. https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf. 
116 https://www.envietnam.org/index.php/news -blog/829 -alleged-rhino-horn-kingpin-arrested. 

https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100012344016076&pnref=friends.search
https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96/friends?pnref=lhc
https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96/friends?pnref=lhc
https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf
https://www.envietnam.org/index.php/news-blog/829-alleged-rhino-horn-kingpin-arrested
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   https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96.117   ENV USA Twitter 27112017. 

¶ Tran Huy Bao. Linked to Voi/DKC network. According to Rademeyer is also 

known as Ben Tran and he is the manager of DKC TradingȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÏÒÔ 

operations in South Africa.118 He lives in Cape Town. 

¶ Phuong Kieu (Anna). Linked to Voi/DKC network and according to Rademeyer is 

a DKC Trading representative in South Africa.119 Also known as Ana. She lives in 

Cape Town and is the wife of Ben Tran. Ana is a contact number (073 000 888) 

for DKC Trading, see below: 

                                                             
117 Accessed 07052018. 
118 Rademeyer, Julian, Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime Tipping Point: Transnational organised 
ÃÒÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ȭ×ÁÒȭ ÏÎ ÐÏÁÃÈÉÎÇ, p.50, July 2016. 
119 https://www.corr uptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global -Initiative -Tipping-Point-Part1-July-
2016.pdf, p.50. 

https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96
https://www.facebook.com/people/Ben-Tran/100012859307701
https://www.facebook.com/ben.tran.359778
https://www.facebook.com/phuong.kieu.31
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Initiative-Tipping-Point-Part1-July-2016.pdf
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Initiative-Tipping-Point-Part1-July-2016.pdf
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¶ Chu Duc Quy Linked to Voi/DKC network. 

 

¶ Ngo Vi Thu. He is linked to Voi/DKC network.  

  

https://www.facebook.com/ducquy.chu.9
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100010539761940
https://www.facebook.com/thu.ngo.1422409
https://www.facebook.com/thu.ngo.186
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¶ Tuan Le. Pictures below taken in March 2018 to 6ÏÉ 'ÁÍÅ ,ÏÄÇÅȢ &ÒÏÍ 4ÕÁÎ ,ÅȭÓ 

Facebook page. Most of them removed.  

  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Tuan-Le/100024244776480











































































