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PREAMBLE

For more than a decade, South Africa has been actively supporting and growing
the international trade in big cat bones, despite local and international outrage and
condemnation from conservation and protection organisationslion scientists, and
experts.
Incmpxh 31 OOE ! Z#OEAA8 O - ET EOOAO 1T £ %l OEOIT 1
controversially, and in the face of vociferous opposition and robust arguments against
this trade, set the annual export quota at 800 lion skeletons. Even more alarmingly,
Molewa, without stakeholder participation, took the incomprehensible decision to
almost double the quota in 2018 to 1,500 skeleton®©n July 11" 2018, the person in
charge of the quota at the DEA told us categorically that no quota had been set for 2018.
A few days late the DEA was forced to make a public announcement about the 2018
lion bone quota following a public outcry when a letter from Molewa, dated Juneh7
2018, informing the provinces of the new quota allocation, was leaked. The undeclared
reasons behind gover | AT 086 0 AAAEOET T O1 AT T AAAT OEEO EI
affected parties needs to be brought to light and interrogated.
The Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) justified its decision to
dramatically increase the quota on a single governmemommissioned interim study
which, from the getgo guaranteed a skewed outcome, particularly because of the
inclusion of outspoken proOOAAA AAT 1 1 | E dROIfes, in thefskdll AebearéthO 3 A O
team. The report itself admitted that the findings were basa on insufficient data and
OEAO OEOOOEAO AOAT OGAOG TAAA O1 AA Agpbi i1 OAAo6s8
interim study translate into a conclusive scientific justification for a lion bone quota, and
even less, an increase of the quota. Notably,rse of the researchers involved in this
study havedistanced themselves from the decisiotmaking process around the 2018
guota, stating that allthe decisions were made by the Scientific Authority and the DEA,
and that the researchers provided no input on Wat the quota should, or should not, be.
4 EAU ODAAE A£E ATAd wordingAd#hathdota @eAvid N@ [NorthWest] is a
bit unclear concerning our involvement...we provided no input on what the quota
should, or should not, be. We correctly excluded OO OAT OAO £O0T i OEEO DOl
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In the last 18 months, the EMS Foundation and Ban Animal Trading have been gathering

AdOAT OEOA ET &£ Oi AGET T AT A ET OAOOGHQRA&GET C 31 OC
This data has provided the basis of our ReporthA %@ OET AOET T " OOET AOOq
O,EIT8 "I TA 40AAAS

The South African captive big cat industry is a pariah and it is under severe local
and international scrutiny. Hunting associations that support the trophy killing of
captive bred lions have beenidelined by international hunting associations and
organisations. Instead of working with all the stakeholders to limit and close down the
industry, South Africa is steadfastly supporting it. It is facilitating its conversion into an
even crueler industry: captive breeding and farming lions so they can be slaughtered
solely to feed the problematic big cat bone trade in Southeast Asia. This is evidenced by
the emergence of lion slaughterhouses in South Africa as well as the fact that we have
clear evidence EAO wpb 1T £ OEA OI EI 18 OEAI AOIT O A@bli O
included skulls24 EOO OEI xET ¢ OEAO 371 OOE ! ApooBuktds O 1 ET 1
an existing industry (i.e. trophy hunting) but an entirely separate industry.
Consequently, a traden wild animal body parts, with links to international criminal
networks, in countries where they are attempting to lower demand for big cat body

parts, is being stimulated.

Alarmingly, the Minister is unpersuasively attempting to argue that this
abhorrent and destructive industry is a sustainable, and ethical alternative to trophy
hunting. By doing so, true conservation efforts that should benefit wild animals in this
country, as well as its citizens, are being undermined. A ban on the captive breeding of
lions and tigers will bring an end to this unacceptable and brutal South African industry.
The DEA, however, refuses to recognise this and instead, for inexplicable reasons,

chooses to intensify its support for an industry that is tarnishing Brand South&ZAOE A A0 O
Ei ACA8 31 OOE ! Z#OEAAGO Ol OOEOI ET AOOOOU EO oOC
0001 h EAOA A TACAOEOA EiIi PAAO 11 31 OOE ! £ZOEAA

of individuals rely on continued employment in the tourism sector, andheir livelihoods

1 Throughout this Report the word lion, when it relates to the international bone/skeleton trade is written in inverted
commasz O1 E bekafise it is not clear whether the bones/skeletons exported from South Africa are in fact only lion
bones.

2 Lions killed for hunting trophies always include their skulls.
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AOA E1T OEA EEOEIT C TETA ET 1T OAAO OF AATAEEOD 1
trade.
7EAT EO AT T A0 O OEA AAITTITEAO T £ OEA Ol E
Z after all, this is what is driving the tradez there is almost nothing in the public domain
about the modalities of the industry and/or the processes and mechanisms of how the
money flows along the entire supply chain. Access to this information and transparency
is crucial, not only to understanding the natre of the trade, but in gaining insights into
the illegal trafficking links. The South African government urgently needs to open up
this industry, and its participants, to public scrutiny so that it can be fully and accurately

interrogated, understood, ard the money trail monitored.

The illegal trade in wild animals, which is not only devastating animal
communities and consuming huge financial resources, cannot be adequately tackled
without addressing the significant loopholes in the existing legal tradenultilateral
agreements, i.e. CITE®rawing upon hundreds of CITES export permits, issued by
31 O0OE ' £FOEAAG O A3tHis@RAporOekaminés land h@dtigafesshBStantial
problems and endemic loopholes in the CITES permitting, enforcement angersight
OUOOAI 8 )O AOOOEAO AAiIT1 OOOAOAO OEA EZEAEI ET CC
procedures, all of which translate into a convergence of the legal and illegal trade in
wild animal. Systemic weakness in the international wild animal trade periitting
regimen, particularly in South Africa and Asia as illustrated in this Rept not only add
to wild animal trafficking, but also undermine any efforts to address the illegal trade. It
is also clear that transnational wild animal trafficking networksand crimes perpetrated
against wild animals cannot be disrupted without examining the legal and regulated
trade, and the supply and demand chain thereof. Indeed, the criticalechanism to

disrupt transnational organised wildlife crime is to critique and anend the legal trade.
Our findings reveal that:

1 There are substantial loopholes in the CITES permitting system itself;
1 Merely complying with the CITES Treaty is insufficient and is a threat to wild

animals and biodiversity. Countries need to do more irhe context of their own

3 Gathered through responses to Promotion of Access to Information Act (PAIA) requests from the Gauteng province
and data received from other provinces in South Africa.
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national legal frameworks to protect wild animals caught up in the international
trade;

1 There is a lack of verification, one example of this is that more than the 2017 set
guota of 800 skeletons went out of South Africa with leg) CITES permits;

1 There is a lack of required due diligence by the CITES Management authorities
on both the exporting and importing side, in profiling and authenticating
exporters, importers, addresses and destinations;

1 There are major oversight problemsn South Africa and in the countries of
import.

4AEEO EAO AOAAOAA A OEOOAOQEI] lisfueliadtt@ leg® EA 1 ACAI
trade in lion and tiger bones andproviding laundering opportunities for tiger bones in

Asian markets. This i9rewing into a toxic mix, particularly when it is placed in the

context of thewidespread overlap between those involved in international lion trade,

trade in tigers and other CITESisted species, and the routine leakage of imported lion

products into illegal international trade.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The evidence provided in this Report makes it aldantly clear that South Africa should

immediately:

1. Place azero-export quota for lion and other big cat body parts for commercial
purposes, including from captive sotces.

2. Undertake a forensic investigation into the financial affairs of all lion breeders
AT A OITEITSE ATTA OOAAAROOS

3. Restrict the keeping and breeding of big cats.

4. Review and improve animal protection and welfare legislation.

5. Ensure that animal protection, welfare, care and respect is included in the
appropriate environmental legislation, particularly in relation to the issuing of
permits for the keeping, sale, hunting and exporting of wild animals and their
body parts.

6. Convene a stakeholder meeting to dis@s the dismantling of the captive big cat
industry, including experts from the fields of animal welfare, sanctuary

management and forensics, as well as NGOs.
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7. Undertake targeted intelligenceled enforcement operations in cooperation with
China, Laos, Thailad and Vietnam in order to dismantle the criminal networks
involved in the transnational lion and tiger trade.

8. Ensure transparency and assist monitoring by placing copies of CITES permits in
the public domain and that NGOs monitoring the wild animal tradeave access
to permit applications so that they can object if and when appropriate and
where there is noncompliance.

9. Address any CITES legal oversights and amend the relevant gaps in regulation

by strengthening national legislation, and the enforcemerthereof.

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS VS.
BRAND SOUTH AFRICA

SouthAfrica has been trading in and exporting lion bone, claws, teeth, skulls and
skeletons sourced from both wild and captive lionsThe contentious, unworkable and
unenforceable decision taken by CITES Parties in 2016 allavg South Africa to
continue to trade in lion parts from captive lions is heaping misery on lions and tigers
held in captivity in South Africa This decisiondirectly facilitat esthe illegal trade in tiger
body parts and is accelerating their extinction. It isalsoOE OAAOAT ET ¢ ! ZAOEAAB8 O
populations, particularly because increasing demand is leading ®rise inillegal
killings.

Controversially, South Africais the largest exporter in the worldiT £ O1 ET 1 6
skeletons, bones and other body parts to countries that are at the nexus of the illegal
wild animal trade. These illegal trade organisationgeature prominently in the
trafficking of rhino horn, tiger bones and other wild animal body parts. Th&epartment
of Environmental Affairs (DEA) has repeatedly stated that it believes the breeding of
lions in captivity for trophy hunting and trade in live lions and skeletons and bones is
AT Il PAOEAT A xEOE OEA AT 1T AADO . YetthepaBd | | OET ¢ OEA
acknowledge thatthey areunable to show whether captive breeding providesany
conservational value. The DEAurther concedes that it has no scientific evidence to
demonstrate that this trade in bones will in fact protect wild lions in Africa or tigers in
| OEA8 4EAOA EO 11 AAOA O OODPDPI OO 31 OOE ! AOE
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bones to Southeast Asia would reduce demand for tiger3o the contrary, theNGOs
working on the ground in these countriehave found thatthe demand for tiger baly

parts is not dissipating.

Tigers are listed as endangered because the population of mature individuals
may be fewer than 2,500 individualgn the wild. According to thelnternational Union
for the Conservation of Nature (UCN), the tiger population fell by 50% in just 16 years,
with an estimated remaining population of just 3,500 According to the Environmental
Investigative Agency (EIA), igers are bkecomingQunctionally extinct in Cambodia,
Vietnam and Laos, and as few as seven wild tigers estimated  # EThé globaBlion
population has declined by 43% in just 21 years (3 generations) withigh threat levels
AAOT OO O Erdad gebghaphic Aabg, ard they arextirpated in 12 African

countries and probably in another 48

It is within this shocking context that the market for lion bone is growing, to
xEAO 371 OOE ! ZAOEAAT 001 £ZAOGOT O - AOE 3 E#Htx EAO A
the same time the legalvildlife trade is enhancing the power of organised crime. It is
well-documented that the trade in tiger bones is a substantial threat to wild tigers in

Asia and that itcatalysednegative consequences for lions and other big cats.

4EA OOA T &£# AEC AAO AT TAO OI bPOT AGAA OOITE
as well as the poachingnd killing of tigers, leopards and other big catsThe
Environmental Investigation AgencfEIA) estimates that there are between 7000 and
8000 tigers in tiger farms, zoos and smaller facilities in Thailand, Laos, Vietnam and
China? The farming of tigersin these countries,promotes demand and provides cover
for the trafficking of wild tiger parts, and is leading to the extirpation of wild

populations. The Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) says that the closure of tiger farms

4 http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/15955/0

54EA L ET T80 3EAOA8 31 OOE | £FOEAAS O OOAA BnidmnedahldvdsigdidrO AAT AT A
Agency, July 201 7https://eia -international.org/wp -content/uploads/The -Lions-Share FINAL.pdf

6 According to an IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Assessment conducted in 2016

7- AOE 3EAx8 | EFOEAAB8O AEAT CET C 01 AZRdntinEntalRépEr01/Septémbdki # OET ET Al
2017, p.14.

8 See.Vivienne L. Williams1, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, David W. Macdomaldaring trade? The legal

trade in Panthera lecbones from Africa to EastSoutheast AsiaPLOS ONE, October 24, 2017;Mowell. Tiger farms

and pharmacies: the central importance of China's trade policy for tiger conservation. pp. 463475 and MJ. tSas

Rolfes MJ. Tigers, economic and the regulation of trade pp.477+400. In: Tilson RL, Nyhus PJ, editors. Tigers of the

World. The Science, Politics and Conservation Banthera tigris, 2nd edition. San Diego: Academic Press; 2010;

Gratwicke B, Mills J, Dutton A, Gabriel G, Long B, Seidensticker J, et al. Attitudes toward consumption and

conservation of tigers in China. PLoS ONEDO08; 3: e2544

9 https://eia -international.org/international -tiger-day-zero-demand-zero-poaching.
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will help protect wild tigers because sales of bones from these facilities has promoted

OEA AATEAZ OEAO EO EO AAAADPOAAT A O OOA pOT A
to protect wild tigers and to halt the illegal trade by complicating enforcement activities,

and by normalizingand legitimizing the sale of tiger parts and products, which in turn

AOEOAO Ob AAI AT A8- AT U OECAO OAT CA OOAOAO EAC
conserving their wild tigers z efforts that are being undermined by the existence of

OEAOA AA Oligergatns widitelp Goundies to achieve the ambitious goal of

s A

AT OAT ET ¢ xEI A OEQAO 101 AROO AU ¢mgg80

‘ bl ._‘ i

By 2 o

~.‘ . \ V\
A miserable lion waits to be killed for its bones atthd AC 8 1 farfh ik & ek State, South Africaidns were
held in very small crate for diys before being slaughteredPicture: Netwerk24 9 May 2018

10 WWF press statement published on international Tiger Day,2July 2016.
https://www.worldwild animals.org/press -releases/wwf-tiger-farming-in-asiamust-end-us-hasrole-to-play
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This view is supported by the ElAvho statesthat,0 8 OOAAA ET AADOEOA (
and products stimulates demand for tiger productsg be it from wild or captive tigersz
and undermines enforcementefforts by making it difficult to know whether seized tiger
DOi AOGAOO AT i1 A EOT | TRe EFA alsoOnaked\arse dddinstGEUA 008 6
| FOEAA6 O OOAAA ET | FOEAAT 1 EIT 1T bD-Ared@iger ET O1T 1 C
parts, because itO EFOODOOOAOA O Al £ OAAT AT O AEAI 060 AT A
reduction efforts to end tiger trade. At the heart of the lion trade is South Africa, the
x| Ol A6O | AOCAOGO Agbl OOAO T £ 1 ETT ATTAh OAAOQE
tiger parts. The Government, in sanctioningind setting an export quota oB00 lion
skeletonsin 2017 to generate profits for lion farmers, has failed to take into account the
xEAAO EIi PAAO T £ OOAE A AAAREOGCEITT 11 AT AAT CAOA
In the past three years Africarlions being killed across the continent has
spiked to satisfy demand in China and Southeast Asighe results of a 2017 survey of
the pan-African trade in lion body parts, together with an increase in reports of lion
poisonings and killings in MozambiqueZimbabwe, South Afri@a, Uganda and Tanzania
show there is an escalating trend in the trade of lion body partghe result ofwhich is an

impending threat to some national populatiors.13

According to a report briefing released by Animal Defenders Internatinal (ADI)
in July 20180n Captive Big Cat Poaching in South Africa: Media Accountscifdences
2016-2018h Sire 2016 there has been a dramatic increase in the poaching of big cats,
predominantly lions, from captive environments in South Africa. Nearlall captive lion
and tiger poaching incidents identified have occurred in Limpopo province, with a few
recent reports of captive lion and tiger poaching in the surrounding regions. Captive
environments, classified as places where animals are fenced in aredy on humans for
food, and from which these animals have been poached, include sanctuaries and game
farms which breed big cats. Lions are typically killed with the use of poisoned meat and

various parts of their bodies taken, including heads, paws and isk

1 A total of 65 captive lions and tigerdave been killed in South Africa since 2016,

with at least 5 additional lions subjected to attempted killings.

11 July 2016. Sekttps://eia -international.org/international -tiger-day-zero-demand-zero-poaching

24EA | EIT80 3EAOA8 31 OOE ! AOEAAG O O Otikes.Envidomneriash OAAOAO AAT AT A
Investigation Agency, July 2017https://eia -international.org/wp -content/uploads/The -Lions-Share FINAL.pdf

B3VL Williams, AJ Loveridge, DJ Néon, DW Macdonald DW. Questionnaire survey of the pakfrican trade in lion

bodty parts.2017. PLoS ONE 12 (10): e018706@ttps://doi.org/10.1371/journal. pone.0187060 .
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Of the total 65 animals, 60 lions and 5 tigers were killed.
Some incidences in which all lions sunived attempted poaching, the number of
lions affected is unknown so could not be added to the figures.

1 Atotal of 22 captive lion and tigers were killed or subjected to an attempted
killing in 2016.

1 Atotal of 27 captive lion and tigers were killed or sipjected to an attempted
killing in 2017.

1 Atotal of 21 captive lion and tigers have been killed ir2018 to date8 6

Organised elephant and rhino trafficking groups, because they have the existikitjing
and smugglinginfrastructure in place, can, anchave, extended their activities to wild
lions. Thesesamesyndicates areD OT AOAET ¢ DOT AAOGwEA 1 ET 1
OE AT 1 Uih BautA Afficd fdm tigers and lions in the South African big cat captive

(@]]
p
p>N
[T
T

industry. There are reports that thesebody parts areshipped outto Southeast Asian
cargo shipsand through military/diplomatic channels!4 They are also leaving the
country in parcels and luggage to other African transit countries (and then presumably
from there on to Southeast Asia)For example in 2017 fity-one lion claws and nineteen
lion teeth were confiscated at the OR Tambo International Airport in a parcel destined
for Nigeria.l> Another recent seizure (2016)which shows that African lion body parts
are being shipped illegally is the arrest of a Vieamese national who was in possession
of 680 suspected tiger claws brought from Lao PDR to Vietham. Later DNA analysis
showed that the claws werean factlion claws16
TEA Ys5#. AT T OAET AOT O T £#/ OEA OOAA 1 EOO6 A
South AffiA A8 O 1 ACAI OOAAA EO OOT EET C-insforE AT AAIT Al
tiger parts and is fuelling a growing illegal trade in the teeth and claws of wild
lions, further reducing their numbers. According to Nowell, confiscations and NGO
research shows tha some sellers are passing off lion teeth and claws as tiger parts.
She statesthat@l 1 AOGO UT 06 0A A AEC AAO AgGPAOOh EITT xE
AT UTTAEO ¢COAOOYg 7EAO0B8O0 OiI 1T A AO OECAO Al OI A
areinfactjustOEAOh OEAOASO 11 OAITEI ¢ xEAGEAO OEAU

14 Outhwaite, Willow. TRAFFIC. The Legal and lllegal Trade in African Liodsstudy in support of Decision 17.241 e)
Preliminary findings for AC30.16 May 2018.https://cites.org/sites/default/fil es/eng/com/ac/30/E -AC3025.pdf.

15 https://kemptonexpress.co.za/161469/lion -rhino -parts-found-at-airport/ .

16 https://www.tienphong.vn/content/ODcxMTk3.tpo .
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AOAA 1T ET 1T O AO¥ Thess dlabning trehdeEh @ Aessofficient evidence
forthe DEAOT Al T OA Al x1 EDOO OIEOOB 'ALED R ODA A-ABT E O
DEAare resolutely and recklessly adding to this problem They are enablinga
similar fate for! AFOEAA8 O x EIl A dugpbriofihe Cdptvdbio@E OEAE O
industry in South Africa.

Lion body parts from South Africa are being passed off as tigand thus
stimulating demand. Of enormous concern is that th&outh African government has
allowed the lion and tiger breeding industry to literally grow out of control, allowing the
various tiger species and lion species to share enclosures and intereed. The bone
trade industry will surely take advantage of this. Moreover there are proven links
between syndicates smuggling rhino horn and those involved in the tiger/lion bone
trade. The samesyndicates,someof whose memberswere arrested in SouthAfrica in
2011 for dealing in rhino horns, were also dealing in lion bones. For example, in June
2011 Pichet Thongphaiand Punpitak Chunchomwere arrested for lion parts found at a
house in Edenvale in Johannesburgion bones have been found inside containers

transporting ivory and rhino horn, suggesting the same networks are involved.

According to theEIAh  OE1  # E E{EdSst Adid, drgaBideddcéiniinal networks
involved in lion trade are also trading tiger and other Asian big cat# criminal network
operating from Tianjin city in northern China was convicted in 2015 for trade in seven
tiger skeletons, 31 lion skeletons and nearly half a tonne of ivory. The Tianjin case
involved the organised transportation in convoys of skeletons over a thousand miles
from Guangxi in southern Chidh AT OAAOET ¢ 6 BBAOT AT h O 4EAT EE

In South Africa, the captive breeding of lions commenced in earnest in the 1990s
and by 1999 there were about 1000 lions in the industry. The numbeuf lions and other
big cats in the industry is unknown. Some publications cite the figure of 8,000 (lions

only). In 2015, the Traffic/Wildcru Bones of Contentioneport estimated that there

17 https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/wildlife -watch-illegal-trade-lions-teeth-claws-poaching/.

18 John R Platt, A growing threat to lions: lllegal trade in their boneScientific American30 June 2016,
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/extinction -countdown/ .

194 EA [ EiI180 3EAOA8 31 OOE | AFOEAAB O OOAABnvibmneiah OAAOAO AAIT AT A
Investigation Agency, p.8 July 2017
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were more than 9,100 lions in South Africa, of which approximatg 68% were in
captivity, i.e. 6,188. In 2017researchers from the University of the NorthWest made a
claim, based on inadequate extrapolations, that there are 297 lion breeding facilities in
South Africa?’ In a presentation to the South African Parliametary Portfolio

Committee on Environmental Affairsthe$ %! OAEA OE AuGiovorBIOOA x AOA
AADOEOA A OA ArEEdertiallyfAsAstall riee Edhjécsute and cannot be
verified, either by independent researchers, national or provincial goverment or even
the industry itself. Our findings show that the number of lions and other African and
Asianbig cats in the industry and the number of places breeding themincluding

Ligers, xbrown with white lions, x-Siberian and Bengal Tigers and everythg in-
between- is substantively higher than any of these estimates. The truth, however, is
that the number of lions (and other African and Asiaiig cats) in captivity in South

Africa is officially unknown.

Photograph: Vivienne Williams.

20 Peet Van der Merwe, Melville Saayman, Jauntelle Els and Andrea Saayman. The economic significance of lion
breeding operations in the South African Wild animals IndustryVol. 9(11), pp. 314322, International Journal of
Biodiversity and Conservatiomovember 2017. DOI: 10.5897/1JBC2017.1103.

2123rd May 2017, https:/pmg.org.za/committee -meeting/24431/ .
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The South Afrcan authorities should be reigning in this recalcitrant, cruel and

renegade industry and should at the very least be prohibiting:

1 Any further captive breeding of big ats by private owners;

1 The sale of live big cats both locally and internationally.

Instead, however, they are deliberately enabling and encouraging its existence and

growth, while at the same time being extremely lax at sufficiently regulating or

controlling these private breeders and their spiroff industries. It stands to reason,

therefore, that, as a result, the poplation of near-factory-farmed big ats in South Africa

must be increasing exponentially. Given the move by hunting organisations

internationally201 A @DPAl 31 OOE ! Z#OEAA8O I AET EOI1T OET C
for defending and supporting canned lion hunting,jn contravention of their

international policies, the obvious refocus of this industry must be on the bone trade.

Furthermore, the DEA and most of the relevant provincial authorities either
refuse to provide information relating to the extent of the industry, or the players
involved, when requested to do so througlthe Promotion of Access to Information Act
(PAIA)applications. OnApril 13t 2017, the EMS Foundation requested fronthe DEA,

via a formal PAIA application

91 A list of Predator Breeders, including names, addresses and name of the
provinces; and
1 A list of Predator Bone Traders and middlemen, including names, addresses and

province.

Both the PAIA Request and the subsequentppeal (in terms of PAIA) were refusedy

the DEAAAAAOOA OEAU AOCOAA OEAO OOEEO OANOAOGOAA
Al AEO 1T £ OEA OAODPIT 1T OE Aitwakt@nsferfedto theplovirkes D AOOT Al
Given the controversy around the industry and the lion bone trade (which fadlunder

the national Department) it seems irrational and unconscionable thahe DEA could not

or would not provide this information, particularly since the DEA, representing national

23 0AE AO %OOI b A il for Gank antl Widifel Conadrvatiri (€IC), Safari Club International, Dallas

BAEAOE #1 OAR "T1T1TA AT A #0171 AEAOO), 4EA 7EI A B3EAAD &I O1 AAGEI I
(CPHSA) Namibian Professional Hunters Association (NAPHA) and Opera and Professional Hunters Associations

of Africa (OPHAA).
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government, signs international treaties which relate to the oversightiad monitoring of

the captive predator industry and the lion bone trade which it vocally supports.

The Parliamentary Portfolio Committee also expectdhe DEA to have this
information and to be accountable for it. At th®EABriefing to Parliament on theMay
23 2017, the Chairperson askedhe DEA staff memberThea Carroll if they had any
information on the breeding facilities, to whichshe replied thatthe DEA did have the
ET £ O AGETT AT A OEAO OxEI OEA 1T xT AGO xAOAh A
shi O A AA OANOA O Qs Krandds OrhigeQActing Epiityl DBeTtor -
General: Legal, Authority and Compliance Enforcement, DEA), also replied that the DEA
did have a project focussing on compliancenonitoring at the breeding facilities, and
that information could be made availableThe$ %! Al OT O 1 A therd O1 EAT AT O
were just over 300 captive breeding facilities for lions in the country, mostly in the
I OOE 7A00h &OAA 23HMAWOU thé DEA kno thi®il itkides not
have alist of these facilities?
Although the PAIA request was transferred to the provinces (and despite several
follow up emails from the EMS Foundation to the provincespnly threeprovinces
(Gauteng, Northern Cape and Westerna@e) have provided information.Also of
concern, is the uneven and patchy responses to PAIA requests from the provinces as a

whole, aswell as the incompleteness of their responses when they do respond.

Alarmingly there appears to be no control or interesby South African
authorities on the breeding, inter-breeding (also across species) and keeping of lions
and tigers or the conditions under which they are kept. The DEA does not have a
national database on lions in captivity and has not conducted a national audit into the
numbers of lions held at these facilities. The DEA also does not have a national database
of tigers in captivity and has not conducted a national audit into the numbers of tigers
held at these facilities. So who has them, who is breeding them, how many there are or

where they are remains a mystery.

23 For the minutes of this Briefing seehttps:/pmg.org.za/committee -meeting/24431/ .
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s o 2 By

8, L e~ N ’
Image: EMS Foundation (September 2017)

In-breeding at Letsatsi la Africa (Free State)

¢CKS HamMT WYW[A2YQ .2yS vdz2il
Appetite for profit propels the captive-bred big cat industry in South Africa and it
fits comfortably WiOEET OEA AOOOAT O 31 OOE ! ssedodydi CT OAC
OO0 O0AE I AnAdeofogy®idch ig vociferously pro-trade and pro-trophy hunting.
South Africa is a key player in advancing the commercial trade in African lions@tTES
meetings. This, together withB T 1 E O EAGD A AOFEIT @80thEt A& Africdh Aidn,O
via a split listing, is the only big cat listed on Appendix lIThe South African government
is clearly placingthe greed and profits of a marginal and problematic grouping before
sound and ethical conservation managemenirhis poses a direct reputational threat to

Brand South Africa and the tourism industry.

~

There was no public consultation for the sale of an estimated 608801 ET 1 &
skeletons between 2008 and 2016. One of the reqements of setting the quota of 800
skeletons in 2017 was that the DEA should convene a meeting with all stakeholders

However,the first stagethat most stakeholders and the general public heard about

24 https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/sci -tech/2017-10-31-a-roaring-trade-6000-salion-skeletonsshipped-to-
asia/#.
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specific figures was attmeeting convened at shorhotice onJanuary21st2017. At the
meeting, the DEA said that, along with SANBI, it had calculated that a quota of 800
skeletons was appropriate. Stakeholders were given two weeks from the date of the
meeting to make submissions on the matterThisdespite South African law specifying a
30 day minimum period to make submissions. In June 2017, five months after the
January stakeholder meeting, the Minister announced that the 800 skeleton quota had

been approved.

—

— o y " - - ¥ e
Puruma Pride Lion Farm (Free State) Image: EMS Foundation September 2017

Civil society has raised a number of concerns in relation to the trade and the quota.

These include:

1 An absence of scientific evidence showing the conservation value of captive
breeding of lion, including pdential impacts on wild populations;

91 Failure to adopt the precautionary principle approach which suggests that no
major policy decisions (in this case regarding the lion skeleton quota) should be
made unless it can be proved that the decision will not havearmful
consequences to wild lion populations;

1 Inadequate official scrutiny of the welfare of captive predators;

Pagel7| 121



1 Concerns over provincial capacity (funding and skills) to effectively monitor
trade, for example the capacity to differential between lion antiger bones or
between bones from wild lions and captive bred lions;

1 Impact of legal trade from South Africa on illegal trade, particularly with regard
to wild lions and tigers;

1 Absence of independent research of market dynamics with regard to lietiger
bone trade;

T 4EA $%!' 60 £FAEI OOA OT OA OBHrdathf rapitatiokal AT T OO0C
damageAAOOAA AU OEA AADPOEOA AOAAAET C AT 1T OOI
international image as a responsible custodian of wild animals and the
environment. This is danaging Brand South Africaand the tourism industry;

1 A lack of information as to how, in the light of the involvement of organized
criminals in the ongoing poaching of rhino and the difficulties in controlling this
activity, South Africa will prevent laundering and other illegal activities with
regard to the lion bone trade;

Lack of consultation with anyone apart from traders and SAPA,
A misunderstanding of the role othe DEA in conserving wild animals, and not
driving the trade in its body parts when no comservation value at all can be

proven.

None of the stakeholders who had opposed the quota were told why their submissions
had been rejected. On Augudt6t 2017, the EMS Foundation put in #AIA Request to
the DEA requesting All records, including minutesof meetings, relating to the receipt,
filing, treatment, perusal, consideration, and/or assessment of the public submissions
on the lion bone export quota received byhe DEA pursuant to its call for public
comment on 25 January 2017, including the record@f the reasons why any
submissions were or were not taken into accounOn the 9" February 2018 the EMS

Foundation received a letter from the SANBI CEO saying that:

1 The component that related tominutes of the Scientific Authority meeting in
which the recommendation for the lion bone export quota was made was
transferred from the DEA to SANBI as the Secretariat for the Scientific Authority,

and received on 18 January 2018.
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1 The request was processed by SANBI as part of its obligations to provide

administrative support to the Scientific Authority.

1 The allocation of the 2017 lion bone quota was discussed at the 13th meeting of

the Scientific Authority, held from 2223 February 2017 and the request

therefore refers to the summary record of this meeting.

Theresponse was provided viaa documenttitled G\ddendum: Summary record fa

Agenda item 86 from the 13th Meeting of the Scientific AuthoriO U6 8 4 EA AT OEOA

reproduced below:

Record of discussion

The CITES CoPI7 annotation to the Appendix Il listing the African lion provides for annual export
guotas for the trade in captive lion bones from South Africa to be established. The annotation was base
on a situation where captive breeding facilities have been trading in bone and there was no basis on
which to prohibit this trade. However the trade should be regulated through a quota to ensure that it dog
not impact negatively on wild lion populations.

Towards establishing the current annual sustainable supply, MPconsulted the TRAFFIC report
on the lion bone trade and the SADC Trade Analysis, as well as information provided by DEA and SAPA
Data on trophy export numbers and trends show that South African CBOs can sustainably produce in
excess of 800 lion skeletons annuallyabout 10% of the captive lionpopulation in 2016. It is difficult to
determine whether a quota of 800 lions would meet export demand, but exports ranged between 720 an
1 300 in 2015/16. A 3year project onAnalysing and monitoring the lion bone trade In South Afriedll be
initiated by SANBI in collaboration with DEA, NZG, the University of the Witwatersrand and Oxford
University. The project will generate reliable information on the captive lion breeding industry and bone
trade, and thus assist in determining sustainable annual quas. In the public consultation process, DEA
received over 1 000 emails with comments on the proposed quota. Mpho Tjiane (MT) presented a
summary of these, which ranged from organisations and individuals opposed to hunting to members of
the industry opposedto a quota. Issues raised included the ethics of hunting and of the lion bone trade;
lack of transparency; inadequate research; lack of community beneficiation; animal cruelty; lack of
monitoring capacity in government; and impact on wild populations ofibn and other large cats. These
important issues were raised and considered, although many were related to policy and management
issues that are beyond the remit of the Scientific Authority.

The meeting discussed a proposed quota and the issue of demamdigupply. While trophy
hunting is a relatively small and stable industry, the demand for lion bone is much bigger and breeders
may even try to grow the market. A limited quota could discourage breeders from euthenasing a large

number of lions and sellingbones in the short term but then creating an unsustainable demand that

A

=

impacts on wild lion. However, a low initial quota could also lead to an increase in export applications fo

25 Michele Pfab (SANBI).
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live lions or meeting existing demand from wild lion populations. The SA waslvised that the SAf and
MAZ27 should not try to exercise too much control over the market, but rathegain a better understanding
of its dynamics through the monitoring project. The key is to be adaptive: 800 lions was considered to b

11

a reasonable baselie due to past trade patterns and this should be reviewed as more and better
information becomes available.

Decisions
E 4EA 1T Al AROO ACOAAA 11 A NOITOA T £ ynn TEIT OBAI AOGI T

information is available through the lion bone trade monitoring project.

There has been a tsunami of domestic and international criticism against South
Africa, both locally and globally, with many conservatiomodies, scientists and NGOs
affirming thatthe$ %! 6 O O1 EFAOOAOAA aly @gue preddbor BEedng OEE O CI
industry cannot be supported scientifically or from a tourism, conservation, ethical or
welfare perspective. Calls to stop the captive breeding of lions, hunting and killing of
these animals, live sales and the sale of their hes and skeletons, have been
widespread and made by organisations includingthe International Union for Nature
(IUCNYS8, carnivore scientists, wild animals NGOs, hunting associations, The Minister of
Environment in Namibia, the Minister of Environment, Coservation, Natural Resources
and Tourism in Botswana, a former South African Minister of Tourism, scientistand

political parties.

In March 2017, scientist Dr Paul Funston of Panthera (an organisation
specialising in the study ofwild cats including lions), statedOEAO O4EA Ci1T OAOT I A
proposed quota of 800 lion skeletons for legal export has absoluieno grounding in
science. Itis irresponsible to establish policy that could further imperil wild lionsz
already in precipitous decline throughout muchof Africaz when the facts are clear;
31 OOE ' #OEAAG6O0 T EIT AOAAAEI ¢ EI AOOOOU i AEAO
conserving lions and, indeedfurther imperilsthem8 ) O EO AT 1T &£ O01 AET ¢ OEA
whose iconic wild lions are such a source of nathal pride, not to mention tourist
revenue, would take such risks as to sustain a marginal captive breeding industry that is

~ s o~ A o~

ATTAAITTAA CciTAATT U £»O EOO OEAI AxEZOI DPOAAOGEAA

26 Scientific Authority.

27 Management Autlority.

28 JUCN Resolution13 (2016) called on the South African government to terminate the hunting of captiteed lions.
29 https://www.pressreader.com/south -africa/business-day/20170320/281663959826019 .
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On March22d 2018, the Inkatha Freedom Party, one of the opposition parties in
Sauth Africa, put out a press release condemning thentinued lion bone trade and
captive lion breeding in South AfricalFP Chief Whip in Parliament, Mr Narend Singh,
-0h OAEA O$AOPEOA 11 AO Adokohic Benefitét®BelBouhl

African people, our government persists in what can be justifiably argued as the

OAEAIT

decimation of our wild lion populations through allowing the continued

commaodification of this iconic African apex predator, the African Lion. These appalling

policy initiative s by government, which fly directly in the face of international best

conservation practice, beggar all belief and raise serious questions as to the motivations

OEAO ET £ Of OEAiIi 8 ' cOi xETC AT AU 1T £ AOGEAAT AA
in support of the determination of lion bone quota trade quotas, but also absolutely no
conservation value in the practice. The practice is nothing more than a commodification

of an apex African predator for the pecuniary benefit of a small handful of people, at

gOAAO AT A AEOOOAOOETI ¢ AgbpAT OA Oi AOAT A 31 OO0E

31 O0OE ' Z#OEAAGO EIT OEIi AOA ET O1 1 OAI AT O xEOE

that it cannot be separated from the illegal market for tiger (ad other big cat) body

parts. Itis in fact stimulating it and obstructing international efforts to stop the tiger

trade. It has also meant that lions (and conceivably also Asian big cats) in South Africa

AOA AAET C EEI 1 AA ObA hebareArdde ih SoutdebsDAsI®. OieCA O x ET
$ %08 DAAOI EAO j ATA TATU x1 O A AOCOA ET AT I POAE
O0AG 1 AAT O Q@e&fActofilly fufpOredby the=State, despite widespread

criminal networks, aOE OAAO OT | AOdBpulAtiorSand i ik a sbllE | Al

monopoly of operators purely for financial gain.

According to TRAFFIC no legal trade in lion body parts has been reported
between Vietnam, Lao PDR, China or Thailarf#d These countries, howevershow illegal
cross-border trade (e.g. of skeletons, claws) his presents the potential scenario of lion

bone items being imported legally into the region, but then rexported (either in the

30 The Legal and lllegal Trade in Africa Lions. A Study in Support of Decision 17.2atT ESThirtieth meeting of the
Animals Committee Geneva (Switzerland), 281 July 2018 African lion (Panthera leo) Documert submitted by the
CITESSecretariat at the request of TRAFFIC in relation to agenda item 25.
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raw form or as processed products) illegally to neighbouring countries. Currently it is

not clear which countries are acting as processors or consumers, and how the products

are moving across borders. Little open trade was observed in the three countries

surveyed, it appears that trade takes place through existing networks or is arranged via

O1T AEA1T [T AAEAh [ AEET C EO OAOUnekfgamge ROl O OT 11
AADOEOA AOAA OIEITG86 OEAI AOITO AT A hkittsthO EO A
launder illegally obtained bones and skeletons from their wild caught counterparts. The

link betweenOEET I ET O1T AT A Ol EI 1 8ATAA 1GE O OAMQEEIA EEIN K
trade in South Africa was already established and in the public donraas far back as

2011 with arrests in South Africa ofXaysavang Networlsyndicate members.

According to the US Department of State Bureau of International Narcotics and
, Ax %l £ OAAT AT O ' EZEAAEOOh O4EA 8AUOAOAT C . AdDx
trafficking syndicate, facilitates the killing of endangered elephants, rhinos, pangolins,
and other species for products such as ivory and rhino horn. Vixay Keosavang, a Lao
national, is believed to be the leader of the network. Xaysavang associates smuggle
illegally taken wild animals from countries in Africa and Asia into Laos, and then export
them to countries such as Vietnam and China. Affiliates are suspected to be active in
South Africa, Mozambique, Thailand, Laos, Malaysia, Vietnam, and China. The Xaygavan
Network has been linked to severbmajor seizures of wildlife products. The U.S.
Department of State is currently offering aeward of up to $1 million for information
leading to the dismantling of theXaysavang Networl3bAccording to the Freeland
FoundAOET T h 6E@AU +AT OAOAT ¢ch OEOI I EEO AAOGA EI
OOAEEIT ¢ ET ATEI AT O8AT A EITACAIT U AEOOTEIGC TC
ET OAOOETI ¢ EEO DPOT £ZEO EIT %2ET OA1 O AT A A OOAT ODPI
A boss of theXaysavang Networkinvolved in rhino poachingand trafficking,
Chumlong Lemtongthai (a Thai nationaBh x AO Al 01 ET 31 OOE | £AOEAA
bones for shipping to Southeast Asia, along with Phichet Thongphai and Punpitak
Chunchom (also Thai nationals). Chumlong Lemtong#ihnwas also involved with

~

ET OAOT AOET T A1l xEI Al EEZA OOAAEAEAEAOO AT A AAAIT A

31 https://www.state.gov/j/inl/tocrewards/c60273.htm

32 hitps://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach _-brothers-elephantivory-asiasanimal-
trafficking -network .

33 See J. Rademeyer. Killing for Profit. Cape Tovidebra Press; 2012.
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Bach brothers, Bach MaidlsoET I xT AO O" 111 AEAEd®hgBakH A " AAE 6
brothers are key players in the smuggling gateway from Thailanahio Laos. Although
they are active in Thailand, the brothers are originally Viethamese and have networks in
both countries. Apart from the export of wild animals and their body parts through
Laos, Thai police intelligence reports also link Boonchai with #nimporting of drugs
from Laos into Thailand.According to Vietnamese police, Bach Van Limh is involved in
running prostitutes and smuggling cars as well as wild animals and their body parts. He
also owns a hotel, a café and legitimate businesses tradingld) and placing migrant
workers.34
After a 10-year long investigation,in December 2017Boonchai Bach was
AOOAOOAA ET 4EAEI AT A60 11 OOEAAOOAOT Al OAAO ©
involvement in the smuggling of 14 rhino horns worth over $1 million fran Africa into
Thailand in December 2017. The arrest happened after Thai customs ran a routine X
ray inspection of cargo on an Ethiopian Airlines flight, which originated from South
Africa, and found rhino horns in luggage destined for the Chaiyamat fami{selative s of
Boonchai Bach)Also arrested wasAT A OOT A E ANikrn \WoEgptajanf b O h
official at Suvarnabhumi Airport. Nikorn Wongprajanis linked to Chumlong
Lemthongthai and the trafficking of rhino horns fromSouth Africa In2011 he was one
of the traffickers who used CITES trophy hunting permit loopholes to export rhino horn
for trade .38 Wongprajan is also linked to Pisit Pakawayalive animal
smuggler/breeder/dealer x EI  x AO Al O1 OEA OAAEDPEAT O 1T & Ol I
According toan in-depth GuardiannewspaperET OAOOECAOET T h O#EOI 111 C
the killing of hundreds of lions and supervised the boiling of their corpses to separate
the bones from the flesh. He then parceled up the bones in téilo bags- roughly one
bag for eachdead animal- and shipped them back to the Badh and to Keosavang,
xET 8011 A OEAI 1T1TxAOAOY Ol 6EAOT Ai AT A #EET A80o

#TEA #OEIi A &ATEI U AO OEA #A1 O0AGuardan2eSegenber, POLET A1l 4 OALELEEAEE]
https:/ /www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach -brothers-elephantivory-asiasanimal-trafficking -

network .

35 Also known as Nikon Wongchan. )

36 North West province list of rhino hunts, 200z¢ mpo8 4EA ODPOI £FAOOET T Ai 8 EOI OAO xAO (
tiTE DI AAA 11T 30AUI 80 Z£AOI ! 601 OAs8

ZTEA #OEi A &AT EIi U AO OEA #A1 O0OAGuardani2&Segenber, POLET Al 4 OAZEELEEAEE]
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach  -brothers-elephantivory -asiasanimal-trafficking -

network .
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The Xaysavang/Bach Networkset up a scheme with professional hunter
Marthinus Philippus (known asMarnus) SteyP8, who helped to procure the hinos and
trophy hunting permits, and assisted in shooting some of the animalSteyl initially
appeared alongside Lemtongthai but charges were later dropped because of a plea
bargain. Lemtongthai told the courts that Steyl had also offered to supply liskeletons.
O)1 61 EAAOG Al O OAOGAAIT AA OEA OAOA AO xEEAE EA
of them duringonetwoUAAO DAOET Ah O OCEI U®ForeAsicAOAOU AT (
ET OAOOECAOI O 0AOI /6 3011 EOAT h xEwas EAA AAAI
(Geakeda copy of an order form allegedly sentto Marnus Steylfor 50 rhinos aswell as

300 setsof lion bones.The order is signedby Chumlongz the allegedkingpin84®

Steyl, a prominent member of the lion breeding and trophy hunting industry,
was,between late 2016 and October 2017 a council member of the South African
Predators Association (SAPA). The SAPA council helps set policy and administers the
affairs of the organisation which has been a vocal proponent of lion breeding, the trophy
hunting of captive bred lions and trade in lion bones. Two other SAPA council members
have also previously been charged in connection with illegal rhino trophiiunting.4 It
appears that the relationship between the South African bone dealeesmd the Bach
network continues.In 2016, The Guardiansurveillance team photographed multiple
OEOEOO Oi OEA " AAE AOI OEAOOG 1 £#Z£ZEAAO ET . AEE
lion bone merchants with whom Chumlong Lemthongthai was working. The
investigators also identifiedA 4 EAE Al OOEAOh ET T x1T AO O*EIi |l UG
Phanom. Qimmydworked for Boonchai Bach and was caught at OR Tambo airport at the
OEI A 1T £ # E Ol Helwasorivitted foaelnftidg to bring undeclared cash

into the country.42

38 Companies Steyl has includeSteyl Game, Bon Accor Safaris and Steyl Endurance Racing and Stud Farm (Mandalay

Farm).

TheCrime& Al ET1 U AO OEA #A1 OOA | £ | Guardidh 06 Septeinbel P0164 OAELAEAEET C . A
https://www.theguardian.com/environmen t/2016/sep/26/bach -brothers-elephantivory-asiasanimal-trafficking -

network .

40 https://rhinofriendlyriders.wordpress.com/2011/11/09/rhino __ -files-iii -carte-blanche-documentary/ .

41 Cash before Conservation: An overview of the breeding of lions for hunting and bone trade. 2018. Born Free. o
2TEA #OET A &ATET U AO OEA #A1 O00OAGuardman26dedeinber, 2OlEE T A1 4 OAEEEAEE’
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/26/bach  -brothers-elephantivory -asiasanimal-trafficking -

network .
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The 2012 ourt case against Phichet Thongphai and Punpitak Chunchéin
revealed that contact with theXaysavang/Bach Networkvild animals trafficking
syndicate was initiated by members of the South African big cat capti®eeding
industry.44 How would they know how to contact a wild animals trafficking syndicate?
Any reasonable person would beware that Vixay Keosavang and the Bach brothers
were wild animal crime kingpins and that they were trafficking wild animals and their
body parts. This, and the fact that the Sailn African CITES Management Authorities
continue to issue export permitsforO1 ET 1 8 OEAI AOT T O 61 AAAOAOOA
possibly linked to traffickers, highlights the concernthat the big cat captive breeding

industry could beassociated withillegal wild animal trafficking .

In addition, research by Williamset al. (2017)O0OAT EOOAA OEAO O8AUOA
involvement in the lion bone trade precedes their involvement in the rhino horn trade,
and that the company started legally ppcuring lion bones fromfarmers c.February
2008 x EAT OEA EZEOOO #) 4%3 “A@gbl OO0 PAOIEO xAO EO
BAT and the EMS Foundation went to Southeast Asia to investigate the supposed
destinations in Southeast Asia as provided on the CITES permithich were sanctioned
by CITES and theatifying parties. Our inspections showed that most of the addresses
and the actual and/or final destinations of the skeletons could not be properly verified
and are not known.It is widely accepted thattrade on the Southeast Asian side is not
transparent, properly understood or identified, and is associated with wild animal
trafficking, poaching and the demise of tigersGiven this knowledge, it highlightsa
particularly worrying trend and literally means that governments on the supply and
demand side, ad the CITESSecretariat by implication may be, unknowinglyaiding and
abetting criminal activities.
As Williamsetal.T T OAA ET c¢mpuh OOET AA xEIT A AT EI Al
same established networks and supply lines, the Lion bone trade may haviggy-

backed on existing wild animals routes in Lao PDR, Viet Nam, China, Thailand and

43 Thongphai and Chuncbm were arrested for being in possession of lion bones, fined and theiry®ar sentence
suspended if they left the country.

44 SeeVivienne L. Williams, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, David W. MacdonalBoaring Trade? The legal
trade in Pantheraleobones from Africa to EastSoutheast Asia. PLOS ONE, pp.5, October 24, 2017.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996.

45 Vivienne L. Williams, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, David W. Macdomaldaring trade? The legal trade
in Panthera l® bones from Africa to EastSoutheast AsiaPLOS ONE, pp.6, October 24, 2017.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996.
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bl OOEAIT U -UATIT AO8) &£ ,EIT ATTAO AOHouhdas&El ¢ OOA

Asia, then the trade is presumed to be mainly illicit given the absence of CITES@xtp

Ei Bl 00 DPAOI EO OAAT OA® O1 1 ACEOEI EUA OEA OOAA
According to written answers to questions in the South African Parliament, the

first legal trade in lion bones and skeleton from South Africa began in 2008when lion

bones began to be used as asubstiulA &£ O OECAO AT 1T A0 ET OEA 1 A

AT A 1T OEAO Oi AAEAET Al 6 DOl AGAOO OOGAA ET O1TI1 A

are sometimes substituted for tiger bones without the knowledge odonsumers*® From

the outset, as with much other reord keeping relating to wild animals, there were

serious permit inaccuracies. The 2015 TRAFFIC & WILDCRU joint report showed that

O$AOOET AGET 1 66 xAOA OAAT OAAA AO 6EAOT Ai ET OC

OAAT OAAA AO OATTAOGe ET OOAAA 1T &£ EOIT OEAI AOT 1
Williams et al. found that the trade in lion bones from South Africa to Southeast

Asia has risen consistently since 2008. They also estimated that the total number of

skeletons legally exported from the whole of Africa to Southeast Asia for the period

2008+2016 is around 6058 skeletons and that 64% (3877) were exported from

2014+2016.4° Information gathered by BAT and the EMS Foundation estimates that

from 2014+2017 South Africa exported approximately 845 skeletons of which 46.4%

went to Lao PDR, 8.6% to Vietnam and 15% to Thailand. Lao PDR and Vietnam are

31 OOE ! FOEAAGO I AET OOAAET ¢ PAOOI A0OOh xEOE

Aobpl OOAA Oi OEAiIi8 )OO EO I £ OAOET 60 AilT AAOT C

countries listed by global onservation and law enforcement agencies as having weak

law enforcement and high levels of corruption and therefore key conduits for the

massive illegal trade in wild animals°

Al O EOOOEAEAA EOO OODPDPI OO0 A O OEA OOAAAR AC

for the Asian market appears to be supplied by bones obtained as a legatfnpduct of

46 Williams, V.L., Newton, D.J., Loveridge, A.J. and Macdonald, D.W. (2BbBEs of Contention: An Assessment of the
South AfricanTrade in African LiorPanthera leoBones and Other Body ParfBRAFFIC, & WildCRU, p.x, 2015.

47 https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/parl _iamentary _updates/question2935.pdf

48 www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf.

49 Williams VL, Loveridge AJ, Neton DJ, Macdonald DW (2017A Roaring Tade? The legal trade in Pantha leo
bones from Africa toSoutheast Asia. PLoS ONE 12(10), p.18.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996 .

50 www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of _contention.pdf.
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the trophy hunting industry where the lions are almost exclusively captiveA O ASA 8 6

the industry was merely a byproduct of the trophy hunting industry the skull, jaw and

clavicles would be absent from the skeleton exports. However, our research shows that

91% of the skeletons that went out in 2017, after the quota was inittad, had skulls

present. It can therefore be concluded, contrary to claims from government, that South

| FOEAAGO O1 ET 16 Al iphdud@ & hddanné&dophyihdin® ETi BT U A A
industry. In South Africa, big ats are being killed specifically fortheir bones.

AEA #)4%3 AT AT OOAT AT O 1T &£ 31 O0E ! Z#OEAABO 1 EIT1

fast becoming gorimary enabler of the commercial breeding of lions and tigers.

C!walLbD ¢LD9w{ ! b5 [LDOw{Y
CALAMITOUS ROLE IN THE A3GARAT BONE TRADE

)T 371 OOE ' Z£OEAA OE ¢ Kdthus aifdrded imicd @l £ZE AA A O
inadequate legal regulation andorotection. Consequentlytigers are being bred and
inter-bred in private breeding facilities and urban back yardsAcco/DAET ¢ O 77 &80
species policy expertLeigh Henry, this situation threatens the work that has been done
Of AT 1 OAOOGA xEI A pPiDOI AOEITO ET ! OEA8 0! DAC
meaning no agency can say how many there are, when they are bowhen they die and
what happens to their valuable parts when they do. lllegal trade in tiger parts remains
the primary threat to tigers in the wild, and the last thing we want is parts from captive
OECAOO EAI PEI ¢ OOOOAET % O AOAT &EOAl OEEO Al A
Despitethe CITES minimum standardshat the breeding of tigers as Appendix |
animals, needs to be regulated and at the very least, the organisations/businesses that
breed tigers need to be registered with CITES through the national authority, South
Africa has not listed one breeding operation with CITES. As a result:
A No national audit of tigers has been undertaken so who has them, who is
breeding them, how many there are or where they are is not known.
9 There is no reliable data on the numbers of tigers Ht are trophy hunted in

South Africa as generally a permit is not required to hunt a tiger;

51 Gazetted 2 December 2015 (No. 39468), p.28
52 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/shortcuts/2018/jun/20/more __ -tigers-live-in-us-back-yards-than-in-

the-wild -is-this-a-catastrophe.
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1 There are no regulations governing trade in tiger parts and derivatives within

the country;

A . ~ ~

T .17 TTA TAAAO O1 AAAT O1 O A& O EI x OECAO Al

=

g
F
[
3
-]
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Mystic Monkeys and Feathers (Limpopa)

31 OOE ' A£OE A A 8 Gusthiafld usehidedlodicahfrarBe@drk and the
consequent lax and/or norexistent regulations as well as inadequate enforcement of
the captive breeding and farming industry (and particularly because a large number of
lion breeders in South Africa also breed tigers) means that the tiger/lion bone traders
and criminal networks could easily take advantage and exploit it. It may also prowd
fertile ground for the bone industry to launder tiger bones into the market. As a recent
article in the Daily Maverickl 1 O Aiifony @& the heart of the tiger bone trade is that,
in Asia, lion bones are being used in fake tiger bone wine, while in SbiAfrica tiger
AT TAO AOA AAET ¢ EZAEAA AO T EIT AT TAO SAARAAAOOA

By allowing tigers to be bred for international trade,South Africacould be in
violatonof OEA AT O1 OOUG O A dpdcific@liyCATE ©Reéblutio# §oaf% 3

53 https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018 -04-23-tigers-being-bred-in-gautengbackyardsfor-petting-and-
bone-export/#.Wt7gNi5ubX4 .
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12.10, which requires registration of Appendix | breeding facilities operating for

commercial purposesCITES Decision 14.68nhay also apply as itequires such facilities

Ol OEiIi pIl AT AT O 1 AAOGOOAG OI OAOOOEAO OEA AADPOE
conserving wild tigers; tigers should not be bred for trade in their parts and
derivatives.6Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP1&)1 0T OOCA O ObaktiecsbE AO AT A

whose territories tigers and other Asian big cat species are bred in captivity to ensure

that adequate management gactices and controls are in place to prevent parts and

AAOEOAOEOAO mOiI I AT OAOET C EI 1 ACAT OOAAA £EOT I
In February 2018, BAT and the EMS Foundation wrote to the CITES Secretariat

with regard to facilities/individuals keeping Asian big cats (mainly tigers) in captivity in

31 OOE ' #OEAA PIET OETICc 10060 OEAO xA AOA OAOU A

unregulated approach is contributing directly to the demise of tigers and their #l

treatment and the growth of the tiger bone indu® OU8 31 OOE ! £AOEAASGO 1 Al

practices and controls are totally inadequate for such facilities and as a consequence

there is nothing to prevent Asian big ats from entering the illegal trade from or through

the breeding and keeping facilities in South SEAAh ET Al OAET ¢ OEA OAEO

parts. There are also a number of individuals in South Africa thare breeding and

keeping Asian big ats in their backyards in city suburbs.

Since early 2016, including in the recent past (3 October 2017 arddt December
2017) BAT and EMS have askdtie DEAwhether they know the number of Asian big
cats in South Africa andvhether they monitor and audit the South Africanfacilities. The
DEA havecontinuously and consistently replied that they do notmake any atempt as

fact that they are CITES Appendix | animals.

During a conversation on 3rd October 2017 with Mr Mpho Tjiane Deputy
Director: CITES Policy Development ankinplementation, Biodiversity and

Conservation (DEA), we askd

Question: Are people allowed to hunt tigers in South Africa?
DEAReply:) AT 180 ETT xh UT O I 660 AOGE OEA bPOiI OET A/
here.
During another meeting with Mr MphoTjiane, on 14th December 2017 in relation to
31 O0E ! A£OE A Ais&vistheQibnbdnd quaal We asked:
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Question: 88317 OEAOA EO A bPi OOEAEI EOU OEAO ) AT Ol
put the tag on with tiger bone, and hope forthelied OEAO UT O AT 180 PEAE
OEAOGO bi OOEAI A8
DEA Reply:Yes. | can send a piece of anything in South Africa and stick something in, you
xT 180 ETT x8
In terms of CITES regulations, all facilities breeding Appendix 1 animals
(whether indigenous or exotic) need to be registered with CITES by the National
Authority. However, South Africa does not hava singlefacility listed with CITES for any
Asian big cats, despite the fact that there are many places that are breeding them in
South Africa and Sout Africa has a burgeoning international trade in live tigers to

Southeast Asia.

Another problem is that the South African authorities are allowing tigers to
breed with lions as well as with other subspecies of tigers. Very often these predators

are keptin the same enclosures.

Aware that under Decision 17.22% taken at COP 17, held in South Africa in
September 2016 the CITES Secretariat was directed to conduct a review of the number
of facilities keeping Asian big cats in captivity in the territories oCITES Parties and the
number of Asian big cats kept in these facilities, on the 24th January 2018 we wrote to
the DEA as follows:

Question: We are aware that under Decision 17.229, the CITES Secretariat is directed to
conduct a review of the number of fdities keeping Asian big cats in captivity in the
territories of CITES Parties and the number of Asian big cats kept in these facilities. The
EMS Foundation understands that the Secretariat has issued a Notification to the Parties
to seek such informatiofrom the Parties. Does DEA have this information? If so please
can it be provided to ourselves? If DEA does not have this information, how does it plan on

obtaining it and what is the timeline?

We received no reply and we sent a reminder email tithe DEAon 16th February
2018, to which we received this brusque reply from Mpho Tjiane, Deputy Director:
CITES Policy Development and Implementation, Biodiversity and Conservation,

Department of Environmental Affairs:

54 https://cites.org/eng/node/48653 .
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DEA Reply: Yes email received and we wilelcommunicating with Secretariat on how we
will deal with this matter as you can appreciate that there are 9 Provinces in South Africa
and we have to coordinate the information. We have no time lines to achieving this goal as

we have not plannée.

In answer to Parliamentary Question (No. 2688, 8 September 2017): What is the
total number of (i) registered breeders of tigers, (ii) tigers in captivity and (iii) tigers
that have been hunted in South Africa since 1 January 2017 and (b) what is the
breakdown of the numbers for each province? The Minister of Environmental Affairs
replied: Tigers are alien in South Africa and are kept for among others zoological and
breeding purposes. Tigers are not regulated in terms National Environmental
Management Biodiversity At (Act No. 10 of 2004) or Threatened & Protected Species
Regulations (TOPS). The national Department of Environmental Affairs , therefore, does
not keep statistics on numbers of registered breeders, tigers in captivity, and hunting in
South Africa as it$ done with the key indigenous big mammals (Rhino, Elephants) as
well as other big cats (Lions and Leopards). Provincial Authorities may have statistics
on a number of registered captive facilities and hunting as such may be regulated

through respective provincial legislation.

YT OAOI O T &# 3AEAAOTI A v 1T £ 31 O00E ' £#OEAABO
competency between national and provincial governments. We are concerned the

it comes to the provision of information in relation to the implementation and fulfilment

I £ 31 O00E ' £FOEAAS8 O T Al ECAOETT O ET OAOI 1T & EIC
CITES. This appears to be a possible tacticthre $ %! & rOto deffect from its lack of

compliance, oversight and implementation, particularly as there are established

government forums represented by all the provinceshe DEA and SANBI which meet

regularly and where information is supposedly shared.

In a meeing between ourselves and the Limpopo province Director for Wild
animal trade and Regulation, Mr. Sam Makhubele and his team, on the 22nd February
2018, we asked if their department had ever received a request frothe DEA in relation
to Asian big cats, secifically: Species concerned; Name of establishmertddress of
establishment; Date of establishment of the facility and last known date on which it was

still in operation; Source of information about the existence of the facility. Their reply
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was one ofsurprise, stating categorically that no request to the Limpopo province from

the DEA had ever been received.

The 2015 TRAFFIC/Wildcru report,Bones of Contentioralso raised serious
concerns about the growing trade in tigers and their parts and productsom South
Africa, and that tiger bones from South Africa may be laundered as Lion bones using
CITES Appendix II. Limitations in the South African legislation applying to endangered
exotic animals have made it possible for an unregulated domestic trade Tigers. The
report also flagged the lack of transparency by the government and the industry on the

matter.

In 2015, the Bones of ContentioReport estimated that there were more than 280

tigers (mainly Bengal) in at least 44 facilities in South Africa. ldanuary 2018 we

AT 1T AOAOGAA DPOAIT EIi ET AOUR ATA TAETT U )1 OAOT Adh

had tigers in South Africa. Our research showed that the industry has grown and there

are now more facilities and more tigers. It also clearly showethat inbreeding in many

I £ OEAOA EAAEI EOEAO EO OAIi PAT 08 7A EAAT OEZEEA

individuals who keep tigers in urban suburbs}®:

Free Statez 15.

North-Westz 14.

Limpopo z 10.

Gautengz 8.

Eastern Capeg 5.

Western Cae 7 2.

KwaZulu Natalz 1.

Ourlistof OFEAAET EOEAOS AAilwebsik AAAAOOAA &£OT 1T 100
This list is by no means exhaustivgs the number of facilities/individuals and

number and species of Asian bigats is not known, regulated or quantified in South

Africa.

55 Since the publication of our list we have identified an additional 3 tiger facilities in South Africa

Page32| 121


http://emsfoundation.org.za/wp-content/uploads/FACILITIES-KEEPING-BIG-ASIAN-CATS-IN-CAPTIVITY_BAT_EMS_March2018.pdf

ahb9{ Chw {![ 93 SHOWYSTHEh w {
MONEY

Please follow the link to ourMindmap. It identifies the linkages between exporters and

~

Ei bl OOA0O 1T £ Ol b8 AT AO AOI I ¢mnpr

31 O0E | FEQedAehad Hone Gadds far from transparent and virtually
nothing about how the industry functions, the makeup of the industry, or the key actors
involved has been placed in the public domain by the State or the industry. Of concern is
that the key question of how local actos become linked into and integrated into the
Asian side of the trade, and the foreign criminal networks and operations is
O1 AT AOi AT OAA8 4EA 31 O0OE ! £FOEAAT AT OGEOI 11 AT OA
bone permits willy-nilly without doing due diligence or proper appraisal and evaluation
of the traders in South Africa particularly in relation to who they are, how they become
involved in the trade or how they became connected to the mainly illicit networks in

Southeast Asia.

Through PAIA responses fsm the Gauteng province (GDARD), interviews and
investigations, BAT and the EMS Foundation have been able to piece together some
elements of the secalled legal trade, including the traders/agents involved (on both the
supply and demand side), the supposedestinations, as well as a few of the bigat
owners who sell the skeletons on to the traders/agents. However, when it comes to the
AAOGAETI O T &£ OEA T1TTAU &1 x0 ATA AATTTIEAO I &
side z after all, this is what is diving the trade z very little is known. Given the links of
the big catbone trade to illegal activities, criminal syndicates and tax evasion, it seems
incredulous that a government department whose key mandate is conservation and
biodiversity is given the exclusive responsibility on decisions on whether to trade or not
and what to trade in, based solely on a highly contested and deeglgwed and
EAATT T CEAAT ET OAODOADtAeSRA! 16 O AT 0 EREROE 1AAEIT A O]
corruption, criminality a nd suffering, then it follows that it should be held legally liable.

There areclear links of the big cat bone trade to traffickingwhich goes handin-

hand with tax evasion, corruption and money launderingyand that the bones for tigers
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and other big cads hold the most value on the international black marketYetthere is

very little in -depth analysis of the money flows for this industry. Much more needs to be
understood about: the actors involved and their credentials; the structures of the
industry; and mechanisms and physical movement of money along the trade chain. It is
also important to probe their financial networks, i.e. who may be bankrolling them or
why and if they may be fronting for other entities. Who is providing the highevel
planning, organization and financial resources along the transactional trade chain,

including sourcing, purchasing, killing, processing, storing, packaging and shippihg

It is crucial to unpack how the South African traders come into contact with the
traders in Southeast Asia, what networks they are linked into within South Africa and

what relationships they have with the predator breeders and th&outh African Predator

Association How do the South African exporters receie payments from the buyers in

Lao PDR, Vietnam and Thailand? Can the South African government give the assurance
that money laundering is not being facilitated and that the movement of significant

illicit financial flow is not involved? How do the customes in Southeast Asidransfer

funds to their South African suppliers? Can the South African government give the
assurance that bones/skeletons that are exported to Lao PDR are not illegally exported
to and traded in Vietham? South Africa as a Party to CI$Es obligated to take

preventative action to stop these illegal activitiesMoreover, South Africa has ratified

the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and
the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC).
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Boskoppie Lion and Tiger Reserve Image: EMS Foundation (September 2017)

Access to, and analysis of, this information and transparency is crucial, not only
in understanding the nature of the trade but in gaining insights into its links into illegal
trafficking. The South African government urgently needs to open this murky industry
(and its participants) to public scrutiny so that it can be fully and accurately
interrogated and understood and the money trail thoroughly monitored. Particularly
given that thisis a highly lucrative trade and that our investigations of the destinations
on the demand side bring into question thdona fidesof the recipients as well as their
possible links to illegal traffickers What needs to be publicly investigated is how the
South African traders (breeders/suppliers/etc., middlemen and exporters) make and
receive payments, from and to whom, how much and where they have bank accounts.
Their payments to the South African Revenue Services (SARS) also needs to be urgently
examinedand all their paperwork and invoices scrutinised to check whether they may
AA DPOT AOGAET ¢ OOEAAT x8 EIT-disclisddtOSARES. Ddeéihk DO ODI

entire industry needs to be investigate by the AuditoiGeneral.

Not Adding UpWhat the Bone BdersDeclare

BAT and EMS have had access to documents that show what some of the bone
traders supposedly charged for their 2017 shipments to Southeast Asia, i.e. transaction
amounts as provided to South African authorities. The inconsistencies related tioese

amounts raise serious concerndt should be notedthat traders had to pay ZAR550 per
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skeleton for DNA testswhich presumably was built into the charged amount. Examples

include:

ZAR615,039 for 26 skeletons (R23,655 per skeleton) to Lao PDR
USD86000 for 40 full skeletons, i.e. with skulls etc. (USD2,150approximately
ZAR26,000) per skeleton to Lao PDR

1 USD49,000 for 32 skeletons (USD2,150 each for 10 full skeletons, i.e. with skulls

etc. and USD1,250 each for 22 skeletons) to Lao PDR

USD8,7500r 7 skeletons (USD1,250 per skeleton) to Lao PDR

ZAR34,600 for 5 skeletons (ZAR6,920 per skeleton) to Lao PDR

ZAR4,000 for 4 skeletons (ZAR1,000 per skeleton) to Lao PDR

ZAR31,000 for 31 skeletons (ZAR1,000 per skeleton) to Vietnam

ZAR29,000 for 29skeletons (ZAR1,000 per skeleton) to Vietnam

ZAR29,600 for 37 skeletons (ZAR800 per skeleton) to Thailand

ZAR 27,000 for 54 skeletons4AR500 per skeleton) to Vietnam.

ZAR28,500 for 57 full skeletong 53 with skulls and 4 without (ZAR500 per

skeleton) to Vietnam.

1 ZAR11,000 for 22 full skeletons, i.e. with skulls etc. (ZAR500 per skeleton) to
Vietnam.
ZAR6,000 for 12 skeletons (ZAR500 per skeleton) to Thailand
ZAR2,000 for 4 skeletons (R500 per skeleton) to LAO PDR

= =2 =2 =4 A4 -4 - -2

As stated in the TRAFFIC & WildCRU 28 Bones of Contention Repoity 2013
local South African traders bought complete skeletons from the industry for a maximum
of about ZAR20 000 and that prices escalated along the trade chain and were several
times higher when the skeleton reached dealers Southeast Asi&® While according to
interviews conducted in 2017 with a number of South African professional trophy
hunters OEA DPOEAA AO OOEA AOAAAEI ¢ Z£AOI CAOAS OE
skeleton, depending on the size and whether it haa skull, teeth and claws? If, indeed,
OEA AOOOAT O POEAA OAO OEA AOAAAET ¢ AZAOI CAOA
since it is all about profit, it is also very plausible that illegally killing wild lions for the

bone trade may be cheaper than socing bones from the captivebreeding industry.

56 www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of _contention.pdf.
57 Interviews conducted by Mike Cadman, 2017.
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Bones ready for export from South Africa to Southeast Asia. Image: Vivienne Williams

Williams et al.(2017) found that the bone traders buy skeletons from multiple
sources in diferent provinces, consolidate the shipments, and then usually apply for
CITES export permits from their home province. Our research shows that since the
establishment of the quota this is not always the cas©f the twentyseven CITES export
permits issuedin 2017, 13 were issued by Gautengight by Free Statefive by North
West and the origin ofoneis unknown./ £ OEA & 00 OOAAAOO xEI A@b

2017, three are domiciled in Gauteng and one is in the Free State.

Taking the Gajexploiting the Severd-lawsan the Oversight
Process

WeakProcedures

Information obtained from the DEA revealed the following procdures for 2017:

1. TheDEA runs the quota and allocates it per application.

2. The provinces check/count the skeletons before permits are ssied or before the
skeletons/sets of bones are tagged.

3. The origin/source of the individual skeletons/bones or how and where the lion
was killed is not recorded. This is a major shortcoming as there is therefore no
way to check where the lions come from athwhere or how they were killed. This

obviously also has major welfare implications.
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4. Each tag is supposed to be individually numbered, e.g. 1/800 2017(one of 800)
and so on, and this number must be listed on the CITES export permit
Addendum.

5. Before the sleletons/sets of bones are packed a DNA sample is taken per set of
bones (per skeleton) and sent to the National Zoological Gardens for testing. DNA
tests would not be able to distinguish between wild or captive lions as it only
identifies species.

6. The traders/exporters pay approximately R550 upfront per skeleton.

7. A huge flaw in the system is that the traders take the bones after the DNA sample
and then pack them. This is where tiger bones could be swapped for lion bones
and smuggled out of the country. Te TRAFFIC/WILDCRU Joint Report, Bones of
Contention also identified that there is a serious risk of tiger bone, teeth and
claws from South Africa being laundered and exported as legal lion specimens
using CITES export permits8

8. Arandom DNA samplenay be taken at the airport, however if it does occur
only one item per consignment would be tested. This is because DNA costs (at
this stage of the process) are paid for by State and only a limited budget has been
allocated for this purpose. (TheLAB-IN-A-BOX pmrtable DNA barcoding kit,
which makes species identification possible for port officials within a few hours
was only presented to South Africa on 20 November 2057 The information we
found is that thesekits havenot yet been rolled out in South AfricaPort officials
would also need to be trained to use the kit.) As the majority of the skeletons left
South Africa before the 2@ November,DNA samples, if taken at ports of exit,
would have had to be sent to a laboratory for testing and this would have tak
days if not weeks, by which time the consignments would have already left the

country.

58 www.wildcru.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_o f_contention.pdf
59 https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/11/171120085428.htm .
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Photographtaken by Vivienne Williams.

What Moratorium?

It is important to note that CITES export permits were issued in 201Before 19
June (when the quota was g and at least50 skeletons were exportedbefore June as a
result in 201769, This also means that they were natubjected to the above procedures
despite the fact that they were part of the 2017 quota and that thBEAhad publicly
stated it hadplacedanm OAOT OEOI 11 OEA A@gbi 00 1 £ OIEI1TS
set and even although in a press release dated 28 June 2017 announcing the quota the
-ET EOOAO UnidArdBduAcenta i @ 1in® with the commitment made earlier
this year by the Miniger that no lion bones or other derivatives would be exported from
South Africa from January 2017 until a quota has been set, and a determination made as
Ol ET x OEA bDOi AAadveverghie DEADRY sénfan AnGikdat8di20
January 2017 instru¢ing the Provinces to withdraw all permits dealing with lion bones
until the quota has been establishedAs this email was retracted bythe DEA in February

2017, South Africa did not comply with its commitment to CITES.

60 According to information we have obtained using PAIA.
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On the February2nd ¢ 1t p x h 8 lefrddér dnde$ \Yan Tonder legally disputed
the CITES annotation (bat an annual quota must be established before any bones can
be exported andwhich came into effect on 2 Januarg017). It was settled out of court
asthe DEA, in response, decided to re#ict its email to the Provinces on 20 January 2017
and validate the export permits. This situation arose becauselte Gauteng Department
of Agriculture and Rural Development (GDARD) issued a number of permits to traders
after the decision was taken at CITESOP17 on 2 October 2016, including two permits
in October 2016 to Van Tonder to export 60 skeletons to Son Long Investments in
Vietnam. GDARD continued to issue permits in November and December 2016 and
January and February 2017. Shipments also went ouf the country in January and
February 2017.

Manus (Marthinus Philippus) Steyl also lodged an Application against the Free
State Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs (Case
No.: 2841/17, Bloemfontein) on 23 June 2017. SteylwBAAEET ¢ AT 1T OAAO OAI
the Province to consider the applications submitted by the applicant for the exportation
of any bones, bone pieces, bone products, claws, skeletons, skulls and teeth of Lions
AAOEOAA &£O0T i AADPOEOA AguédAhatihe Provind@ Aa0 AcDET 1T 068 3
considered his applications for permits because of the decision at CITES COP17 in 2016
to set a quota. His Motion was that the Province can still consider the applications and

allow Steyl to trade pending the finalization othe quota$!

QuaaSmota: Why Worry About Weightnd Quantitie®

The DEA set and allocated the 2017 quota at 800 lion skeletons. But our
research, which also gave us access to the CITES export permits, damningly shows that
the DEA, who were running the gota nationally, oversaw the issuing of CITES permits
for 870 skeletons and signeebff on their export. The DEA cannot argue that all these
permits may not have been used, as we have verified every one of them against actual

exports. Moreover, some of thelicated numbers were issued/used twice?

As ifall of this is not worrying enough, our investigations reveal that if one
analyses theweights of the big cat skeletons that were exported in 2017, many more

than 870 were actually exported. In fact, it cold mean that at least twice or three times

61 https://pmq.org.za/committee -meeting/25178/ .
62 For examples, allocated numbers194-497, 499, 501508, 510, 519, 520.
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as many lion skeletons were exported than what was declared and it could alsean

that tiger bones couldhave been included in the consignment.

There are mounting concerns that the legal sale of lion bones is nkasy an
illegal trade. In addition, given that the captive breeding of tiger and ligers in South
Africa is unregulated and growing, and that provincial conservation authorities are
AxAOA OEAO OEA AAI AT A O OAOOE R ithe pidhabiithECA OO
is high that bones from CITES Appelix | tigers, and/or ligers, bred in captivity in South
Africa are being laundered as lion bones using CITES Appendix Il permilfis can be
achieved byfraudulently falsifying the quantities of skeletons @clared on CITES export
permits. Researchers Williams, Loveridge, Newton and Macdonald developed a method
£l O OEA AOOET OABBAAOROEAAOAAGI OIOEA 1 ETT ATT
average mass of a lion skeleton to corroborate the numbers dfedetons declared on
CITES permits, relative to the weight of the consolidated consignments stated on the air
x AUA BTHeiOpeea-OA OEAXx AA ¢mpuv DBEORAAAECAOOVE&EAI ABT DC
Their Mandibles Rockbemonstrates that the average weighof a lion skeleton with a
skull is nine kilograms (but can vary betweensix and thirteen) and that skeletons

without skulls weigh between six to nine kilograms.

Given that the mean average of a full lion skeleton is 9 kilograms, our
examination of a sampé of 10 skeleton consignments exported in 2017 alarmingly
indicates that the individual skeletons actually exported on average weighed between
11 and 30 kilograms (and before being put into cartons for shipment). Moreover, in one
instance, the veterinary ertificates (which have the weights as provided by the
processing taxidermist) indicated that the total weight for 71 skeletons was 1,580
kilograms z an amount equal to at least double the quantity of skeletons declaréelThis
implies that the industry is trying to conceal an illegal trade in tigers, ligers and lions
and that some of the traders are deliberately undedeclaring the
guantities/number/species of skeletons they are commercially exporting by

fraudulently falsifying documentation (possibly with the help of corrupt officials) to

63 Werner Boing, pers. comm. 11/03/2015, quoted in Vivienne L. Williams, Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton,

DAOEA 78 -AAAT T AT A O3EOI I ABDCCAOUSd ,EITO I ECT AT A 4EAEO
November 2015. 5 3
6 EOEATTA ,8 7EITEAI Oh 'TAOAx *8 1 OAOEACAh S$AOEA *8 . AxOI

Their Mandibles Rock! PbS ONE 10(11): e0135144, November 2015.
65 |t is not known if they had already been packed in cartons when weighed.
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increase their profits. It also means that the real extent and nature of this controversial,

sordid and yet inexplicably legal, trade is not known

Of grave concern is that these consignments were all stamped and appraveay
the DEA at the airport and attached to the CITES export permit. It is also alarming that
this has not been picked up by any of the CITES authorities along the trade chain and as
a result could point to corruption. Examples of some of these illegallkported bone

consignments are:

1 An average weight per skeleton of 20.5 kilograms (62.75% which they declared
had no skulls). This is more than double the average weight of a lion skeleton
with a skull and could mean that at least twice or three times as mgnion
skeletons were exported than what was declared and it could also mean that
tiger bones could also have been included in the consignment.

1 An average weight per skeleton of 18.7 kilograms (50% which they declared had
no skulls). This is double the aveage weight of a full lion skeleton and could
mean that at least twice as many lion skeletons were exported than what was
declared and it could also mean that tigr and/or liger bones couldhave been
included in the consignment.

1 An average weight per skeadton of 18.3 kilograms (full skeletons). This is double
the average weight of a full lion skeleton and could mean that at least twice as
many lion skeletons were exported than what was declared and it could also
mean that tiger and/or liger bones could als have been included in the
consignment.

1 An average weight per skeleton of 17.6 kilograms (50% which they declared had
no skulls). This is almost double the average weight of a full lion skeleton and
could mean that at least twice as many lion skeletonsere exported than what
was declared and it could also mean that tiger and/or liger bones could also

have been included in the consignment.

In 2017, an illegal wildlife trader in Vietnam claimed that lion bone from Africa sent to
Vietnam cost him USD880 pekilogram (approx. ZAR10,500¥8 If indeed this is an

accurate indication, then killing lions and captive tigers and ligers for their bones is not

66 Grinding Rhino Operation Red Cloud, Elephant Action League Investigative Report, July 2017, p.69.
https://elephantleague.org/wp -content/uploads/2017/07/Grinding -Rhino-July2017-ElephantAction-League.pdf
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only a dangerously lucrative endeavour but one which may serve to motivate the
various actors involved to ilegally fabricate the quantities (and species) of skeletons

declared on CITES export permits.

Of major concern is information that hasecently been brought to light by the
EIA,CITES AC3BGENDA ITEM 25: Supplementary Information on Liaade, July 2@8,
which shows thatin Chinalion bone is now being sold at about three times the price of
wild tiger bone. According to the EIAOA OE A GOAGEYEIT @O AO A OAEAADPAO
AOGAEIT AAT A OOAOOEOOOAG OiF OECAO Egdedandf@Oi AO i
tiger and other big cat products publicly available court records from China indicate
that lion parts are not traded as a cheaper substitute to tiger, and instead are sold to
consumers as tiger. We are very concerned that trade in lion is exabating the
perceived availability and acceptability of tiger products and is stimulating further
demand. In eight of a total 23 seizures of lion parts in China collated by BlAcourt
records specifically indicate that the item in question was being solds tiger, and thus
was not serving as a substitute product. We therefore support the alternative
interpretation that lion parts are serving to augment demand for tiger. Court records
also reveal that per kilogram prices for lion bone in China one step the trade chain
away from the final consumer are 23 times higher than those for wildsourced tiger

boneo

EIA also revealed thatle scale of illegal lion trade in China is much larger than
reported and that China is a key destination country for traffiked lion parts.EIA has
collated information on seizures of lion parts and products in China from open source
media, including news reports and publicly available court records AT A OdeeA OT OAT
significantly higher than thosepresented by CITES for thepcoming CITES Animal
Committee meeting (AC30, July 2018).

Apart from the trader networks, other actors in the trade chain include airlines
and shipping agents. Our investigations reveal that the airline that transported all the
Ol ET 16 AT 1 ANGiaiDI0173vhsBidgagore Aifines. The shipping agents were

Airline Express/U-Bag and Air Menzies.
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It is also clear from permit information that3 T OOE ! A£OE A Allowingb1 | EAEA

and condoning the domestic trade in lion bone”

THE PREDATORYEMT 2 1 hQ{ 21 h Lb ¢I
PARTS TRADE ZOO

Only a small group of people benefit from the industryindeed, in 2017 thee
were four traders from South Africa(Sandra Linde TaksidermigeStephanus Jacobus
Alberts, HermanDe Jager, and Gavin OberholzegxportingOi E T Ttéfivéd i T A
importers via CITES permits. Three are domiciled in the Gauteng aodein the Free
State.In terms of 2017 declared quantity, Vietham was the largest importer(Thanh
Manh Hung Company and VinfPhu Joint Stock Company))followed by Llao PDR
(Ainthaphone Trading/Vannaseng Trading andSomok Phaimany and Thailand

(Natakorn Yuennan)

It is unclear why the DEA would choose to support the business interests of a
small group of people driven by the desire to make profit from the body partsf lions
and other big cats at the expense of ethical conservation practice. If South Africa is to be
regarded as a responsible and ethical custodian of wild animals, and a country that
cares about wild animals in other African countries and across the dbe, urgent action
needs to be taken to curtail the captie breeding of lions and other Iy cats and the sale

of their bones and skeletons.

The DEAhas consistently denied the EMS Foundation access to information on
the actors in the captive breeding industy, the bone traders/exporters and the actual

destination addresses, i.e., the information on the CITES export permits. Without this

ET £ Oi ACGEIT EO EO Al i1 00 EI bl OOEAT A O AmEEAA
industry. Fortunately for BAT andthe EMS Foundationdifferent agencies within the
3O0AOAGO %l OEOITIT AT O Al OOOAO ET OAOPOAO 31 OOE

differently, and it was a gamechanger when the Gauteng Province gave us access to

their permits. This information plus additional data made available to us, information in

67 Permit no. 000059 (GDARD) issued on 31/05/2017 to Mr Nkuna in Mpuidanga for buying and transport of lion
bonesfrom bone-trader S. J. Alberts.
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the public domain and our own investigations meant we could try to piece together

information on the Traders and Destinations.

In response to Parliamentary Questions (134 and 1343)from the Democtatic
Alliance in April and June 2011 requesting the names of the exporters aedd
recipients on export consignments to Lao PDR in 2009 and 201the Minister of Water

and Environmental Affairs provided the following information:
South African Traders:

Mr S H. Rothman$8

Mr J P.Wapenaar / Mr S H Rothma®
Hatari Taxidermy.

Mr G.Jvan Zyl (c/o Hatari Taxidermy).
Mr T. Cloete.

Sandra Linde Taxidermy?©

= =2 =2 =4 A4 - -2

Mr M. P. Steyl (c/o C Williamson Savuti Taxidermy,)

1 MrJJvan derWesthuizen (Letsatsi la Africa).
Importers :

1 S Durosagham.

91 Sipharpra Duarseram

1 Vixay Keosovang

1 Jacek Raczka.

1 Bounpasong Paphatsalang

This information has been published on the internet byhe DEA7! It also linked the

Al T1TTxETC OI ETT86 dikedlyko VikhykKédéa@ogd | Al AAOO
Sandra LindeTaxidermy.

Sebastian Rothmann.

Manus (Marthinus Philippus) Steyl.

1
1
1
1 JJ(Kobus) Van Der Westhuizen.

68 Note: spelling is actually Rothmann.

69 |bid.

70 Registered asSandra Linde Taksidermie.

71 https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary _updates/question1734.pdf .
72 Most of themremain in the live lion and lion body part business.
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However, the Minister did not include reference to transactions that took place in
October 2010 between Xaysavang Trading Expetimport, 174 Ban Anousonxay, Paksan
District, Bolikhamxay, Lao PDR and several South African traders. This information
(including copies of invoices and permits) was placed in the public domain by forensic
ET OAOOECAOT O7and é&posetl Som&odthe fabaing: 1

1 Juan Pace (Shangwari Safaris) for 17 lion carcasses

1 Steyl Game (Marnus Steyl) for 13 skeletons

1 Leeuwbosch Game FarnDr Deon Engelbrecht) for 45 lion carcasses.

 Letters from Steyl Game and LeeuwboschGa& , I ACA 641 7EiI i EO -
#1 1T AAOT 6h OOAORICEOCORDAACEAUPADEAO OEAO Al
AOT EAOO xEOEET OEA 11T AAlT xEI A AT EI Al OOAA

with Xaysavang Trading in Laos regarding legal hunting and game brokiimg

South Africa and assist with the exports of predators, wild game, antelope and

Agdl OEA OPAAEAO j OEETT h OAAT A AT A O1 AT AT C
AT 1T AOAO EOT OET ¢ &£ O Al EAT OO T £ 8AUOAOAIT ¢
&OOOEAO dheAhbvemariidbéd©ompany in the buying of wild animals

Al A

i ACAET ET ¢ OEA T AAAOOAOU DPAOI EOO OANOE

According to investigaive journalist* O1 EAT 2AAAT AUAOh O8AUOAOAT C
attention of South African authorities inSeptember 2008, when Chunchom and four

other suspects were arrested in Middelburg in Mpumalanga after they allegedly offered

an undercover policeman $60 000 for three rhino hornsThe case against Chunchom

and two other suspects was later withdraw. In Juy 2009 the Kenya Wild Aimals

Service (KWS) and customs officers seized 260kg of elephant ivory and 18kg of rhino

horn at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport.The shipment was registered to Xaysavang

and was destined for Laos. Officials suspected the shignt originated in South

| O B hAdiion,+ AT OAOAT ¢c60 OT 1 A ET xEAAOPOAAA EI 1/
noted by various law enforcement agencies in Asia from as early as 2003 he fact that

South Africa was issuing CITES export permits to crimal syndicates and questionable

73 Copies of all the original documents can be found on Forensic InvestigatbrA O1 /6 301 1 EOAT 80 xAAOQEOQ,
https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/ Annex. G.

74 https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Bloody -rhino-poachingtrail -leadsto-SAsafari-operator-

20110721.

75 See https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/27/revealed -how-senior-laos-officials-cut-deals

with -animal-traffickers.
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destinations after they had knowledge of theXasavang Networlspeaks to the gapping

loopholes in CITES permitting mechanisms.

In answer to a Parliamentary Question (NW2564September 2017 the Minister
of Environmental Affairs said that the reasons for setting the lion skeleton quota was to
OAOT EA OEA AOAAOQCEIT 1T &£ A 1111 ®jakdivjadid OEA OOE
stimulating illegal trade876 Yet,all the available evidence shows that it is reinforcing the
existing monopoly of bonetraders in South Africa and stimulating the illegal trade in

Southeast Asia.

According to Williamsetal,LET - AOAE ¢mpx OEAOA xAOA OEO®
* AOOAT Céne o Whidra was listed in the 2011 DEA documerd? From our own
investigationsit is likely to be Sandra Linde T&sidermie, meaning thatJohannLinde
and his mother, Sandrahave been exporting the bones of big cats to Southeast Asia

since at least 2009 Ourresearch shows thatthey continue to do so.

Our investigatons, as well as information gathered from PAIA responseslearly
OEl x OEAO 1T £Z£#EAEAI 1T U 111U A OiAIlT 101 AAO T £
bones; that these exporters know each other; and that at times they deal with the same
importing entit ies. Fom 2015+2017 there has been an exclusive monopoly on this
trade, because there appear to be only 5 key exporters, with a sixth being a smaller
player.’8 All of them reside in Gauteng province except fafoham and Sandralinde

who arein the Free Stée province.

The South African bone exporters have other business interests as well. In one
case two exporters use addresses that do not correspond with businesses operating at
those premises. He also owns, or owned a company, called Spikes Computerschving
listed as being located at Voortrekker Road, Krugersdorp. This is the same address this
is sometimes listed for Amabula Thatching which is owned by another predator bone
trader, Herman de Jager. A visit to Voortrekker Road shows that four companiescopy
this address- Smoke Braai Supplies; Cupcake Connexion; Bidvest Car Rental and
OEEI EOI 60 4EAE - AOOACAS

76 QuestionNW2564 to the Minister of Environmental Affairs, 19 September 2017.

77Vivienne L. Williams Andrew J. Loveridge, David J. Newton, David W. MacdonAldoaring trade? The legal trade in
Panthera ledbones from Africa to EasiSoutheast AsiaPLOS ONFp.12, 24 October 17.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0185996 .

78 JDT Exports/Johan Du Toit, Farm 154, Hartebeesfontein, Hekpoort, Gauteng (74 skeletons exported 2021 6).
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Our research shows that these traders export exclusively toab PDR, Vietnam
and Thailand Asthey often send skeletons/bones to the same importingddresses it
means theyare part of a shared network,and in some instances linked to illegal

networks.
The key questions that need answers are:

1 What mechanisms and linkages do the South African bone traders and exporters
use to get in touch with the lone importers in Lao PDR, Vietnam and Thailand?

1 What local networks (supply and financial) are the South African exporters part
of?

1 Do the South African bone exporters operate or front on behalf of other entities?

Information obtained through PAIA public social networksand additional research

disclose the following about the South African exporters:

1 Hermanus FredericlDe JagerTarlton or Voortrekker Road, Krugersdorp,
GautengThe address invVoortrekker Rd in Krugersdorp is also the supposed
address d a company called Spikes Computers run by anothbig cat
skeleton/bone trader: Andries VAN TONDER{owever, Amabula Thatchers is
not located at this address, instea® EET EOI 6§ 0 4EAE - AOOACA EOS8

Herman De Jager
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Stephanus Johannes Alber8oornpoort, Pretoria, Gauteng.

Sandra Linde Taksidermidn 2017, Joham Linde was by far the largest exporters
of big cat bones from South Africa to Southeast Asia (specifically Vietham) and is
one of the first entities on record to legally export lion bones.
Address:Eensgevonden Farmiree StateTel: 058913 2918. Company

registration number: 2008-074810-23cc. Although the business is called Sandra

s A s -

Linde Taksidermie, in fact it is only registered it T EAT 1T |, ET AA3O 1 Al A8

= -27.522472,28.882610

a
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-27.522472, 28.882610
A ® a < L ,
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Johan Linde
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1 Gavin Clifton OberholzgClifton Trading).Bredell, Kempton Park, Gauteng. Some
of the skeletons exported by Oberholzer are processed at Burns Taxidermy
(Gerhard Riekert- see no.7. below).

1 AndriesVan TonderKrugersdorp, Gauteng. GDARD issuediWaonder a Standing
Permit (no.20586) on 10 October 2017 (valid for three years) to possess, keep,
convey, sell, buy, donate, access, transport and process lion bones/entire

carcasses (with or without skulls).

et

Andries Van Tonder and his wife Naracho Damrongkul

Accordingto6 AT 4 T FadeBoOKpage, he is the owner of Spikes Computers.
The address ofSpikes Computerss 278 Vootrekker Road, Krugersdorp, whichs the

same address thabone trader, Herman De Jagegives ashis business address. Our on
site investigations show that neither of these businesses is located at the addresses
provided on the CITES permits.

What is at 278 VoW OOAEEAO 3 O00AAO E OAndrieskdanE O1 6 O 4 EAE
4171 AAOB8 O NarBcAdh DamioAekulis a Facebook friend of Phikul Khejornsit
+Ai D OEA T xTAO T &£ OEEI EOI 60 4EAE - AOOACA8 . A
recipients of lion bones from Andries Van Tonder (her husband) in 2014 in LAO RD
namely,Development Agriculture and Industry, Paksane District, Bolikhamxay, Lao
PDR. This address is also in the same District linked to named wild animals traffickers
Xasavanglrading and Vannaseng Trading Company. Thémmeaddress was also used
byoOEAO O1 EI 168 Al HothmadrORigkekt@r@ e Jaged (With different
O&FO0T 1 606 OAAEDPEAT OOh IShArkekbngdareer EOADIT T $1 1T UT OA
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1 Gerhard Riekert, owner of Burns Taxidemy. Exported 3 skeletons in 2014.

Derdepoort, Pretoria, Gauteng. The same address on the CITES export permits

was used as the adikss for Sebastian Rothmann.

Basjan Rothmann
Photos @ ’ o

@ Sh
00«

.
lg} Bérbel Reichentrog h

See Translation - 48w

@ Basjan Rothma

Source

Pagebl| 121


https://www.facebook.com/gerhard.riekert.12
http://www.burnstaxidermy.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/basjan.rothmann
https://www.facebook.com/BishopVickBeck
https://www.facebook.com/BishopVickBeck

THE EXTINCTION BUSINESE Foundation & Ban Animal Trading

1 Images Of Africa Taxidermisi{¥evin Cooper)

Protea Ridge, Krugersdorp. Exported 2 skeletons in 2014.

According to the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairsn 2011, Rothmannwas

OOAAET ¢ ET OIEI T8 OEAI R®i2009)RokhimanAQddrésE 1 AA A0 1
given as 17 Howitzer Laan, Ifafi, Hartebeespoort) paid ZAR50 to get a permit to buy 53

lion carcasses from the following places: BB. Joubert Uitspan leeus Mareetsane, North

West (5); A K. Reinaiker, Broekskuurfarm, Tosca North West (19); J Taljaard,

Madiakgama Farm T lakgameng North West (11); DiDeon Engelbrecht, Leeuwbosch

Game Lodge, 52 Stella Street, Stella, Olifantshoek North West (48).

1 JDT XPORTS/Johabu Toit, Hartebeesfontein, Hekpoort, Gauteng. Exported 74
skeletons in 2015:2016.

ﬁ Karin Du Toit
& Profile pictures - 26 September 2017 - Facebook for

79 Question no. 1734 internal queson paper no. 18 nw1959e, 24 June 2011with reference to her replies to question

ppot i1 pp !POEI ¢mpp AT A poto 11T pn *O1TA ¢mpph A O AAARAE A
in 2009 and 2010, what is the name of the (a) exporter and Jtend recipient receiving the goods? B
so#1 PEAO 1T &£ All OEA 1T OECET A1 AT AOI AT OO AAT AA MmEI OT A 11 &l OA

https://www.forensicsforjustice .org/portfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/ Annex. A.
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Basjan Rothmann Johan du Toit
+ 27 83761 9602 +27 79 255 8691
. +27 83 982 7729

Posbus 16 g johandutoit@live.co.za
Hekpoort
1790

Source:Annex F:https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/p ortfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/

The business carcdaboveshows that JDT Exports/Johamu Toit and Sebastian
Rothmann were linked- T OAT OAO $ 0O 41 fedidudsumamdbas + AOE 1

~ s oA s~

O\

)
Rothmann.The2010& 1T OAT OEAO &£ O * OOOEAAT O Afhrhand 6 3 O1 1

(and Engelbrecht) to Xasavan8t Moreover, according toGuardianinvestigative
journalist Nick Davies,Sebastian Rothmann and Johannes Du Téiéquently visited the
offices of BoonchaBachand his brother in Nakhon Phanom, northeast Thailand in
201682%$ O 4 Fdeab@oOpage shows that he was also in Nakhon Phanom in 2014 and
that he spends months at a time in Thailand and Laos. He was in Vientiane on 1
September 2017 and Paksan in October 2017 as well as 19 October 2014. Paksan is
where anumberoE OE A OlarE éxpodtedol T A O

$0 41 EOB O &phokideddvitleEce Mah Ig2As linked tovixay Keosavang

in some way. His Facebook friends include: Randy Westraadkhaek Soumeexay

Soumeexay is alséacebook friends with wildlife trafficker bossVixay Keosavang
+ AT OA O AT Noiy®@aphuksamhgJohan Du Toit and Andries Van Tonder (South

African bone dealer) and Narachon Damrongkul (the wife of AnérVan Tonder). Vixay

+ AT OAOGAT ¢ch *T EAT $ O Katin dfe@acdbbok frighds withBdibkd O x E £A

Phaimany(Den), a big cat bone importer. Du Toit and Keosavang are also both
Facebook friends withSutthichia Jangjumrus Jangjumrus is also Facebook friends with
$ 0 41 E @@rig) Khadk &hinixay, Den Phaiany and Seree Kongsaree (see

Dewelopment Agriculture Industry).

81 https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/ AnnexC and Annex.
82 Email correspondence with NickDavies, 05 June 2018.
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100005102118275&lst=100004271710958%3A100005102118275%3A1528447705.
https://www.facebook.com/khek.soumeexay?lst=100004271710958%3A100009395450286%3A1528471140
https://www.facebook.com/vixay.keosavang.5
https://www.facebook.com/nong.paphutsalang
https://www.facebook.com/denphaimany?lst=100004271710958%3A100002085416937%3A1528560377
https://www.facebook.com/denphaimany?lst=100004271710958%3A100002085416937%3A1528560377
https://www.facebook.com/sutthichai.jangjumrus.5
https://www.facebook.com/karin.toit.7
https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio-posts/rhino-poaching/

THE EXTINCTION BUSINESA Foundation & Ban Animal Trading

Du Toit now lives in Mkuze in the KwaZuleNatal province. We have written

AT 1T EFEOI AGETT £EOT 1T OEA %U AdvenA iegistered predafoE | A1 E £A
ATTA OOAAAOOG6 EHCoQdED\ Tait be a b@n® thrakdtal middl@man) for
the South African dealers2 EA 1 ET E AAOxAAT |, Ai $mdki O1 EI 1 6

Phaimany andJohn Du Toit also linkiim to Keosavangltalso links3 T OOE | £ZOEAAI
bone trader SJ (Stefan)Albertsti $O0 471 EO8 $0O0 4T EO AT A 271 OEI A
infamous traffickers the Bach Brothers, including visits to their offices in Thailand in

cnipoh AT O 1T ETEO 31 OO0H (Stef@) Eldedsitott@Baeh 1 8 AT 1T A

brothers (see shipment by Albets to Limited Partnership Boonchai.

Somok Phaimany (@d en CfC) ... Keosavang (@vixaykeosavang) - Tar Osm
i ( @tar_osm) - anu yuwz8y (@thumphain)

Instagram videos & phOtOS ' .. Tia Xayalinthong (@tiaxayalinthong) -
Imgtaram Johan Du Toit (@johan.lionsdutoit ...

imgtaram.com » den_cfc

IMAGES VIEW ALL

.. (@keoviseth4477)
Touktik Keoviseth (@
touktikkeoviseth) - Tia
Xayalinthong (@
tiaxayalinthong) - Johan
Du Toit (@johan. lionsdutoit) ...

Johan Du Toit
September 1, 2017 - Vientiane, Laos - ©

83 Email received from EKZN WildlifeAndrew Muir, Senior Legal Advisor dated 13 March 2018.
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n Johan Du Toit x \
C | @ Secure | https:;//www.facebook.com/p
n Johan Du Toit Q Home Find Friends
Check-Ins

Places Cities Recent

Chongqing, Hefei

Taipd

¢ Macao  Hoflg
G b i o'Hanm Kong
C i o .

GOD DOESN'T GIVE i Bangkok®

THE HARDEST BATTLES HoGhi®
TO HIS TOUGHEST Surat” | Minh
SOLDIERS, HE CREATES Thani
THE TOUGHEST h
aTHs|)) e Singapore -
Mkuze, KwaZulu-Natal Nong Khai Paksane, Bolikhamxai, Laos Rattana's Smile Dee
Visited on May 31, 2018 Visited on October 17, 2017 Visited on October 4, 2017 Visited on September 24, 2017

Photos

1 In 2014 three skeletons with skulls were exported to the USA as hunting

trophies. The importer was SiuMing HONG, Midlothian Virginia.

4EA AAOAEI O 1T £ OEA 'ekp&tordWag codiitméd i adwritlerh T A OOAA A

response from GDARD in May 2018, see below. It includes Casper Jan Hendrik Van Wyk
who, according to GDARDRlthough registered in 2016, has not asyet exported.

Number Name of lion bone traders Province
1. Gavin Clifon Oberholzer Gauteng
2. Hermanus Frederick de Gauteng
Jager
3. Andries van Tonder Gauteng
4, Casper Jan Hendrik van Wyk Gauteng
5. S.J. Alberts Gauteng
6. J.H. du Toit Gauteng

Pageb5| 121



Part One South African big cat skeleton traders 2014 - 2017

Not Just a by-product of the trophy hunting industry

91 % of the skeletons exported in 2017 had skulls present.
In South Africa Big Cats are being killed specifically for their bones.

Total number of skeletons exported 2014 - 2017

Traders and Number of Skeletons

Van Tonder 2014 — 2017

mon De Jager 2014 - 2017

1 Oberholtzer 2014 — 2017

Johannes Alberts 2014 — 2017

drik Du Toit 2015 & 2016
{ Rietkerk (Burns Taxidermy) 2014

BAN 2
AMIRAALI TDADIMN ‘%EMS
MITITIAM 1AV nTw F(]UNDATION

Compassio
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The confirmed declared 294584 skeletons exported from 2014 to 20175 (which BAT

THE EXTINCTION BUSINESE Foundation & Ban Animal Trading

and the EMS Foundation are aware of and can account for) were exported as follows:

TRADER
Andries VAN TONDER
Herman DE JAGER

Gavin Clifton OBERHOLTZERlifton Trading)

Sandra LINDET aksidermie

Stephanus Johannes ALBERTS

Johannes Hendrik DU TOIT

Gerhard RIEKERT (Burns Taxidermy)

Sebastian ROTHMANN

Kevin COOPER (Imags of Africa Taxidermists)

NUMBER OF SKELTONS
791 (2015 7 2016)
690 (2014 7 2017)

591 (2014 7 2017)

424 (2017)
350 (2014 7 2017)

74 (2015 and 2016)

20 (2014)
3 (2014)

2 (2014)

A breakdown of where each trader sent the skeletons and the quantities declared is as

follows:
TRADER COUNTRY | IMPORTER AS PER SKELETONS | YEARS
CITES PERMIT
VAN TONDER, Andries Vietnam 484 2015-
2017
Lao PDR Vinasakhone 128 2016
Vietnam Bao Huy Import Export 101 2015
Trading
Lao PDR Empt-Import - Export 48 2015
Lao LTD
Lao PDR 25 2014
Thailand Lisa Lion Import Export 5 2015
DE JAGER, Hermanus F Lao PDR 408 2016,
2017
Lao PDR SVT Trading 112 2015,
Vietnam 49 2016

S L DSV ES

841t is likely that this numberisconsA AOAAT U EECEAO CEOAIT

skeleton quantities.

OEA AOGEAAT AA

I £ EI1AC

85 Based on information gathered by BAT and the EMS Foundation. Note that totals per year are based on the exports

of permits issued in that year.
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Vinh Phuz CMT Joint

Stock Company

RIEKERT, Gerhard
(Burns Taxidermy)
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UNLEASHING HELL: THE RISE OF LION BONE
SLAUGHTERHOUSES, FACTORY FARMING AND THE
MASS KILLIN®G- LIONS

On the April 25t 2018, a whistleblower, Armand Gerber, a manager @@ OAA A OT 08 O

Pride (a captive predator business located in Hartbeespoort in the North West
province), told members of the animal protection community and the media about the

existence of a lion slaughterhouse in the Free State provinestablished for the sole

purpose of killing lions for their skeletons to sell into the tiger/lion bone trade in

Southeast Asia.
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Elite Trofee & Aanteel \ W] ][_LDV EILING

VERWELKOM U BY
DIE WILDVEILING

Baie welkom by Choice Wildlife Group se veiling in Boshof — ons vertrou
dat jy die dag saam met ons sal geniet.

Die Vrystaat is die ideale habitat vir gesonde wildteling. Wildboere
het gevind dat die wild vanuit die Vrystaat besonder sterk en maklik
aanpasbaar is.

Choice Wildlife Group is in 2013 deur Randy Westraadt en André Steyn
gestig nadat hulle besef het van Suid-Afrika se voorste wildboere trap hul
drumpel deur om by hulle wild te koop. Hullewild is baie gesog vanwe#
die gehalte van die wild asook die diversiteit van die spesies en hul gene.

André en Randy boer reeds vir meer as tien jaar met wild op hul onderskeie
plase in die Vrystaat. André het meer gefokus op wildteling op die Wag-
*n-Bietjie Privaat Natuurreservaat en Randy het op die jagmark gefokus.
Randy is aan die stuur van die suksesvolle Choice Africa Safaris op die
Choice Ranches.

Hulle boer gesamentlik op ongeveer 7 200 ha wildgrond. Sowat 3 600 hais
tussen Brandfort en Bloemfontein geles en die meeste van die wildteling
vind hier plaas. Die ander 3 700 ha is tussen Boshof en Kimberley aan
die Vrystaat-kant gele& en hier word op jag gefokus. Randy en André glo
albei dat daar in die totale wildbedryf belé moet word en daarom speel
die jagaspek ook 'n baie groot rol in die groep se bestuursplan.

Hulle pas top-gehalte genetika in teeldiere toe om sodoende oor die
langtermyn goeie tropgesondheid te bereik. Hoewel gemiddelde
horinglengtes van die diere belangrik is, stel die groep meer belang om
die speenpersentasie en liggaamsbou van die troppe te verhoog.

Choice Wildlife Group beskou hulself as "n alles-in-een-besigheid. Hier
bedien hulle die beginner en ervare wildboer met gehaltediere en advies.
Die biltongjagter en beroepsjagter word ewe belangrik geag en hulle glo
dat eerlikheid, integriteit en gehalte die belangrikste is. Verskeie van hul
wild word op veilings en privaat bemark en meer as 100 jagters besoek
jaarliks die plase. Hier sal kopers die SUPERIOR DIVERSITY eerstehands
sien en ervaar.

WELCOMES YOU TO
THE GAME AUCTION

Welcome to Choice Wildlife Group's auction in Boshoff -we trust that you
will be enjeying our day.

The Free State is the ideal habitat for healthy wildlife production. Game
ranchers have found that game from the Free State is very strong and
easily adaptable.

Choice Wildlife Group was founded by Randy Westraadt and Andre Steyn
in 2013 after they realized leading ranchers from South Africa’s are all
the time on their threshold to shop for game. They game is very popular
because of the quality of the game, the diversity of species and their
genes.

André and Randy has been farming for more than ten years with wildlife
on their respective farms in the Free State. André focused more on wild
breeding on Wag-'n-Bietjie Nature Reserve and Randy focused on the
hunting market. Randy is looks after the successful Choice Africa Safaris
on the Choice Ranches.

They farm together about 7 300 ha wildlife land of which 2,600 hectares
located between Brandfort and Bloemfontein where you find most of the
game breeding farm. The other 3,700 hectares located between Boshoff
and Kimberley on the Free State side and here the focus is on hunting.
Randy and André both believe that you need to invest in the entire game
industry and therefore the hunting side also play a major role in the
group’s management plan.

They use top quality genetics in breeding animals to achieve the long-
term good herd health. Although average horn lengths of the animals
is important, the group focus more on increasing weaning percentages
and physique of the herds.

Choice Wildlife Group sees itself as an all-in-one business. Here they
serve the novice and experienced game farmer with quality animals
and advice. The biltong hunter and professional hunter are consi
equally important, and they believe that honesty, integrity and quality
are the most important values. They sell the game at game auctions and
to the private market. Annually more than 100 hunters visit the farms.
Here buyers will experience SUPERIOR DIVERSITY first-hand.

André Steyn

Randy is genomineer as een van die finaliste vir die WRSA Wildsboer van
die jaar 2017

vz 20
Bladsy 2 ” -—. ——ImEmee

The slaughterhouse is located on the farrd A C

Randy is nominated as a finalist for the WRSA Game farmer of the year
2017,

GWK

8 T inth& Aled Higirikt
outside of Bloemfontein and owned by Andre (Andreas Jacobus) Steyn (£7)Steyna
former SAPredator Associdabn council membe’ is also a ceowner of the Choice

Wildlife Group, along withRandy (RC) Wesaadt (owner-managerof Choice Africa

Safaris which ownsMontague Private Nature Reserve In 2017, Steyn was issued with
a CITESermit to export eight live lions to Bangladesh. This illustrates an association
between the live animal traders and the big cat bone traders. Westraadt wakso one of
the professional huntersinvolved in the rhino horn traff icking enterprise where CITES
trophy hunting permit loopholes were usedto export rhino horn for trade by
Vietnamese criminal syndicates liked to Chu Dang Khoa.

0O0OAAAOT 060 00EAAR x HEAbls) \Ea®DeEWedSsthu@énU
(also the ownerof Letsatsi la Africd, and Johan Willem Pio (the previous owner of Otavi
Lion Parkz now called Kimba Game Lodge) sell their lionstotie AC  O1
slaughterhouse. Gerber went public because he had formed an attachment with two of
the lions z Jabulaand Star, both of whomz along with twenty others - were sold by
00OAAAOQT O60 00OEAA EIT OfAprd Beld infsindll thangpadt Aalyds foi 1
three days and then killed. According to Reinet Meyer from the Bloemfontein SPGAe

was at7 A C Biétjie on April 24t when these two lions- and a number of others- were

86 Steyn isalso a director ofBlockpave
87 https://conservationaction.co.za/media -articles/two -sa-hunting-organisations-expelled-over-cannedlion-hunts/ .
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https://www.facebook.com/Choice-Wildlife-Group-1412323295731117/
https://www.facebook.com/Choice-Wildlife-Group-1412323295731117/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100011030055034&ref=br_rs
http://choicehunt.africa/p2/choice-africa/about-choice-africa-safaris.html
https://www.facebook.com/choiceafricasafaris/
https://www.facebook.com/choiceafricasafaris/
http://www.blockpave.co.za/
https://conservationaction.co.za/media-articles/two-sa-hunting-organisations-expelled-over-canned-lion-hunts/

killed right in front of her. The day she went to investigate twentysix lions were killed

and on another day that week twentyeight were killed inthe7 AC O1 " EAOEEA
slaughterhouse She said that weel0 lions were waiting there to be killed.Andre Steyn
breeds lions and has 264 lions on his far®f Lion farmers also told journalistMarietjie
Gericke in an article published orMay 9t 2018, that there are also more lion
slaughterhouses in the Free Stateg including one in the Winburg district- and that at

least 400lions have been killed in the Free State alighterhouses in the last yeaf?

Sandra Linde Taksidermie is currently, withouta doubt, the largest big cat
skeleton trader, ard is based in the Free StateTherefore, it seems compelling that the
lions killed in the slaughterhouses in the Free State are being killed fanternational big
cat skeleton exports bySandra Linde Taksidermie And as far as we are aware she is
also theonly international bone exporter in the Free State. When detwerk 24
journalist spoke to Joham Linde, who is also works with her in the taxidermy business,
he blatantly lied and denied that they were involved in the lion bone export business.

Linde saidthey only clean the lion bones. And when asked if it was true that he handled

all 400 lions in the lastyear hesaidd. AAh xAAO EIT T O EU AEOe %WE E,
)

TEA86 .1 h xAOA AEA Ul O *Briadswered guastiops rémaik A O A
in relation to the lion slaughterhouses in the Free State: is there a bigger network of
people involved and who are they? Does Steyn work for Linde? Does Linde export

skeletons/bone on behalf of other parties®ho pays who and how much?

The crux of the matter is that despite the public outcry, the cruelty and brutality
involved and the links of the big cat bone trade to their demise in the wild and crime
syndicates and networksthe existence of these lion slaughterhouses is something the
South African government sanctions and approves through its permitting systerSteyn
had a permit from theFree StateDepartment of Economic Development, Tourism and
Environmental Affairs to kill lions. And it has only been temporarily withdrawn while
the department investigates his other permitrelated infringements, such as moving the
ITETTO A£OT 1T 00AAGDT OmGtEdit@ Bkt panhit. It is therefore

likely that they will n ot investigate the actual practiceAccording to spokespersonfesty

Nyamate,O$ %3 4 %! AAT AT T £ZEOI OEAO PAOI EOO xAOA EC

88 Die Burger, 7 May 2018
89 Beeld, 9 May 2018
20 https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/n __og-leeuslagplasein-vs-lewer-bene-vir -ooste-20180508.
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AO OEA ZEAOI 7Ac O1 " EAOB&He AEAMaAICHES id 201740 AAAE OE

allow a quota oflions to be slaughtered per annum, and products to be expore8 6

Jabulaz who waited inthis small cage for days before being killed for his banes
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Disingenuously, but unsurprisingly, the spokesperson for th®epartment of
Environmental Affairs,! 1 AE - 1T AEOAR OAEA Obrdliondwds dot x AT £A O
their concern as it fellunder the mandate of the Department of Agriculture and
& E O E R10mEeMimster of Environmental Affairs and her Department, are solely to
blame for the existence of, and rise in, lion bone slaughterhouses. Indeed, their policy
serves to guarantee themWe would argue thatt is not only the owners of these
slaughterhouses, or the people who have instructed these owners to kill lions for their
bones, that need to be charged under the Animal Protection Act, it is the Minister
herself, particularly sincethe DEA, because it runs the lion bone quota process is fully
aware that most of the skeletons being exportedd1%) include skulls and therefore

they are killed specifically for their bones.

91 L ouzel Lombard Steyn. How our Lions are Cruelly SlaughteredVith government consent. May 2018.
http://conservationaction.co.za/media -articles/opinion -how-our-lions-are-cruelly-slaughteredwith -government-
consent/.
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31 OOE ! ZFOEAAB8O Al 1 OAOOAOQET T AhbdEHHOEOEAO E
transportation, captivity, exportation and killing of nonhuman animals but they
currently ignore the Animals Protection Act because they argue that their existing
environmental legislation does not include animal welfare issues. Althougihe DEA
promised to address the issue almost a decade ago, to date they are still dragging their
feet. Notwithstanding this,the DEA and the provincial conservation agencies cannot be
immune from compliance with existing legislation such as the Animals ProtectiAct,
and if they are issuing permits that endorse and facilitate cruelty and suffering they

need to be held to account.

GOING ASTRAY: CITES SUPPORT FOR DODGY
DESTINATIONS

South Africaexports big at skeletons and bones exclusively to Lao PDR, Vietham

AT A 4EAEI ATA8 )O EO |1 £ OAOET 60 Ai1T AAOT OEAO

countries listed by global conservation and law enforcement agencies as having weak

law enforcement ard high levels of corruption and therefore key conduits for the

massive illegal trade in wild animalsThe Wildlife Crime Scorecard Report by the World

Wildlife Fund identified China, Thailand, and Vietnam as the primary destination

countries in Asia for ilegal wildlife.92 While, according to researcher Adam Cruise5outh

Africa (along with Mozambique), Vietham and Lao PDRave become a nexus of an

international criminal network that rivals drugs, arms and human trafficking in both

scale and profitability d A &e doing little to combat the criminal networks involved in

OEA Al TTA T £ xEI Al B3A DOl AGAOO 1060 1T &£ ! AOEAA
4 0AT OPAOAT AU )1 OAOT AGET T AI 60 ¢mppks #1 O0O0DC

180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of public ector corruption

according to experts and business uses a scale of 0 to 100, where 0 is highly corrupt and

100 is very cleanSouth Africa: 43 (ranked 71 out of 180 countries); Thailand: 37

92 \WWF 2010.
93 https://www.traveller24.com/Explore/Green/wildlife _ -trafficking -the-sordid-southern-african-south-eastasian
connection20170116.
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(ranked 97 out of 180 countries); Vietnam: 35 (ranked 107 out of 80 countries); and
Lao PDR: 29; (ranked 135 out of 180 countriespccording to theUnited Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime, arruption Gs a major facilitator of all types of transnational
organized crime. However, compared with other crime types, wildie crime represents
an opportunity with much lower risk and higher rewards for criminals. The very high
profits also enable traffickers to bribe lowpaid public officials to reduce their risks even

more.®4

These high levels of corruption, inadequate enfa@ement, fragmentation and
party political agendas craft and support a prewild animal trade position. It also means
that there is a lack of political will to disrupt the tradez both legal and illegal- in most
source and consumer countries. Crucially, @hin practice, it also means that
transnational criminal networks are being incentivised and fostered by these
governments.The CITES permit system idesigned to facilitate trade of wild animals,
and their parts, across international bordersGiven this,and all the regulatory and
enforcement loopholes inherent in the permitting system, as well as gaping local
inefficiencies in the supply and demand countries, it is obvious that criminal networks

will also exploit the permitting system to their advantage.

Our analysis of the CITES permits fdyig cat skeletons and bonesevealsthat
although the official CITES export permits contain a name and address of the supposed
exporter and a name and address of the supposed importer many of the destination
addresse® 6 AT A AAAOAOOAO AT OIT A 110 AA OAOEOEAAOQI
profile and in some cases may be linked to illegal activities. Moreover, there are no
telephone numbers or identification or passport numbers on the permits which makes
it even harder to authenticate or validate. This makes verification untenable, as one
cannotAT AT UOA xEAOEAOh ET OAOI O T &£ #)4%w3 A@bl OC
when the stated address on the permit is problematic or is not in fact the final

destination, butinstead that ofa middleman

Given our findings, which clearly show that there is, at the very least, uncertainty

in terms of the destinations/addresses of the CITES export permits, the responses to

94 Criminal Justice Response to Wildlife Crime in Thailand: A Rapid Assessim United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime, June 2017.

https://www.unodc.org/documents/southeastasiaandpacific/Publications/2017/ Thai_Assessment 13 16 May 201

7.pdf.
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email questions fromLeon Létter, Deputy Director, Directorate of Nature Conservation,

Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (GDAR®Pare confusing

and clearly showsignificant loopholes in the CITES export procedures:

Q:
A:

Does GDARD check on the address of the exporter for legiyitha

The address on the application form often is the address where the animals are
kept so when we do the inspection the address is verified.

If the wild animals or bones etc. are exported to an individual how does GDARD

check their credentials ad/or suitability of the destination etc.?

We check the destination as far as is possible through Google searches.
Sometimes we ask DEA to contact the management authority to verify the
destination and give their support. Often the application is accompeged by an
import permit from the country of destination in which case we accept the

permit of the destination country. We sometimes ask DEA to verify the permit
with the destination country. For example for CITES | the destination country has
to issue theimport permit first. We will not issue an export if the destination

country has not issued an import permit first for CITES | listed animals.

To adequately monitor the contentious wildlife trade in order to inform policy and

enforcement, access to upo-date, accurate and comprehensive data is crucial. Through

its CITES Trade Database, CITES is failing essential democratic principles to which most

governments subscribe, i.e. accountability, transparency and access to information. The

Database is hugely ppblematic because it is incomplete, vague and the information is

not-up-to-date. Our investigations have shown that it is vital that, at the very least, the

Trade Database must provide detailed information, which needs to include:

1. Permit application requeds (so that civil society can object if necessary)

2. All the information on the permit z and more: detailed information on the sender

and receiver (including contact details, registration details, valid address);
complete details of the intermediatory (if there is one); conservation
justification; detailed and accurate species information: type, number, age, sex,

microchip number.

95 Sent on December 16 2017.

Page66| 121



3. We must know that the information above has been properly verified on both the
import and export side. We must know where the amnals and their body parts
come from and where they are going. Not only do the addresses need to be

verified by the countries officials but they also need to physically check on them.

The decision by the Department of Environmental Affairs to issue CITE®rmmits for the

Agbpi OOAQGETT 1T £ OI ET 1 8 firdk havidg@ndérakén a8 AT AOT T O xE
indisputable and conclusive research into the negative impacts of the industry, or

providing scientific evidence of the trade in lion bones to conservation is e@xplicable

and cannot be condoned. To aggravate matters, this decision is promoting wild animals
OOAEEAEAEEI C AO OEA DPOEI AOU AAOOET AGET 1T AT O1C
South Africa have extremely poor wildlife protection reputations and in sme cases,

even promote illegal wild animal trade through neglect, inefficiency and/or corruption.

Moreover, the inherent problems with the CITES permit process and the permits

themselves lierally means that most of the big at skeletons from South Africaare going

into a black hole, one that is not reducing demand for tigers but increasing and driving

demand for tigers. It is extremely likely that the availability of South Africa®1 ET 18 AT 1T A
is flooding the market, thereby increasing and sustaining the demand and desirability of

tiger bone, particularly because it is often marketed as tiger bone and consumers then

believe that supply is not a problem.

Individuals, and some companies operating in these countries to whom South
AfiAA EO OAT AET ¢ OIETIT6 OEAI AOTTO AT A AT 1AON
many of the rhino horns taken from animals killed by South African/Southeast Asian
syndicates. They are also linked to the illegal trade in tigers. Ankuri Majumdar, a
POl COAT T A T £A£EAAO A£OT I OEA &Ohdse Ardibate& T OT AAOE
have tentacles all over Africa and Southeast Asia. They are responsible for the slaughter
of thousands of endangered animals including rhinos and elephants. And let's not det

rangers in Africa who have died, killed by poachers financed by [themP®

The Chumlong Lemtongthai (Xasavang and Bach syndicates) rhino poaching and

fraud trial (2012) confirmed that the South African CITES authorities were issuing

96 http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/pets/sns -bc-as-thailand-wildlife -smuggling20180120-story.html.
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CITES export permiis without checking (much less scrutinizing) the destinations,

addressees, destination addresses or the senders. In addition, some of the Viethamese

hunters were killing more than one rhino each despite the fact that South Africa was

supposedly limiting each hunter to just one rhino kill per year. This, despite the fact

that, between 2009 and 2011 hundreds of CITES permits were issued for the killing

(hunting) of rhinos (200 by the North West province alone) and the export of their

horns to Southeast Asial © &1 OAT OEA ET OAOOECAOI Oh 0AOI 1/ 6
O7EOQOEI 66 A Ai OAO OEA PAOIEO 1T £#£ZEAA ET .1 OO0E
3T TATTA 1060060 EAOCA BET OCEIOR ©O8AMS SouticAfrednC 11 E
permitting authorities had been doing proper due diligence in the issuing of these

permits and properly checking the credentials of the permit applicantg loud alarm

bells would have been ringing.

There is no doubt that Lemtongthai and his cohorts are criminals and that they
used the CITES export permits to legally ship rhino horn internationally for commercial
purposes/trade (it is supposedly illegal to trade internationally in rhino horn).
However, what needs to be interrogated further is that the CITES permit systeprthen
and now - has so many inherent flaws and loopholes which effortlessly aid wildlife
traffickers and also allows live wild animals to be sent to dubious dealers and

middlemen.

In the Lemtongthai case, it is not just that the CITES permits were supposedly
OARG® AAAAOOA OEA 371 OOE ! AOEAAT #)4%3 AOOET
fact the rhino horns were being sold off for profit. The real issue is that the South
African government is not doingthe required due diligence when issuing export permits
for wild animals and their body parts. We would argue that they need to be much more
proactive, thorough and conscientiousand cannot merely implement the lowest
common denominator, i.e. the highly flawed and detrimental CITES procedures. One of
the obviousproblems with merely following the bare bones of the CITES permitting
system, as the Lemtongthai case has shown, is that the government authorities use the

CITES permitting system to hide behind, do the bare minimum, and to avoid sanction.

Had the South Arican authorities, both provincial and national, been more

attentive that would have connected the obvious dots, particularly in relation to the

97 https://rhinofriendlyriders.wordpress.com/2011/11/09/rhino __ -files-iii -carte-blanche-documentary/.
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destinations and names provided on the CITES permit application. For example, a

Vietnamese wildlife trafficker, Nguyen van Hai, appeared in the Hatfield court in April

¢cnnw AEOAO OEA Pi 1 EAA OAEAAA xEAO OEA DPOAOGO
upmarket suburb in Pretoria. The Viethamese Embassy is also located in Brooklyn.

ol 1 EAA £ O1 AA OOERTII6 ERAITOTIAGOMITT 1T OAO OEA ET OO0A
containers and bags. They also confiscated foreign currency of about ZAR1million. At

the time this story was reported nationally in the media. Alarmingly, a year later the

South African CITES authaty in the North West province issued Van Hai with a CITES

permit (No. 17115, dated 07 July 2010) to hunt rhind8 According toDouglas Hendrie,

Director of Enforcement and Investigations at Education for Natur&/ietnam, Van Hai is

currently a major wildli fe trafficker in Vietnam.

An official list/register of rhino hunts/hunters provided by the North West
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Environment to the Democratic Alliance in
cmpch OEI xO 6AT (AEBO T Al A Aldifdgiduadifked i OEAO
Of #EO Malc +ETAT$+# 40AAET CT6iI E ,1TACA jET C
Xasavang Network®® Indeed, this list itself seems to point to a likely link, connection
AT A 1T OAOI Ab AAOxAAT #EO Mal ¢ +ETAT$+# 40AAEI
Xasavang/Keosavang. It also links the rhino horn syndicates to the big cat bone trade.
AAAEOET T h AAAT OAET ¢ O iquAderfingsthdvh beénEnfolvetianl C  + E T
lion bone trade, shipping it legally directly into Vietham.

When examining some ofhie actual CITES permit&° many of them had
different addresseeshut the same address in Lao PDR, i.e. Ban Anousonxay, Paksan
District, Bolikhamxai Province. This is the address given for Vannaseng Trading
Companyi0l a very controversial importer of big catbones from South Africa. One of the
addressees to this address was Vixay Keosavang, theradrgating a possible link
between Keosavang to the Vannaseng Trading Company. In addition, there are other big

cat bone traders close by in this areayamely, SomokPhaimany (House 037, Paksan

98 We cannot find any court records linked to the Van Hai arrest. However it may be that he was merely told to leave
the country. Even if there was a court judgement, in the main the trend is to fine (instead of jail sentence) and then
send out of the country irstead of sending to jail.

99 Carnie, Tony, Bogus Rhino HuntersVildside p. 27, Autumn, 2012.

100 https://www.forensicsforjustice.org/portfolio -posts/rhino -poaching/.

101 | a0 yellow pageshttp://www.laoyp.com/loc.php .
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District) and Development Agriculture and Industry (House no.210, 43 Paksane
District).
#EO Mal ¢ MidadellChu, dviedthy Vietnamese businessman fragh
An,used CITES trophy hunting permit loopholes to export rhino ¢rn for trade. In this
AT 1 OAoOh EA xliardd ZEADPOEZROBELT Al 6 ChiiiadA O A£OT |
(Chris) Van Wyk Chu was arrested in Limpopo in 2011, found guiltyffined R40,000 and

deported for illegally being in possession of fivehino horns.102 Despite this, his
activities (and those of his associates) have been allowed to continue and grow without
interference from South African law enforcementigenciesand with the continued
endorsementof national and provincial CITES management authorities.

In2005,# EO Mal ¢ +ET A AOOAAI EOEAA BKCAT I PAT U E
Trading (registration number B2005/185716/23), it was named after himself and he is
the sole member. Its business descriptok © OOOAAA AT A ET OAOOI AT O E
AT 11T AEGEAGO68 )O 1T Au AA AT ET AEAAT AA OEAO c¢mm
Lemthongthai came to South Africa becausagcording toThe Guardiadi Ax OPADAOh OE.
was having trouble supplying his customers from the dwindlingsources of wildlife in
South East Asia, and he decided to move to the biggest potential source in the world,
31 OOE w3mAOCETAadig) ds still in business and has lodged regular annual returns.
The accountant for DKC is Louis Munro in Port Elizabeth. éarding to Rademeyer, DKC
operates asDKC Outdoor Furniture DKC Outdoor Furniture is not listed in the South
African White Pages and the number listed on the websited21 552 8101 z according

to Truecaller is for Richard JonesThe website doesot give a physical addres$%4

however according to theirEacebook pagehe address is Unit 4, 3 Drill Avenue,

Montague Gardens, CapEown.

102 https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm -fox/2016 -07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter/ . B
103TEA #OEIT A &AT ET U AO OEA #A1 O0AThd GRardia®F6 Sép@mber] 2816 A1 4 OAEAEAEE
104 See http://www.easyinfo.co.za/htm/custom/dkcoutdo or/contacts.htm.
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L8

In 2010 and 2011 DKC Tradingpought two farms (Rhenosterspruit and
Syferfontein) in the Klerksdorp area of the North West province, (close to rhino farmer
*TET (Oi AdOh " O&EEATT $OAAI 2AT Aledarehindng OEAOA
and breeding farm called Voi Game Lodgélererhinos, lions and tigers (and a number

of other animals) are breed and hunted.

Stilfonteir

Klerksdorp! OFf. A% -.

- »
ag.

Buffel

\ \
' 2 '
VoilGame Lodge(0) : > | .,
- . A'
Orkney: (
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Voi Game Lodge
wildiife Park

* ® a <
SAVE NEARBY SEND TO YOUR SHARE
PHONE

Q@  Klerksdorp
@  Claim this business
™ Addalabel

SUGGEST AN EDIT
Add missing information

. Addphone number

Coordinates.

Allegations have been made that bones obtained from captive tigers from Voi
Game Lodge have been fraudulently expted as lion bonest® As far back as 2015, the
Traffic/Wildcru Report, Bones of ContentioA A1 1 AA &£ O AT ET OAOOECAOE
Vietnamesel x1T AA OECAO EAAEI EOU ET .1 O00E 7A006h A
081 EOOI A EO ETT x1 Abkihgz@ndudtedfbn tAiski€ K Tiges AOE OE OE A
being bred on this facility for international trade in their parts and derivatives, then this
would be in contravention of CITEResolution Conf.12.10Rev. CoP15) for the
O2ACEOOOAQEIT T 1 £ ApmeAd® Aadiiddl $perieOrEcAptivityXad A A A
AT T T AOAEAT DOODI -Geisieiel statud) And OITEBERIGN 18.69vhich
statesthatO0 AOOEAO xEOE ET OAT OEOA 1 PAOAOGEIT 1 O AOAA
shall implement measures to restrict thecaptive population to a level supportive only to
AT 1T OAOOGET ¢ xEI A OECAOON OECAOO OEIOIA 110 AA
(CITES, 2009). FurthermoreResolution Conf. 12.5 2 A08 # 1 ORagicgar@d 6@ A O O
Parties on whose territoriestigers and other Asian big cat species are bred in captivity
to ensure that adequate management practices and controls are in place to prevent

parts and derivatives from entering illegal trade from or through such facilitieé 8

054 EDDET C 01 ET 6d 40AT 61 AOGET T Al 1 OCAT E OApArtikédtightidninfol A OEA Ox Al
rhino horn trafficking in Southern Africa, J. Rademeyer, 2016, July, The Global Initiative Against Transnational

Organised Cnine andhttps://conservationaction.co.za/resources/reports/failure -prosecute-mixed-messagessouth-
africa-cansingle-handedly-lose-secondrhino-war/ .
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Although aimed primarily at Tiger range States, this Decision clearly also applies to
31 OOE wsEOEAA8O

According to Rademeyer, DKC Trading is closely linked to the Vingraif In
2015 DKC Trading was the key entity in sourcing and supplying South African wild
animalsi ET A1 OAET ¢ APPOIT GEI ACGATI U pnnn OEETT O6q OI
theme park zoo based orPhl Quodsland).198 Vinpearl has been accused afausing the
deaths of thousands of animals and purchasing animals of questionable and illegal
origin.199 Between September 2015 and February 2016,08th Africa issued CITES
export permits for 130 animals, including 20 tigers and 23 lios as well as monkeys,
baboons, servals, caracals, pythons, hyenas, zebra and reptiles, to be sent to Vinpearl
Safaris and/or Tourism Development10 The animals apparently flew via Emirates
Airline.

Source:http://bluevn.info/chu -dang-khoa-ty-phu-sung-te-giactrong-tam-ngam.html. Reproduction of picture taken
AU #EO Maéaédkwife kednAnh.O

#EO Mal c +ET A EO Al O AT 11 Adcbdokpadyi OEA 4E
(website: dkcpetro.vn). According to Vietnam Credit the details of this company are:
O AAOAOGOGY .18 ¢cuyuxh .ci $O0A +A 300AAOKh G6ETE 4

Vietnam. Registration Number: 2900471372. Tax Cod2900471372. Year Founded:
2001. Phone: (84238) 3563 507/ 3582 246. Email: dkcpetro@gmail.com

106 https://www.wildcru.org/wp _-content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf p.74.

w/TA T £ 6EAOT Al &0 1 AOCAOO Ai i PATE

108 https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp -content/uploads/2017/02/Global -Initiative -Tipping-Point-Part1-July-
2016.pdf.

109 https://tuoitrenews.vn/society/33403/cites -vietnam-authorities-say-rhinos-at-vinpearl-safari-of-legal-origin.
110 https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm -fox/2016 -07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter/.
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http://bluevn.info/chu-dang-khoa-ty-phu-sung-te-giac-trong-tam-ngam.html
https://www.wildcru.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Bones_of_contention.pdf
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Initiative-Tipping-Point-Part1-July-2016.pdf
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Initiative-Tipping-Point-Part1-July-2016.pdf
https://tuoitrenews.vn/society/33403/cites-vietnam-authorities-say-rhinos-at-vinpearl-safari-of-legal-origin
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Description: Founded in 2001 in Nghe An Province of Vietnam by the family's

i Al AAOO8) OO AEAOOAOAA AAPEOAI EO 1 AOCA xEOE
biggest shareholder, halling 88.16% of shares, keeping Chairwoman position. The rest

EO T xTAA AU -08 #EO $ATC +EI A jppslwheq AT A -
according to a Vietnamese publicatord EO $AT C +EI A0 EAT EI U 1T x10
wildlife parks in the Nghe Arh province and they have expanded their business in

Laos112

Tai Chu's Photos

g ox¢ P:T§°

oY Like 2> Share

$+# 31 OOE ! £AOEAA OAOTI OEAOOG68 &OiIi $ATGC +EATESO &AAAATI

111 https://viethamcredit.com.vn/products/company -report/thien -minh-duc-joint -stock-company 20395accessed

on 8 April 2018.
112 hitp://enternew_s.vn/dai-gia-kim-cuongchu-dang-khoa-giau-co-nao-100782.html.
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i a it Lo

Frikkie Jacobsposes witha dead lion Accessed, 12 February 2018

Asian criminals cannot succeed without the participatiorand facilitation of private

ranch owners,0 D O1 AA O OE 1, dnd\dutbtter& (B Sddth Bftica the private wildlife
industry certainly does not equate toconservation or wildlife protection. The North

West rhino hunting register/list also showed that Frikkie Jacobs from Shingalana Game
Breeders and Hunting Safaris, conducted at least 48 rhino huritetween June 2009 and
July 2011with the Vietnamesetraffic kers who used CITES trophy hunting permit

loopholes to export rhino horn for tradel13

Shingalana and Jacobs are still very much in business, as are haigshe South
African professional hunters, safai outfitters and landowners [for example Shingalana
Harry ClaassensRandyWestraadt, Brad Rolston Ashton Crafford Hartzview Hunting
Safaris Charl Watts Dr Gideon (Deon) Engelbrecht.eeuwbosch Game Lodgend

113 https://www.businesslive.co.za/fm/fm -fox/2016 -07-15-the-crooks-behind-rhino-slaughter.
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Savva Englezakisand taxidermists (Savuti Taxidermistsand Marakalalo Taxidermy),

which waslargely used by Marnus Steyl}14

These individuals and their companies were more than just complicit parties,
they played an instrumental role in the activities of these syndicates, and without their
participatio n the rhinos would not have been killed. Some of the North West officials
who provided these dodgy permit have been promoted to the national Department of
Environmental Affairs, for example, Oupa Chauke&hois now a Deputy Director
(Enforcement) atthe DEA.

Apart from Nguyen Van Hai, the names on the North West list included:
1 P (Punpitak) Chunchum (Xasavang Network)
1 T (Tool) Sriton (Xasavang Network)
1 Chumlong Lemtongthai (Xasavang Network)

1 Cuong Ho \&t. Linked to DKC.

© Friends - 33

-

Vietcuong Ho
) ©

Follow Message More

£ Went to truong thi
GO See others who study here e
5 Followed by 49 people Hung Mai Van Thanh Chu Ben Tran

ABOUT PHOTOS FRIENDS See All Friends >

1 Le Hoai Nam Linked to DKC and Voi. Currently lives in Pretoria.

114 Names included in theofficial list/register of rhino hunts/hunters provided by the North West Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Environment to the Democratic Alliance in 2012
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ﬁ“*i‘ Le Hoai Nam is at @ Voi Game
"% lodge.

2Sep2013at18:18 - Q & . Le Hoai Nam
Hunting game ’ 2Sep 2013 at20:52-Q

e B 07 () 2 comments
f Chu Duc Gui Lifalso known as Tai Chugl.)and AT C +EADA4 E j Al Ol ET1
COUAT MA]B& Qu BepEuHdp Ho Nguyenor Than Sau Thanh Hp
Both are linked to Voi Lodge, Chu Dang Khoa and DR@ding. They were

arrested in South Africa for rhino horn poaching and trafficking as part of an

operation that targeted organized crime groups in 2012.

ChuDuc GuiLitand COUAT  MA PHot€CretitESAPHI(frEn8Rademeyer, J. p.50)
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Rfi-lf ‘-"Qm Z 2. \ .l(

l\‘_. .\ > 5 7]
Chu Dang Khoa with David Thai, Tai Chu and one other. All wearing Voi shirts exept David Thai. Fbawid
AEAES O &AAAAOAE RAQAS8 4EA BI 0O OAUOg OAT OO AT A

O

»
o !

Chu Dang Khoa with Tai Chu.Vietnamese New Year, February 2018.
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Mai Van Hung(Hung Mai). Linked to Voi Lodge.
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https://www.facebook.com/hung.mai2

1 Nguyen Mau Chierfspelled Chin on the list). Linked to Voi Lodge/DKC.

Chienis a known leader of a wildlife trafficking ring which specializes in bringing

wild animals (and their body parts) from Africa. He wasarrested in Vietnam in

| POET ¢mpx8 ! AAT OAET ¢ O OEA %) '!'h EA EO C
network trafficking rhino horn, tigers, lion and other wildlife specimens,

recovering two frozen tiger cubs and one lion skinChien began his business in

wildlife trafficking trading fake tiger bones before establishing his own tiger

farm in Vietnam. With an arrest history in Tanzania, he is just one of several

6 EAOT ATl AOGA xEI Al EZAZA O OA/EdEERMS Ardleturec EOE | ET E
(Vietnam)OAU OEAO #EEAT 80 AAOEOEOEAO EAOA AAA
involving illegally trading and smuggling of wildlife since 2007, when he was

caught in Tanzania and fined for smuggling wildlife productsThey state that

O# EEAT &g ieenssiisfettedlof laundering tigers through his farm in

Thanh Hoa Province, and has been linked to a number of tiger seizures in recent
UAAOO8 / OAO OEA PAOO EAEOA UAAOOh #EEAT G
appeared to be expanding his operabn considerably, focusing mainly on rhino

ET OT h EOT OUh A H6in MawkH 2Q1i8,belpite th2 2017 FedaBGode

(which came into force since January 1, 2018) which increased maximum jail

(@]
O\

sentences for wildlife crime from seven years to 15 yeardlguyen Mau Chien
wasonly sentencedto 13 1 T OE EI POEOT 11 AT O &£ O EEO AAE

1 Thanh Chu He islinked to Voi Lodge and is a Facebook friend oNguyen Mau

Chien

15The Lionds Share. South Afr i carpartsandderivatives Eraimrenertah t e s d e ma n «
Investigation Agency, p.8 July 2017.
116 https://www.envietnam.org/index.php/news -blog/829 -alleged-rhino-horn-kingpin-arrested.
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https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96/friends?pnref=lhc
https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96/friends?pnref=lhc
https://eia-international.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Lions-Share-FINAL.pdf
https://www.envietnam.org/index.php/news-blog/829-alleged-rhino-horn-kingpin-arrested
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€ Thanh Chu 1

ALL

Q ch| X

Pham Van o

Duge doi sao buon

Ho Kim Chi

Nguyén
Mau Chién

Chi Thang

https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96.117 ENV USA Twitter 27112017

1 Tran Huy BaoLlinked to Voi/DKC network.According to Rademeyer is also
known asBen Tranand he is the manager of DKC Tradiigd Ei BT OO0 AT A A@

operations in South Africall® He lives in Cape Town

1 Phuong Kieu(Anna). Linked to Voi/DKC network and according to Rademesr is
aDKCTrading representative in South Africatl® Also known as AnaShe lives in
Cape Town and is the wife of Ben Tran. Ana is a contact number (000 888)

for DKC Trading, see below:

117 Accessed 07052018.

118 Rademeyer, Julian, Global Initiative against Transnatial Organized CrimeTipping Point: Transnational organised
KOEI A AT A OEA ,0508@0&0161 Di AAEET C

119 https://www.corr _uptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global -Initiative -Tipping-Point-Part1-July-
2016.pdf, p.50.
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https://www.facebook.com/mauchien.nguyen.96
https://www.facebook.com/people/Ben-Tran/100012859307701
https://www.facebook.com/ben.tran.359778
https://www.facebook.com/phuong.kieu.31
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Initiative-Tipping-Point-Part1-July-2016.pdf
https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Global-Initiative-Tipping-Point-Part1-July-2016.pdf

THE EXTINCTION BUSINESE Foundation & Ban Animal Trading

C O www.easydirectco.za .

NO IMAGE Cellphone Number

AVAILABLE ——
MAKE CONTACT VIA EMAIL

1 Chu Duc Qu Linked to Voi/DKC network.

/ 3 Duc Quy Chu x W

&« C' @ Secure | hitps//www.facebook.com/ducq

Home  Find Friends

Duc Quy Chu

§ Nhung MP
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&+ Add Friend

\,’n", . L* Add Friend
Works at Tha

¥

] 0 12
Hoang Trung Thanh Thanh Vinh [ &+ Add Friend |

Thom Vo i Hai Trung Kim
z

ASh Thu Vi Ngo updated his cover -
" photo.
29Jun2014at08:11+Q

O 33 (0 3 comments 1 share
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https://www.facebook.com/ducquy.chu.9
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100010539761940
https://www.facebook.com/thu.ngo.1422409
https://www.facebook.com/thu.ngo.186

THE EXTINCTION BUSINESE Foundation & Ban Animal Trading

f Tuan Le. Pictures below taken in March201®t6 1T E ' AT A |, T ACA8 &OIT i

Facebook pageMost of them removed.
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https://www.facebook.com/people/Tuan-Le/100024244776480
















































































































